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H  A  K  R I  S  B  U  R  G : 

A.  BOTD  HAMILTON,  STATE  PRINTER. 

1855. 


Jk'?L73 


The  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Jordan,  Browne  and  M'CIintock, 
•f  the  Senate,  and  Messrs.  Eyster,  Thompson  and  Sallade,  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any  corrupt  or  improper  in- 
fluences have  been  used  or  attempted  to  be  used,  to  affect  the  election  of 
United  States  Senator,  met  in  the  rooms  of  the  State  library,  at  Harrisburg,  at 
seven  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  the  Mth  day  of  February,  1S55. 

All  the  members  were  present,  and  the  committee  organized  by  selecting 
Fr.  Jordan,  chairman,  and  employing  John  H.  Filler  to  act  as  clerk. 


\ 


"In  the  Senate, 

''February  13,  1855. 

"Whereas,  Reports  are  in  circulation,  that  undue  and  corrupt  influences  have 
been  used  to  control  the  election  of  a  United  States  Senator,  to  supply  the 
vacancy  which  will  occur  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  Hon.  James 
Cooper :  And  whereas,  It  is  due  to  the  character  of  the  Legislature,  that  the 
reports,  if  untrue,  should  be  repelled,  and  if  true,  that  the  guilty  should  be 
exposed  and  punished  ;  therefore, 

'■'■Resolved,  That  if  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  concur,  a  joint  committee,, 
to  consist  of  three  members  from  each  house,  be  appointed  to  inquire  whether 
any  corrupt  or  improper  influences  have  been  used,  or  attempted  to  be  used^ 
to  affect  the  said  election  ;  and  that  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers. 

"Said  preamble  and  resolution  were  read  a  second  time  and  passed  j 
and 

'^Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Jordan,  Browne  and  M'CIintock  be  said  committee 
•n  the  part  of  the  Senate." 

Extract  from  the  Journal. 


/ 


REPORT. 


7b  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commomvealth  of  Pennsyl- 

vmiia  : 

The  committee  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eepresentalives,  appointed  under 
the  joint  resolution  of  the  thirteenth  of  February  last,  to  inquire  whether  any 
corrupt  or  improper  influences  had  been  used  or  attempted  to  be  used,  to  affect 
the  election  of  United  States  Senator,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

Your  committee  met  on  the  same  day  it  was  appointed,  and  organized  by 
selecting  Fr.  Jordan  of  the  Senate,  chairman,  and  appointing  John  H.  Filler, 
Esq.,  clerk.  It  immediately  commenced  the  examination  of  witnesses,  and 
from  the  thirteenth  day  of  February  to  the  twenty-second  of  March  last,  met 
almost  daily,  Smidays  excepted.  During  this  period  your  committee  held 
twenty-seven  sessions,  many  of  them  from  four  to  five  hours  in  length,  and 
examined  fifty  witnesses,  and  some  of  them  several  times,  and  at  great  length. 
The  testimony  as  taken  by  the  clerk  covers  one  hundred  and  eighty  seven 
folio  pages.  Much  of  this  evidence,  as  is  now  manifest,  is  of  no  importance 
whatever,  and  if  reported,  would  only  tend  to  confuse  and  mislead  the  mind 
of  the  reader,  and  all  clearly  of  this  character,  has  been  withheld  by  your 
committee.  AH  that  a  majority  of  the  committee  thought  necessary  to  be 
taken,  or  important  to  be  submitted,  is  herewith  reported  to  the  Legislature. 

In  the  examination  of  witnesses,  as  will  be  perceived  by  the  general  inter- 
rogatories, the  committee  considered  it  necessary  to  relax  somewhat  the 
strict  rules  of  evidence  as  administered  in  courts  of  justice  in  ordinary  cases- 
The  subjects  of  inquiry  in  their  very  nature,  are  those  of  illegality  and  fraud, 
and  in  the  investigation  of  such  matters  the  courts  themselves  have  found  it 
necessary  to  the  ends  of  justice,  to  depart  from  their  general  rules.  Care  has 
been  taken,  however,  that  in  all  such  departures  by  the  committee,  no  injury 
should  be  done  to  the  public  or  to  individuals. 

One  great  difficulty  in  the  v/ay  of  successful  and  speedy  inquiry  was  the 
fact,  that  Dr.  David  Jayne,  his  son-in-law,  Isaac  S.  Eshleman,and  Michael  G. 
Peiper,  all  of  whom  were  ascertained  to  be  important  witnesses,  could  not, 
after  the  most  diligent  search,  be  found.  The  Sergeant-at-Arras  of  the  Senate, 
and  his  assistant,  as  is  proved  by  the  testimony  herewith  submitted,  made 
frequent  and  diligent  efforts  to  serve  subpoenas  on  these  persons,  and  it  has 
been  established  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  your  committee,  that  the  two 
persons  first  named  (if  not  the  third  also,)  have  either  abjured  the  Common- 
wealth for  the  time  being,  or  wilfully  avoided  the  service  of  process  upon 
them.  In  this  connection  it  is  deemed  proper  to  add,  that  the  committee 
notified  the  friends  of  Dr.  Jayne,  that  he  was  implicated  by  the  testimony 
taken,  and  that  his  character  was  so  involved  as  to  demand  his  personal 
attendance  and  explanation  before  the  committee.    His  refusal  to  appear  under 
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these  circumstances  is  hardly  consistent  with  any  other  hypothesis  than  that 
of  a  consciousness  on  his  part,  that  his  conduct  was  incapable  of  explanation, 
and  justifies  the  inference  that  he  so  considered  it.  It  is  proved  by  the  testi- 
mony, that  John  F.  Herr,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from 
Lancaster  county,  was  corruptly  approached  by  Dr.  Jayne  himself,  and  also 
by  his  friends  Eshleman  and  Peiper,  and  that  the  only  reason  whj^  said  mem- 
ber  was  not  bribed  to  vote  for  Dr.  Jayne  for  U.  S.  Senator,  was  because  h« 
promptly  and  firmly  resisted  and  resented  the  attempt  to  seduce  him  from  the 
path  of  rectitude.  This  witness  not  only  stands  unimpeached,  but  his  straight 
forward  statements  of  his  knowledge  upon  the  subject,  and  the  extent  to 
which  he  is  corroborated  by  other  witnesses,  have  satisfied  your  committee 
of  the  entire  truthfulness  of  his  testimony.  It  may  be  suggested,  in  palliation 
of  this  manifest  attempt  at  corruption,  that  Dr.  Jayne  was  inexperienced  in 
politics,  and  was  betrayed  into  this  violation  of  both  law  and  morals,  in  the 
excitement  of  a  senatorial  contest,  and  acted  under  an  impression  that  rival 
candidates  were  using  the  same  means.  However  this  might  be,  if  he  had 
appeared  before  your  committee,  candidly  stated  the  facts,  aiid  thereby  shown 
a  disposition  to  redress,  so  far  as  in  his  power,  the  wrongs  committed,  and  to 
remove  the  unjust  and  prejudicial  suspicions  and  injuries  inflicted  upon  the 
character  of  the  Legislature  by  his  conduct  in  the  premises,  your  committee 
would  have  felt  much  more  kindly  disposed,  and  inclined  to  a  more  charita- 
ble view  of  his  case.  He  has  not  done  this,  however,  but  in  his  zeal  to  obtain 
an  honorable  office,  he  inflicted  serious  wounds  upon  the  reputation  of  the 
Legislature  and  the  character  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  then  escapes  from 
its  jurisdiction  like  a  fugitive  from  justice,  anxious  only  for  his  own  safety, 
and  regardless  of  the  wrongs  done  to  others.  Your  committee,  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  absence  of  the  party  thus  implicated,  content  themselves 
with  t4is  expression  of  their  opinion,  and  the  publication  of  the  evidence  on 
which  it  is  founded,  and  leave  it  to  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate  and  Hc^iise  of 
of  Representatives  to  direct  such  action  on  the  subject,  as  they  see  proper. 

The  Hon.  Lewis  C.  Levin  was  also  a  candidate  for  the  U.  S.  Senate,  or  at 
least  intended  to  become  one  upon  a  certain  contingency  referred  to  in  the 
evidence.  It  seems  by  the  testimony,  he  intended  to  raise  some  thirty  or 
forty  thousand  dollars,  partly  in  connection  with  this  object,  and  partly  for 
other  purposes  ;  but  how  much  of  the  fund  for  each,  does  not  appear.  Rail- 
road bonds  to  the  amount  of  four  thousand  dollars,  and  letters  of  credit  for 
othe*  and  less  sums,  were  raised  by  him  prior  to,  and  not  long  before  the  time 
fixed  for  the  election  of  \J.  S.  Senator.  The  railroad  bonds  were  taken  in 
payment  of  a  debt  he  had  a  right  to  control,  but  was  received  with  declara- 
tions referring  to  the  contingency  of  his  being  a  candidate;  but  there  is  no 
evidence  that  any  portion  of  the  fund  so  raised  was  used  corruptly  by  him — 
or  that  any  attempt  was  made  so  to  use  it  by  any  one,  except  it  may  be 
inferred  from  what  is  said  to  have  transpired  at  the  appointed  interview 
between  John  F.  Herr  of  the  Plouse,  and  Dr.  David  Mellinger  of  the  Senate, 
(see  testimony  of  Herr  and  Mellinger.)  To  say  the  least  of  this  matter,  it 
was  exceedingly  unfortunate,  that  such  efforts  were  made  to  raise  this  large 
fund  at  the  exciting  time  of  the  canvass  for  Senator — for  not  a  few  of  the 
injurious  suspicions  and  reports  had  their  origin  in  this  very  transaction,  and 
by  it  several  members  of  the  House  became  apparently  involved.  Your  com- 
mittee take  pleasure  in  hereby  unanimously  declaring,  that  after  as  thorough 
an  investigation  as  was  practicable,  that  the  evidence  on  this  part  of  the  case, 
taken  together,  does  not  criminate  any  member  of  the  House,  nor  does  it  even 
justify  an  inference  that  any  of  them  had  acted  improperly  in  the  premises. 
This  too  is  said  without  intending  any  reflection  upon  the  veracity  or  char- 
acter of  the  witnesses  who  testified  before  the  committee  on  this  subject.  It 
is  believed  they  acted  from  good  motives,  and  in  good  faith,  but  were  deceived 
by  statements  made  to  them  by  others,^  and  which  were  subsequently  found 
to  be  incorrect,  or  at  least  incapable  of'  substantiation.     With  these  remarks, 
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the  testimony  of  Jlessrs.  Levin,  Tucker,  Ashmead,  Connelly,  Nelson,  San- 
derson, Cooper,  and  others,  is  submitted,  that  the  Senate  and  House  may 
form  their  own  conclusions  in  relation  to  this  fund,  and  all  persons  in  any 
wise  connected  with  it. 

As  to  the  other  candidates,  whose  names  were  before  the  Legislature  for 
the  office  of  United  States  Senator,  there  is  no  evidence  calculated  to  impli- 
cate any  of  them  in  any  improper  efforts  made  by  them  in  connection  with 
the  canvass  for  this  high  and  honorable  office.  The  names  of  some  of  the 
gentlemen  do  not  appear  in  the  testimony  at  all,  and  of  those  who  do,  it  is 
not  in  connection  with  any  fact  incompatible  with  integrity  and  honor.  They 
are  all  therefore,  so  far  as  the  labors  of  this  committee  are  concerned,  entitled 
to  stand  free  and  clear  of  any  of  the  charges  that  brought  this  investigation 
into  existence. 

A  hasty  perusal  of  the  testimony  taken  in  the  course  of  the  investigation, 
might  induce  the  impression  that  it  reflected  strongly  on  Jacob  S.  Haldeman, 
the  Senator  from  \ork.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  letter  purporting  to  b« 
written  by  D.  K.  Paxton  to  said  Haldeman,  requiring  him  to  refund  certain 
moneys,  &c.  In  justice  to  that  Senator  your  committee  deem  it  proper  to 
say,  that  the  whole  testimony  upon  this  transaction,  taken  together,  not  only 
wholly  fails  to  prove  anything  corrupt  or  improper  on  his  part,  but  has  satis- 
fied the  committee  that  a  base  attempt  was  made  to  extort  money  from  him 
under  false  pretences,  and  very  probably  a  conspiracy  concocted  for  this  same 
purpose.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  one  E.  M.  Paxton,  Esq.,  is  the  recog- 
nized attorney  of  Dr.  Jayne,  and  was  at  Harrisburg  with  the  Doctor  during 
the  canvass,  and  had  left  only  a  few  days  before  the  date  of  the  letter  in 
question.  Assuming  that  Dr.  Jayne,  or  some  one  for  him,  had  placed  nine 
hundred  dollars  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Haldeman,  and  alleging  that  he  had 
abused  a  pretended  trust,  the  letter  was  a  palpable  endeavor  to  levy  black 
mail,  apd  extort  from  him  four  hundred  dollars.  The  name  "D.  R.  Paxton"  was 
near  enough  the  correct  name  of  Dr.  Jayne's  attorney,  to  deceive  Mr.  Halde- 
man, and  yet  no  doubt  considered  far  enough  from  the  true  name  to  shield 
the  author  of  the  letter  in  question  from  a  supposed  danger  of  a  conviction  for 
forgery.  The  evidence  clearly  shows,  that  A.  J.  Herr,  Esq.,  was  instrumen- 
tal in  getting  up  this  letter  and  forwarding  it  to  Mr.  Haldeman;  and  your 
committee,  alter  a  searching  investigation,  was  unable  to  come  to  any  other 
conclusion  than  the  one  here  indicated.  Your  committee  would  direct  the 
especial  attention  of  the  Senate  and  House  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Herr, 
not  only  in  proof  of  the  correctness  of  the  conclusion  arrived  at,  but  also  as  a 
specimen  of  prevarication,  contradiction  and  attempted  concealment  rarely  to 
be  met  with. 

There  is  a  contradiction  between  the  testimony  of  Senator  Mellinger  and 
Mr.  John  F.  Herr,  the  member  of  the  House  heretofore  alluded  to.  The  lat- 
ter states,  that  at  the  request  of  the  former,  they  had  a  private  interview,  in 
which  Mr.  Mellinger  told  Mr.  Herr,  that  if  he  (Herr)  would  vote  for  Lewis 
C.  Levin,  and  could  persuade  Senator  Shuman  to  vote  with  him,  he  (Herr) 
would  be  substantially  rewarded.  Mr.  Herr  further  states,  that  at  the  same 
interview  Mr.  Mellinger  offered  to  introduce  him  to  Mr.  Levin,  with  an  assu- 
rance that  the  latter  would  enter  into  an  arrangement  with  him,  (Herr,)  to  any 
amount  he  could  reasonably  expect  or  demand.  In  Mr.  Mellinger's  testimony 
he  admits  the  interview,  but  denies  all  recollection  of  the  part  of  the  conver- 
sation here  mentioned.  This  conflict  of  evidence  raises  a  question  of  veracity 
between  the  witnesses,  and  your  committee  decline  to  express  any  opinon 
upon  the  subject,  much  less  to  recommend  any  action,  but  submit  the  whole 
testimony,  that  the  Senate  and  House  may  draw  their  own  conclusions,  and 
determine  upon  what  action,  if  any,  they  will  take  in  the  premises. 

Such  is  a  hasty  outline  of  the  most  important  matters  brought  to  light  by 
the  investigations  of  your  committee,  together  with  a  few  comments  upon 
several  points  which  seemed  to  require  them.     If  the  evidence  taken,  or  th« 
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inferences  or  conclusions  which  have  been,  or  may  be  justly  drawn  from  it, 
are  not  such  as  may  have  been  anticipated,  it  is  believed  to  be  no  fault  of  the 
committee,  but  rather  because  few  facts  existed,  such  as  were  presupposed  at 
the  time  of  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  or  because  of  an  impossibility 
to  ascertain  the  whole  truth. 

From  what  has  been  said,  as  well  as  from  the  testimony  herewith  submit- 
ted, it  is  manifest  that  however  much  certain  outside  parties  may  be  impli- 
cated, your  committee  has  been  unable  to  discover  any  thing  of  importance 
in  relation  to  the  members  of  either  the  Senate  or  House,  except  as  hereinbe- 
fore  indicated ;  or  which  would  at  all  justify  the  general  suspicions  of  corrup- 
tion and  charges  of  bribery,  so  prevalent  about  the  time  the  committee  was 
appointed.  The  large  fund  before  referred  to,  and  the  letter  to  Senator  Hal- 
demah,  with  neither  of  which  had  any  member  of  the  Legislature  anything  to 
do,  doubtless  constituted  almost  the  entire  groundwork  upon  which  the 
superstructure  of  rumor,  suspicion  and  reputed  guilt  was  so  speedily  erected. 
The  canvass  for  a  nomination  for  Senator,  too,  was  a  most  animated  and 
excited  one,  and  it  may  be  readily  supposed,  with  even  a  small  amount  of 
material  from  which  to  generate  suspicions,  a  most  ominous  hue  might  be 
given  to  the  atmosphere  around  the  capitol.  Such  was  the  appearance  of 
things  when  this  investigation  began,  but  your  committee  is  happj'  to  be  able 
to  say,  in  vindication  of  the  character  of  the  Legislature  and  honor  of  the 
State,  that  all  of  a  criminal  or  suspicious  character,  after  the  full  investigation 
given  to  the  subject,  are  the  facts  referred  to  in  these  pages,  and  in  a  more 
detailed  form  in  the  testimonj'  herewith  reported  to  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives. 

Your  committee  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  they  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

JONAS  R.  M'CLINTOCK, 
C.  S.  EYSTER, 
JAMES  THOxMPSON, 
AND'W  M.  SALLADE. 

.^pril  27,  1855. 

The  undersigned  concur  in  the  foregoing  report,  except  so  far  as  it  states 
the  conclusions  of  a  majority  of  the  committee,  derived  from  the  testimony  of 
Messrs.  Eshleman,  Carlisle,  of  Chambersburg,  M'Allister,  Swoope,  Lauman, 
and  others,  in  reference  to  General  Simon  Cameron.  Although  somewhat 
conflicting,  and  not  very  direct,  they  have  not  been  able  to  disregard  this  part 
of  the  evidence  entirely.  They  do  not  desire  to  give  it  more  importance 
than  its  character  warrants;  but  are  not  prepared  to  join  in  the  conclusions 
of  fact  so  positively  stated  by  the  majority. 

The  measure  of  credibility  and  weight  it  maybe  entitled  to,  they  submit  to 
Vne  determination  of  the  Legislature. 

FR.  JORDAN, 
N,  B.  BROWNE. 

^iprii  27,  1855. 
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INTERROGATORIES. 

First  interrogatory, — What  is  your  age,  occupation  and  place  of  residence! 

Second  interrogatory, — Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  corrupt  or  improper 
influences  made  use  of,  or  attempted,  by  any  person  or  persons,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  affecting  the  election  of  United  States  Senator;  if  so,  state  by  whom 
such  influence  was  used,  or  attempted,  upon  whom,  and  the  nature  of  the 
same,  and  the  names  of  all  or  any  person  or  persons  concerned  therein'? 

Third  interrogatory. — Do  you  know  any  other  matter  or  thing  material  to, 
or  connected  with,  the  subject  of  the  present  inquiry  ? 

Fourth  interrogatory. — Can  j^ou  give  the  committee  the  name  of  any  person 
who  has  professed  or  admitted  to  you  that  he  had  knowledge  of  any  corrupt 
influence  being  used  for  the  above  purpose"? 

Fifik  interrogatory. — Was  there  not  money  placed  in  your  hands,  or  sub- 
ject to  your  control,  to  be  used  by  you  in  procuring  votes  for  the  office  of 
United  States  Senator  1 

Sixth  interrogatory. — Had  you  not  the  offer  or  promise  of  money,  or  other 
valuable  thing,  far  your  services  or  influence  in  procuring  votes  for  any  of  the 
candidates  for  election  to  the  ofiice  of  United  Slates  Senator! 

Seve?ith  interrogatory. — Have  you  attempted  to  influence  any  member  of  the 
Legislature  in  favor  of  any  candidate  for  the  office  of  United  States  Senator, 
in  the  hope  or  promise  of  reward  % 

Eighth  interrogatory. — Did  you  give  or  promise,  or  were  you  authorized  to 
give  or  promise,  any  money,  office,  empleyment  or  pecuniary  benefit  to  any 
person,  with  the  design  or  intention  of  influencing  his  vote  or  action  in  refer- 
ence to  the  election  of  United  States  Senator  X 

JYinth  interrogatory. — Have  you,  by  either  written  or  verbal  communica- 
tions, requested  any  person  or  persons  to  visit  Harrisburg,  during  the  present 
session  of  the  Legislature,  for  the  purpose  of  influencing,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, the  mind,  action  or  vote  of  any  member  thereof  in  favor  of  any  candi- 
date for  the  office  of  United  States  Senator! 

Tenth  interrogatory. — Have  any  persons,  to  your  knowledge,  during  the 
present  seesion  of  the  Legislature,  visited  Harrisburg,  either  voluntarily  or  by 
request,  with  the  purpose  of  influencing  the  action  or  vote  of  any  member 
thereof,  by  means  of  any  promise,  employment  or  pecuniary  benefit,  in  favor 
of  any  candidate  for  the  office  of  United  States  Senator! 

Eleventh  interrogatory. — Have  you  heard  any  member  of  the  present  Legis- 
lature say,  or  admit,  that  he  had  received,  or  been  promised,  any  reward,  em- 
ployment or  pecuniary  benefit  or  advantage,  for  his  vote  or  influence  on  behalf 
of  any  candidate  for  the  office  of  United  States  Senator! 

Twelfth  interrogatory. — Do  you  know  of  any  attempt  or  endeavor,  by  your- 
self or  any  one  else,  to  influence  the  vote  or  action  of  any  member  of  the 
present  Legislature,  in  reference  to  the  United  States  Senatorship,  by  any 
threat  of  loss  of  any  appointment,  employment  or  pecuniary  benefit! 

Thirteenth  interrogatory. — Do  you  know  of  any  attempts,  direct  or  indirect, 
by  promises  or  threats,  to  procure  or  impede  the  passage  of  any  bill  or  bills 
now  pending,  or  to  be  introduced,  in  the  Legislature,  as  the  means  of  influ- 
encing tise  vote  or  action  of  any  member  thereof  in  reference  to  the  office  of 
United  Stales  Senator! 
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N.  B. — To  account  for  the  apparent  bad  arrangement  of  the  aboA^e  and 
foregoing  interrogatories,  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  some  time  after  the  adop- 
tion of  the  first  three,  it  wns  found  expedient  to  adopt  the  others ;  and  by  this 
time  it  was  too  late  to  change  the  order  without  producing  confusion. 


SATURDAY  EVENING,  February  17,   1855. 

[  Note. — The  first  twenty  pages  of  manuscript  testimony  being  all  hearsay, 
or  otherwise  unimportant,  were  not  reported  for  publication.] 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Messrs.  Thompson  and  Sal- 
lade  were  absent. 

Col.  Wm.  T.  Sanders,  affirmed: 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — I  am  about  thirty  years  of  age ;  1 
have  been  attending,  as  far  as  my  health  would  permit,  to  the  business  of  a 
general  agent ;  I  reside  in  Harrisburg. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — I  have  not,  of  my  own  knowledge. 

To  the  fourth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  do  not  know  that  I  can  say  it; 
I  heard  it  said  repeatedly  that  improper  influences  were  used,  but  by  whom  I 
cannot  say  ;  1  don't  know  that  1  can  give  you  the  name  at  this  time ;  I  heard, 
it  alleged  that  A,  13,  C  or  D  had  received  money  to  accomplish  the  election  of 
a  certain  gentleman  to  the  United  States  Senate;  1  cannot  just  now  remem- 
ber the  name  of  any  person  who  made  the  allegations ;  one  of  the  gentlemen 
who  spoke  to  me  was  Mr.  Thaddeus  Stevens,  who  said  there  had  been  bri- 
bery used;  he  did  not  say  that  he  knew  the  fact. 

To  the  sixth  interrogatory  he  answers — 1  had  not,  sir. 

To  the  seventh  interrogatory  he  answers — I  have  not,  sir. 

To  the  eleventh  interrogatory  he  answers — 1  have  not,  sir. 

To  the  twelfth  interrogatory  he  answers — No,  sir,  I  believe  not. 

To  the  thirteenth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  do  not,  sir. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Have  you  seen  any  letter,  or  copy  of  letter,  having 
any  reference  to  pecuniary  transactions,  and  to  the  election  of  United  States 
Senator  1 

Answer. — I  saw  what  purported  to  be  a  copy  of  a  letter  last  Saturday 
evening,  in  the  hands  of  Jno.  I'.  Sanderson,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  then 
in  Harrisburg.  The  letter  purported  to  come  from  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Paxtoh,  addressed  to  Mr.  Jacob  Haldeman,  of  the  Senate,  stating  that  Mr.  A. 
Jackson  Herr  had  placed  in  his  hands  a  sum  of  money  for  a  specific  purpose. 
1  don't  remember  perfectly  whether  the  purpose  was  specified.  I  presume  the 
copy  was  in  Mr.  Sanderson's  hand  writing,  but  I  don't  know  the  fact.  Mr. 
Sanderson  told  me  that  the  name  signed  to  the  lette;*  was  an  assumed  name. 
The  amount  of  money  stated  in  the  letter  was  nine  hundred  dollars.  The 
impression  on  my  mind  was  that  it  was  to  be  used  in  reference  to  the  election 
of  the  United  States  Senator.  The  witness  being  shown  a  paper  hereto, 
attached,  (marked  A,)  stated  that  he  thought  this  contained  about  the  sub-^ 
stance  of  the  letter  shov.'n  me  by  Mr.  Sanderson.  Mr.  Sanderson  did  not  tell 
me  where  he  got  it.     I  did  not  ask  him  where  he  got  the  letter,  and  he  did  no^ 
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tell  me.     He  said  he  looked  upon  it  as  an  attempt  to  get  money  from  Mr. 
Haldeman. 

Question  by  Chairman. — What  became  of  the  copy  of  the  letter  taken  by 
"yourself? 

Answer. — I  have  it,  but  not  with  me.  I  will  give  it  to  the  committee  at 
any  time.     It  is  the  only  paper  I  have  that  relates  to  this  matter. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Has  Mr.  Haldeman  or  Mr.  Herr  seen  you  in 
reference  to  copy  of  letter  in  your  hands  1 

Answer. — They  have  not. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Did  not  Mr.  Haldeman  entreat  you  to  destroy  the 
copy  you  have  1 

Answer. — He  did  not. 

To  the  third  interrogatory  he  answers — I  know  nothing,  sir,  of  my  own 
personal  knowledge. 

WM.  T.  SANDERS. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  the  17th  day  of  February,  1855,  before 

FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 

The  following  is  the  paper  alluded  to  by  Col.  W.  T.  Sanders,  in  his  testi- 
mony, as  marked  "A:" 

Saturday  Morning. 

Jacob  Haldeman,  Esq. — Last  night  Mr.  Herr  placed  in  your  hands  nine 
hundred  dollars,  for  which  you  pledged  yourself  to  do  certain  things.  How 
well  those  things  were  done  for  Dr.  Jayne  is  xmnecessary  to  say.  But,  sir, 
you  will  remember  that  you  made  the  proposition.  Now,  sir.  Dr.  Jayne  re- 
pudiates and  condemns  this  transaction.  I  do  not  resort  to  threats,  but  1  de- 
sire you  to  return  four  hundred  dollars  to  Mr.  Herr  before  twelve  o'clock 
to-day — the  five  hundred  dollars  you  can  retain.  There  may  not  be  any  resort 
to  law  if  you  do  this,  but  another  and  more  effectual  mode  of  redress.  I  make 
no  comments  on  your  conduct,  under  the  circumstances,  but  shall  wait  in  pa- 
tience to  hear  from  you  or  Mr.  Herr. 

Respectfully, 

D.  R.  FAXTON. 


Richard  M'Allister,  Esq. 5  sworn: 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — I  am  thirty-five  years  of  age ;  I  am 
an  attorney  at  law ;  residence,  Harrisburg. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — I  have  not  the  slightest. 

To  the  fourth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  cannot. 

To  the  fifth  interrogatory  he  answers — None,  not  a  cent. 

To  the  sixth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  had  not. 

To  the  seventh  interrogatory  he  answers — I  have  not. 

To  the  eighth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  answer  that  in  the  negative  to 
every  paragraph. 
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To  the  ninth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  wrote  my  brother  Archibald,  of 
Blair  county,  to  come  to  Harrisburg  to  assist  in  favor  of  a  particular  candi- 
date for  United  States  Senator — Simon  Cameron. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Did  you  write  your  brother  Archibald  with  the 
view  of  influencing  any  particular  member  of  the  Legislature! — ^If  so,  which 
one. 

Answer. — I  wrote  to  him,  I  think,  about  ten  days  before  the  election.  I 
thought  he  would  have  influence  with  the  member  from  his  county,  Mr. 
Smith,  I  think  his  name  is.  I  dont  think,  however,  he  came  for  that  purpose, 
as  he  had  business  in  Baltimore.  He  had  a  warm  interest  in  the  election  of 
General  Cameron,  as  he  is  connected  with  iron  interests. 

Question  by  Chairman.  Did  your  brother  influence  Mr.  Smith,  and  if  so, 
how  X 

Answer. — My  brother  told  me  he  spoke  to  Mr.  Smith  on  the  subject,  and 
found  Mr.  Smith  already  friendly  to  Mr.  Cameron.  He  approved  of  his 
choice,  and  told  him  he  would  be  sustained  by  the  people  of  that  district. 

To  the  tenth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  know  of  no  person  visiting  Har- 
risburg  for  any  such  purpose  or  with  any  such  inducements. 

To  the  eleventh  interrogatory  he  answers — I  have  not. 

To  the  twelfth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  do  not. 

To  the  thirteenth  interrogatory  he  answers — i  do  not. 

To  the  third  interrogatory  he  answers— I  do  not. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Are  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  George  M. 
Lauman  ? 

Answer. — I  am  very  intimately  acquainted  with  Mr.  Lauman. 

RICHARD  M'ALLISTER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  17th  day  of  February,  1855,  before 

FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 


A.  J.  Herr,  Esq.  sworn. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — My  age  is  twenty-four.  A  praC' 
tising  attorney  living  in  Ilarrisburg.  1  am  acquainted  with  Dr.  David  jayne 
of  Philadelphia,  I  have  met  him  in  Harrisburg  during  the  present  session  of 
the  Legislature,  and  in  Philadelphia. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — By  appointment  I 

Answer. — No,  sir. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Do  you  know  that  Dr.  Jayne  was  a  candidate 
for  United  States  Senate  1 

Answer. — I  know  that  fact. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne.^— Did  he  get  you  to.  exert  your  influence  for  his 
nomination  or  election  to  United  States  Senate  ? 

Answer. — I  think  he  wanted  me  to  do  it,  but  he  did  not  say  so  in  direct 
terms. 
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Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Had  you  more  thiin  one  conversation  in  refer- 
ence to  it  ■? 

Answer. — Yes,  more  than  one.  Ha  talked  about  the  matter  two  or  three 
times  while  he  was  here.     I  think  he  was  here  at  least  three  days. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Did  he  visit  Harrisburg  more  than  once  in  re- 
ference to  this  matter  1 

Answer. — He  was  in  Harrisburg  more  than  once,  but  whether  with  refer- 
ence to  this  matter  I  cannot  say. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Where  did  these  conversations  take  placed 

Answer. — I  think  it  was  in  my  office.  I  think  he  was  not  at  my  office 
more  than  once.  I  am  sure  he  was  not.  No  one  was  present.  He  came  to 
my  office  alone.  He  did  not  come  in  pursuance  of  prior  appointnjent.  That 
was  the  first  time  I  ever  saw  the  man  to  know  him.  It  seems  to  me  that  I 
told  some  one  to  send  him  to  my  office.  I  think  I  requested  Benton  Kerr,  of 
Pittsburg,  a  reporter,  to  send  him,  but  I  am  not  sure.  I  requested  Benton 
Kerr  to  send  him  to  my  office  because  I  had  an  idea  that  he  was  a  candidate 
for  United  States  Senator,  and  I  thought  I  might  be  employed  by  him  in  the 
capacity  of  an  adviser.  When  the  Doctor  came  in  he  shook  hands.  1  told 
him  I  understood  he  was  a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator.  He  laugh- 
ingly said  that  he  believed  he  was.  I  then  said  to  him  that  I  thought  some 
persons  had  induced  him  to  become  a  candidate  for  the  purpose  of  making 
money  out  of  him.  That  the  rumor  had  already  preceded  him  that  he  would 
give  $100,000  for  the  office.  He  replied  that  he  had  never  said  so.  "  I 
would'nt  give  a  stiver  for  it."  I  never  spoke  to  a  member  or  senator  on 
the  subject  in  favor  of  Dr.  Jayne.     I  was'nt  employed  for  that. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — What  were  you  employed  fori 

Answer. — To  give  him  directions  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  whom  to 
avoid  of  the  many  sharpers  who  had  made  application  to  him. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — What  did  the  Doctor  offer  you  in  consideration 
of  those  services  1 

Answer. — He  agreed  to  give  me  any  reasonable  fee  that  I  might  demand 
for  those  and  other  services  that  I  cannot  exactly  define.  I  have  made  no 
claim  upon  Dr.  Jayne  for  these  services.  I  have  no  reward  from  him  nor  any 
body  else  for  these  services. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — When  did  you  see  Dr.  Jayne  last  1 

Answer. — Last  Tuesday  morning. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Where  did  you  see  him  1 

Answer. — I  went  to  his  place  of  business  in  Chesnut  street.  I  have  not 
seen  him  since  that  morning.  I  have  received  no  communication  from  him 
nor  any  one  for  hira,  verbal  or  written.  I  saw  Dr.  Jayne  two  or  three  times 
a  day  whilst  he  was  here.  I  am  acquainted  with  Mr.  Paxton.  I  think  his 
name  is  Edward  M.  Paxton.  I  met  him  in  room  No.  30,  Herr's  hotel,  Har- 
risburg. My  interview  with  him  was  after  my  first  interview  with  Dr.  Jayne. 
1  went  into  the  room  to  see  the  Doctor,  and  Mr.  Paxton  was  sitting  there. — 
Mr.  Paxton  is  a  lawyer,  and  his  office  is  on  Chesnut  street,  Philadelphia.  I 
have  had  no  communication  with  him  in  reference  to  the  reward  I  was  to  re- 
ceive. 1  never  exchanged  a  word  with  Mr.  Jacob  Haldeman  on  this  or  any 
other  subject  of  legislation — never  before  last  Sunday  night. 
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Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Do  you  know  of  any  money  or  other  valuable 
thing  being  used  by  Dr.  Jayne,  or  any  one  for  him,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curinof  his  nomination  or  election  to  the  office  of  United  States  Senator  X 

Answer. — 1  never  saw  any  money  used  or  never  heard  of  it  except  on  the 
street.  I  have  my  belief;  in  fact  1  have  no  doubt  about  certain  matters  and 
things,  but  I  never  saw  it  or  heard  it.  I  mean  when  1  say  matters  and  things, 
money  being  used.  I  have  no  reasons  for  this  belief — have  come  to  it  through 
a  concatenation  of  little  events. 

Question  by  Mr.  M'Clintock. — Have  you  had  a  conversation  with  any  at- 
torney of  the  borough  on  the  subject  of  your  anticipated  examination  before 
the  committee  1 — If  so,  what  was  its  import  1 

Answer. — 1  think  I  did  say  perhaps  to  one  or  two  attorneys  that  if  the  ex- 
amination took  a  particular  turn  1  would  throw  myself  on  my  constitutional 
rights.     I  only  said  it,  however,  in  a  laughing  way. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — You  have  spoken  of  a  concatenation  of  little 
events  as  leaving  your  mind  without  doubt  in  this  matter.  Can  you  favor  us 
with  one  of  them  1 

Answer. — In  the  first  place  my  mind  is  pre-disposed  to  come  to  this  con- 
clusion by  the  rumors.  In  the  second  place,  because  the  Doctor  got  ten  votes, 
and  because  he  had  no  claim  as  a  statesman  to  entitle  him  to  such  a  post. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — At  your  first  interview  with  the  Doctor  did  you 
tell  him  you  thought  he  had  no  such  claims  or  chancel 

Answer. — I  didn't  say  so  in  those  words,  but  I  think  I  gave  him  to  under- 
stand that  he  v.'ould  have  a  hard  road  to  travel.  He  asked  about  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Zeilin — v/hether  I  knew  him,  and  what  sort  of  a  man  he  was. 
I  said  I  did  net  know  him  personally,  only  by  reputation;  and  that  he  was  a 
professional  borer,  and  should  be  avoided.  I  rendered  no  service  to  Dr.  Jayne, 
independent  of  advice.  I  aided  no  one.  I  spoke  to  our  own  member  to  vote 
affainst  Gen.  Cameron — to  vote  for  any  body  else  he  saw  fit.  I  never  spoke 
a  word  to  any  other  member,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  in  reference  to 
Dr.  Jayne.  Witness  being  shown  paper  (marked  A.)  On  Sunday  night  last 
I  was  sitting  in  bar-room  of  the  hotel,  and  the  servant  came  and  told  me  that 
Mr.  Bomberger  wanted  to  see  me  in  room  No.  66.  I  went  up;  found  Mr. 
Bomberger  and  Senator  Lewis  there.  Mr.  Bomberger  opened  the  conversa- 
tion by  saying,  "Mr.  Herr,  there  is  some  talk  about  money  having  passed  from 
your  hands  to  Mr.  Haldeman."  xMr.  Lewis  then  took  a  piece  of  paper  out  of 
his  pocket,  and  said  he  would  read  that  to  me.  He  did  read  it;  and,  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection,  it  corresponded  to  the  substance  of  this  paper.  Mr. 
Lewis  asked  me  then  what  I  knew  about  it,  and  said  he  thought  it  was  a  hoax, 
but  considered  it  his  duty  to  ask  me,  as  my  name  was  mentioned.  I  stated 
to  him  then,  as  I  state  now,  that  it  was  the  first  1  had  heard  or  seen  of  the 
letter  or  the  substance  of  it.  I  was  going,  on  Saturday  night,  out  of  the  door, 
and  Gen.  Williamson  stopped  and  asked  me,  "what  is  that  letter  about  you 
and  Mr.  Haldeman'."  I  said,  "what  letter  1"  He  replied,  "something  about 
you  giving  money  to  Haldeman."  I  said  1  knew  nothing  of  it,  and  passed 
on.  During  Saturday  I  received  no  communication,  written  or  verbal,  from 
Mr.  Haldeman ;  at  least  I  think  not.  Prior  to  this  interview  with  Mr.  Wil- 
liamson,  I  had  no  knowledge  or  intimation  of  the  existence  of  such  a  letter, 
so  far  as  I  can  recollect  now.  I  never  saw  Mr.  Haldeman  since  until  this 
evening,  which  was  accidental.  No  one  called  on  me,  for  or  in  his  behalf,  in 
reference  to  this  letter.  I  have  had  no  conversation  with  Dr.  Jayne  in  refer- 
ence to  this  letter.  I  did  have  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Paxton.  1  called  Mr. 
Paxton's  attention  to  it.  I  told  him  there  was  a  rumor  in  the  town  that  such 
a  letter  had  been  written,  with  his  name  signed  to  it.     He  laughed,  and  said 
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that  was  the  first  he  knew  of  it.     I  think  I  explained  to  him  the  substance  of 
the  letter,  as  i  thought  it  to  be.     I  do  not  know  Mr.  Sanderson,  of  Philadel 
phia,  and  have  not  met  him.     I  know  Mr.  Wm.  Walter,  of  Gettysburg.     H« 
was  not  in  my  office,  but  I  met  him  at  Herr's  hotel,  in  the  reading  room. 

Question  by  Mr.  BroAvne. — Did  not  Mr.  Walter  copy  this,  or  a  similar  letter 
for  you,  at  your  request  1 

Answer. — I  think  I  will  have  to  decline  answering  that. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Do  you  decline  anawering  it  1 

Answer. — I  decline  to  answer  it. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Why  do  you  decline  answering  it  1 

Answer. — if  I  answer  it,  it  will  be  a  violation  of  professional  confidence. 
Mr.  Walter  is  the  register  and  recorder  of  Gettysburg. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Would  your  answer  implicate  either  Mr.  Wal- 
ter or  yourself  in  any  offence  known  to  the  law  1 

Answer. — Yes,  it  might.     Not  Mr.  Walter,  but  two  others. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Who  are  the  two  others'? 

Answer. — I  can't  answer  that  for  the  same  reason.  If,  after  stating  the 
facts  to  an  old  attorney  here,  he  should  think  it  would  not  implicate  me,  I 
have  no  objection  to  give  the  names  and  stating  the  facts. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Then,  as  I  understand  you,  your  objection  to 
answer  the  former  question  is  because  it  would  implicate  you,  and  not  be  a 
breach  of  professional  confidence  1 

Answer. — Because  it  would  be  a  breach  of  professional  confidence,  and 
might  implicate  me. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Do  you  sustain  the  relation  of  attorney  to  all 
of  these  three  parties  1 

Answer. — Well,  they  said  they  spoke  to  me  as  their  lawyer,  and  that  they 
wanted  advice. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Had  your  advice  and  professional  relations  to 
them  any  reference  to  the  election  of  United  States  Senator"? 

Answer. — My  advice  and  professional  relations  to  them  was  after  the  nomi- 
aation  and  before  the  day  for  the  election  for  United  States  Senator. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Did  your  professional  relation  with  these  par- 
ties originate  in,  or  were  they  connected  with,  the  letter  which  has  been  re- 
ferred to  here  1 

Answer. — It  began  before,  and  existed  at  the  time,  these  parties  spoke  to 
me  about  the  facts.  These  facts  were  connected  with  that  letter,  and  about 
the  nomination. 

Question  by  Mr.  M'Clintock. — Did  you  consider  their  consultation  with 
you  of  such  a  character  as  to  induce  you  to  make  a  professional  charge  for 
services ;  and  if  so,  did  you  make  such  charge  1 

Answer. — I  didn't  charge  them,  but  I  would  have  charged  any  other  per- 
sons under  the  same  circumstances. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Will  you  give  us  the  names  of  these  parties 
that  you  allege  to  have  been  your  clients  in  this  matter  1 
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Answer.— I  decline  to  do  it  for  the  reason  that  I  think  that  the  principle  that 
is  binding  upon  an  attorney  keeps  sacred  the  secrets  as  well  as  names  of  his 
clients  is  and  of  right  ought  to  operate  here. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Did  not  Mr.  William  Walter  copy  this  or  a 
similar  letter  for  you  at  your  request  1 

Answer. — Did'nt  I  answer  that  "  yes,"  before  1     I  decline  answering  it. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  so  much  of  the  testimony  as  this  witness  has  de- 
clined to  answer  be  reportefl  to  the  Legislature  forthwith  for  their  action. 

It  is  so  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Browne, 

The  Committee  adjourned  to  meet  on  Monday  evening  next  at  7  o'clock. 

At  12  o'clock  on  Monday  a  special  meeting  of  the  Committee  was  held  at 
the  call  of  the  Chairman.  Mr.  Herr  voluntarily  appears  and  consents  to  an- 
swer all  questions  that  may  be  put  to  him  touching  the  subject  of  inquiry. 

On  motion, 
The  Committee  adjourned  to  meet  Monday  evening  at  7  o'clock. 


MONDAY  EVENING,  Februaky  19,  1855. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Messrs.  Thompson  and 
Sallade  were  absent. 

The  examination  of  Mr.  Herr  resumed. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne.— Did  not  Mr.  Walter  copy  this  or  a  similar  letter 
for  you  at  your  request  1 

Answer. — He  did  copy  a  letter  at  my  request  somewhat  similar  to  this,  of 
which  original  letter  this  is  an  imperfect  copy,  to  the  best  of  my  know- 
ledge. (Copy  shown  witness.)  1  cannot  say  whose  hand-writing  it  is  in. — 
The  copy  was  made  by  Mr.  Walter  as  far  as  I  know.  Mr.  Walter  brought  it 
to  me  and  laid  it  on  the  desk.  It  was  not  at  my  office.  How  it  got  from  the 
desk  or  who  took  it  I  am  not  now  able  to  say.  I  can  hardly  say  it  is  sub- 
stantially the  same,  for  the  reason  that  I  am  about  to  give. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Who  is  the  Mr.  Paxton  whose  name  was  signed  ? 

Answer. — I  know  of  no  such  man  as  D.  R.  Paxton,  but  I  do  know  a  Mr. 
Edward  M.  Paxton. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Did  you  intend  to  represent  E.  M.  Paxton  by 
the  signatnre  of  D.  R.  Paxton  1 

Answer. — I  did  not  intend  to  represent  any  one. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Who  wrote  the  original  of  which  this  purports 
to  be  a  copy  1 

Answer. — A  stranger,  I  think  by  the  name  of  David  or  D.  Lancy  or  Glan- 
cy.  About  two  days  before  the  caucus  nomination  for  United  States  Senator, 
I  happened  to  be  in  the  rotunda  of  the  Capitol,  when  I  saw  Mr.  Lewis  C. 
Levin  and  a  gentleman  unknown  to  me,  but  who  was  afterwards  represented 
to  me  to  be  a  Dr.  Silsbee,  in  high  dispute ;  when  a  gentleman,  a  stranger  to 
me,  stepped  up  to  me  and  said,  "  they  are  quarreling  about  Dr.  Jayne."  He 
said  further,  that  I  (meaning  myself,)  must  listen,  "  because,"  said  he,  "^Le- 
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vin  wants  to  extort  money  from  Dr.  Jayne,  and  if  I  can  learn  anything  to 
stop  the  g-ame  I'll  make  something."  I  said,  "  what's  your  name,  sir."  He 
replied,  Clancy  or  Lancy,  which  one  I  can't  tell.  I  afterwards  met  the  same 
person  as  I  Avas  coming  out  of  my  office  one  morning.  He  made  some  gen- 
eral remark  about  Dr.  Jayne  and  other  candidates.  1  saw  nothing  of  that 
gentleman  until  the  following  Saturday  morning  early,  when,  as  I  was  em- 
ployed at  the  desk  in  the  hotel,  receiving  and  making  out  bills,  this  same 
Glancy  or  Lancy,  who  1  think  lives  in  Philadelphia,  but  I  am  told  he  is  edi- 
tor of  a  Doylestown  paper,  leaned  over  the  desk  and  said  to  me,  that  he  had 
understood,  or  learned,  that  Mr.  Kerr  had  placed  in  Mr.  Haldeman's  hands 
nineteen  hundred  dollars,  and  that  Mr.  Paxton,  1  think  he  said,  wanted  him 
to  get  it  back,  and  requested  me  to  write  the  note,  and  I  refused.  He  then 
wrote  a  rough  draft  himself,  of  which  1  think,  although  can't  be  positive  of 
this,  I  either  made  a  copy  or  emendations,  that  was  given  to  Mr.  Walter  by 
me  with  a  request  to  copy  it  off,  which  he  did.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  recollection  I  did  not  read,  but  think  that  it  was  read  to  me  hurriedly. 
How  that  letter  got  away  from  there  1  am  unable  to  say.  To  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  recollection  of  what  Mr.  Glancy  told  me,  there  are  two  errors 
in  this  copy — first,  in  the  amount,  and  second,  in  the  name  of  "Herr,"  which 
ought  to  be  Kerr,  according  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  Ar.d  that  so  far 
as  this  letter  is  supposed  to  refer  to  me  it  is  a  mistake.  That  is  all  1  have  to 
say  in  regard  to  the  matter,  a 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — ^Mr.  Herr,  had  j^ou  ever  met  Mr.  Glancy  before 
he  spoke  to  you  in  the  rotunda  of  the  Capitoll  ' 

Answer. — Not  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  but  I  think  I  saw  him  before  or 
after  that,  either  in  or  at  the  door  of  Dr.  Jayne's  room  at  Herr's  hotel.  I  am 
unable  to  say  whether  he  addressed  me  by  name  when  he  met  me  in  the  ro- 
tunda. The  meeting  with  him  was  accidental,  at  least  on  my  part.  I  think 
it  was  the  day  after  he  met  me  coming  out  of  my  office.  I  just  happened  to 
go  out  of  the  door.  At  this  second  meeting,  he  said,  ''It's  going  all  right 
for  Jayne,"  or  something  to  that  effect.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  1  have 
detailed  all  the  conversation  that  occurred  between  Mr.  Glancy  and  myself 
up  to  the  time  of  this  second  meeting.  1  c^.n't  remember  that  1  met'  Mr. 
Glancy  again  until  i  met  him  at  the  desk  in  Herr's  hotel.  When  he  met  me 
at  the  dssk  he  opened  the  conversation,  by  saying  to  me  that  he  addressed  me 
as  a  lawyer,  but  gave  me  no  fee. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Upon  what  authority  then  did  you  make  those 
emendations  in  the  letter  which  you  have  spoken  of  1 

Answer. — I  don't  know  upon  what  authority ;  I  can't  tell. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — What  were  the  emendations  made  by  youl 

■  Answer. — That  I  can't  tell ;  every  thing  was  done  in  such  a  hurry. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Who  were  with  Mr.  Glancy  at  this  interview  1 

Answer. — I  can't  swear  to  the  name,  but  I  think  it  was  a  Mr.  Roberts,  I 
think  of  Philadelphia,  This  man  Roberts  appeared  to  be  the  only  one  with 
Mr.  Glancy  that  was  listening. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne  — Did'nt  I  understand  you  to  say  before,  that  Mr. 
Walter  was  present  and  copied  the  le;ter  ] 

Answer. — I  asked  Mr.  Walter  afterwards  to  copy  the  letter.  It  was  per- 
haps five  or  ten  minutes  after.  Mr.  Glancy  and  his  friends,  I  think,  had  gone 
when  I  asked  Mr.  Walter  to  copy  the  letter. 

*>  • 
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Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — The  original  letter  then  was  left  with  you  to 
be  sent  to  Mr.  Haldeman  1 

Answer. — There  was  no  conversation  how  it  was  to  be  sent,  according  to    | 
the  best  of  my  recollection. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Then  why  was  it  sent  1. 

Answer. — 1  don't  know  that  it  was  sent.  How  it  went  I  don't  know.  It 
might  have  been  sent  by  me,  but  I  can't  say. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Why  did  you  request  Mr.  Walter  to  copy  iti 

Answer. — Because  I  did  not  wish  ray  hand-writing  to  be  seen  or  connected 
with  such  an  affair.  I  think  1  said  to  Mr.  Walter:  "  This  was  an  outrageous 
afiair,"  or  something  to  that  effect.  The  expression,  "outrageous  afiair,'^'  re- 
ferred to  the  subject  of  the  letter. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Did  Mr.  Walter,  notwithstanding  this  remark, 
copy  the  letter  I 

Answer. — I  think  he  did,  sir. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — What  became  of  the  original  letter  and  the  copy 
after  Mr.  Waiter  had  finished  it '?  f 

Answer. — That  I  cannot  say.  I  am  unable  to  say  [whether  Mr.  Walter 
took  them  with  him. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Had  you  seen  Mr.  Walter  and  Mr.  Glancy  or 
his  friends  together  1 

Answer. — 1  can't  say,  because  there  were  so  many  in  the  room.  They  were 
not  together  at  any  time,  to  my  knowledge.  I  can't  say  that  I  considered 
myself  as  acting  professionally  for  Mr.  Glancy  on  that  occasion.  The  reason 
why  I  hesitated  to  answer  in  respect  to  the  matter  now  under  consideration, 
was,  that  1  was  in  doubt  whether  it  would'nt  be  a  violation  of  confidence. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Who  were  the  two  or  three  other  persons  of 
whom  you  spoke  at  the  previous  examinatioc,  as  implicated  in  this  matter  1 

Answer. — I  referred  to  the  two  already  named  ;  that  is,  Mr.  Roberts  and 
Mr.  Glancy,  and  Mr.  Kerr.  I  had  seen  the  person  I  have  called  Roberts  and 
Mr.  Glancy  together  on  the  street,  and  at  Coverly's  together.  I  had  no  con- 
versation with  them  on  these  occasions.  I  think  I  saw  Mr.  Roberts  yesterday 
morning  as  I  was  going  to  church.  1  did  not  speak  to  him  then.  I  have  not 
spoken  to  Mr.  Roberts  before  or  since  that  interview  at  the  desk.  I  knew  Mr. 
Xs^err — sometimes  called  "Benton"  Kerr — before  the  interview  5t  the  desk.  I 
can't  saj'  I'm  v.'ell  acquainted  with  him.  1  have  met  him  very  often,  and  sat 
and  talked  with  him.  I  did  not  talk  with  him  about  the  subject  matter  of 
this  note  before  the  interview  at  the  desk,  but  I  have  since. 

Question  by  Mr.  M'Clintock. — Why  did  you  not  demur  to  the  use  of  your 
name  in  the  copy  of  the  letter  then  shown  to  you,  and  purporting  to  have  been 
written  by  D.  R.  Paxton,  on  your  examination  on  Saturday  night  1 

Answer. — Because,  although  the  impression  on  my  mind  was  that  it  referred 
to  Mr.  Kerr,  but  I  did  not  know  but  that  I  was  mistaken,  and  that  it  really 
might  refer  to  a  Mr.  Herr,  the  member,  or  one  of  my  brothers. 

Question  by  Mr.  M'Clintock. — Is  not  your  supposition  an  after  thought, 
that  the  name  Herr,  contained  in  the  copied  letter,  should  have  been  Kerr  1 

Answer. — It  could'nt  be  an  after  thought,  because  before  my  examiuatioa 
1  spoke  to  Mr.  Kerr  it  regard  to  the  mistake. 
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Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — You  have  said,  on  your  prior  examination  in 
reply,  that  on  Saturday  evening  of  that  day  you  told  Gen.  Williamson  that 
you  knew  nothing  of  this  letter.     Keconcile  your  statements,  if  you  please  1 

Answer. — Because  I  did  not  choose  to  tell  Mr.  Williamson  what  I  knew.  1 
was'nt  under  oath  at  that  time.  " 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — You  have  said,  on  jour  former  examination,  that 
prior  to  this  interview  with  Mr.  Williamson,  "I  had  no  knowledge  or  inti- 
mation of  the  existence  of  such  a  letter."  How  do  you  reconcile  that  with 
your  present  statement  1 

Answer. — Mr.  Williamson  spoke  to  me  of  a  letter  wherein  my  name  was 
mentioned,  and  the  amount  of  nine  hundred  dollars.  Of  such  a  letter  I  had 
no  knowledge  at  the  time. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — If  your  name  had  not  been  in  it,  why  did  you 
deny  your  knowledge  of  it  \ 

Answer. — Because  1  am  never  in  the  habit  of  talking  to  Mr.  Williamson, 
or  anjr  other  man,  on  a  matter  that  involves  the  reputation  of  another.  I  am 
not  so  vindictive. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne.— Were  you  more  certain  on  that  occasion,  than 
you  have  been  this  evening,  that  it  was  not  the  name  of  "  Mr.  Herr"  in  the 
letter "? 

Answer. — 1  don't  know,  because  I  can't  recall  my  impressions. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Can  you  state  now,  any  more  definitely  than 
you  could  on  your  prior  examination,  the  reasons  of  the  certainty  you  had 
expressed  that  money  had  been  corruptly  used  in  procuring  votes  for  United 
States  Senator  %  i 

Answer — Yes;  first*,  because  there  was  a  secret,  mysterious  visiting  going 
on,  by  members  and  senators,  to  Dr.  Jayne's  room  ;  because  there  was  stealthy 
whispering  between  different  parties,  and  because  very  often  when  some  gen- 
tlemen would  go  into  the  doctor's  room  the  door  was  locked. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — VYere  you  present  with  the  doctor  on  any  of 
these  occasions  1 

Answer. — Yes,  sir.  I  am  of  the  decided  opinion  that  I  must  have  been  in 
the  room  when  the  door  was  locked.  I  think  more  than  once.  1  must  have 
been  in  there  when  the  door  was  locked  four  or  five  or  six  times. 

Question  ty  Mr.  Browne. — When  you  say  you  had  no  doubt  of  corrupt 
practices  in  reference  to  the  Senatorship,  do  you  speak  from  knowledge  gained 
Jit  these  interviews  1 

Answer. — No,  sir ;  my  conclusions  are  formed  upon  the  reasons  I  before 
gave. 

Question  by  Mr,  Browne. — What  offers  were  made  at  any  of  these  inter- 
views under  lock  and  keyl 

Answex. — None,  that  1  ever  heard. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — What  was  the  necessity  for  the  door  being 
locked  on  these  occasions  ] 

Answer. — I  don't  know.  I  can  see  no  necessity  for  it,  unless  it  was  done 
mechanically  or  spasmodically. 
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Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Have  you  no  other  reasons  for  believing  that 
corrupt  practices  were  used  in  tliis  matter  than  those  you  have  already  stated  7 

Answer. — None  that  I  can  just  now  think  of.  Mr.  E.  M.  Paxton  was  pre- 
sent on  every  one  of  these  occasions  when  the  door  was  locked.  Mr.  Wal- 
ter was  not  present.  I  think  Mr.  Glancy  was  present.  I  think  Mr.  Koberts 
was  not  present.  One  evening  I  was  going  into  the  doctor's  room — it  was 
dark,  and  no  candle — and  two  persons  came  out.  One  was  immediately  af- 
terwards spoken  of  by  Dr  Jayneas  Zeilin.  A  tall  gentleman,  who  I  was  told, 
either  by  the  doctor  or  Mr.  Paxton,  was  Mr.  Leas,  a  member,  was  coming  out 
as  I  was  going  in.  1  did  not  know  that  the  door  had  been  locked  at  that  time. 
I  can't  recall  the  name  of  any  member  or  senator  1  met  there  when  the  door 
was  locked. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — What  were  the  services  for  which  you  were  to 
receive  a  fee  or  compensation  from  Dr.  Jayne,  as  stated  on  your  prior  exami- 
nation % 

Answer. — It  was  to  counsel  and  advise  him  as  to  the  best  method  to  pursue 
to  accomplish  the  object  lor  which  he  came  here.  It  was  on  Tuesday  morning, 
the  13th  inst.,  that  I  saw  Dr.  Jayne  last,  at  his  office  in  the  ci:j .  Dr.  Jayno 
did  not  say  to  me  any  thing  about  his  intention  to  be  absent  fron)  the  city.. 
The  subject  of  this  inquiry  was  not  introduced  at  that  interview.  1  did  not 
know  of  it.  I  did  not  know  that  money  had  been  used  by  Dr.  Jayne  at  tha 
time  that  the  letter  marked  ^'A"  was  handed  to  me. 

Question  by  Mr,  Browne. — Why  did  you  consent  to  be  the  agent  in  emend- 
ing or  copying  a  letter  which  alleged  that  fact  1 

Answer. — Because  my  mind  was  predisposed  to  that  belief,  and  I  believed 
what  Mr.  Glancy  said.  1  can't  recollect  distinctly  what  Mr.  Glancy  said 
when  he  handed  me  the  letter;  but  my  distinct  impress.ion  is  thnt  he  spoke  of 
"very  high  figures."  I  don't  know  whether  I  received  information  from  him 
or  another  quarter  about  sixty  thousand  dollars  being  dsed.  My  impression 
is,  that  speaking  of  the  letter,  he  said  nineteen  hundred  dollars. 

Question  by  Chairman  — I  wish  you  to  say  whether  or  not  you  did  not  re- 
quest Mr.  Waller  to  seal  up  the  copy,  and  direct  him  to  send  it  to  Haldeman  1 

Answer. — It  is  possible  that  I  did. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Was  not  the  copy  made  by  Walter,  when  so 
sealed  up  and  directed,  given  by  you  to  a  gentleman,  just  then  starting  to  the 
Capitol,  with  a  request  to  deliver  it  to  Mr.  Haldeman  i. 

Answer. — I  have  no  recollection  of  that  fact.  It  may  be,  but  I  have  no 
recollection  of  it. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Have  not  certain  members  of  the  pres-nt  Legis- 
lature admitted  to  you  that  they  had  received  money,  or  promises  oi!  money, 
for  their  votes  or  influence  for  IJnited  States  Senator '{ 

Answer. — Never  a  man.  I  have  no  recollection  of  speaking  to  a  single 
member,  either  before  or  since  the  caucus. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Did  you  not  state  to  persons  in  this  town,  that 
$21,000,  or  some  similar  amount,  had  passed  through  your  hands  in  this  can- 
vass for  U.  S.  Senator  1 

Answer. — Well, Mr.  Jordan,!  do  not  think  that  I  said  anything  of  the  kind, 
but  I  may  have  said  so;  but  I  swear  that  Dr.  Jayne,  nor  any  of  his  agents^ 
never  gave  me  a  farthing  to  influence  votes,  or  to  make  capital  for  him — nor 
did  any  other  candidate  for  Senator,  or  any  agent  fur  him.     Besides  those  I 
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have  named  as  present  at  the  interview  spoken  of,  in  Dr.  Jayne's  room,  was 
Dr.  Eshleman,  and  I  think,  on  one  occasion,  Gen.  Williamson  of  Huntingdon. 
{  never  gave  Mr.  Plaldeinan  personally,  or  any  other  one  for  him,  any  money 
to  vote  in  any  way  upon  any  question  or  bill,  nor  did  1  transmit  any. 

A.  J.  HERE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  19th  day  of  February,  1855,  before 

FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 


Mr.  William  Walter,  sworn. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — My  age  is  nearly  thirty-four  ;  reside 
in  Gettysburg.     I  am  register  and  recorder  of  Adams  county. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Do  you  know  anything  about  a  letter  said  to  have 
been  copied  by  you,  at  the  request  of  A.  J.  Herr,  Esq.  l  If  so,  state  all  you 
know  about  it. 

Answer. — Last  Saturday  a  week  ago,  in  the  morning,  tenth  present  month* 
I  came  out  of  dining  room  at  Herr's  hotel,  and  as  I  stepped  around  in  front  of 
the  bar,  Mr.  A.  J.  Herr,  who  has  just  been  examined,  was  in  the  bar,  and 
called  me  and  asked  me  if  I  was  engaged.  I  told  him  I  was  not  at  that  time. 
He  asked  me  if  I  would  copy  a  letter  for  him.  1  told  him  1  would.  I  then 
went  with  him  into  front  parlor,  where  he  gave  the  letter  and  paper  and  ink, 
to  make  a  copy  from  it.  He  then  left  me,  and  I  proceeded  to  make  a  copy. 
I  made  one  for  him  ;  likewise  one  for  myself,  and  returned  Avith  the  copy  for 
him  to  bar-i'oom  again  ;  went  into  bar  where  he  was  standing  at  thfe  desk.  1 
then  showed  him  what  I  had  done ;  likewise  told  him  that  I  had  made  an 
alteration  of  one  or  two  words  in  fourth  line  from  bottom,  as  I  did  not  consider 
the  original  made  good  sense.  He  glanced  at  it  hastily,  and  said  that  it  was 
right.  I  read  none  of  the  letter  to  him,  except  that  portion  1  made  the  alter- 
ation of.  He  then  gave  me  an  envelope,  and  I  folded  the  sheet  of  paper  and 
put  it  into  envelope  and  addressed  it  according  to  his  direction.  The  direc- 
tions were  "■Jacob  Haldeman,  Esq.,  Senate."  Whilst  I  was  doing  this,  at 
least  a  iaw  moments  after  1  had  it  done,  a  gentleman  stepped  up  to  bar  and 
asked  for  letters.  He  gave  him  some  letters  or  papers;  don't  recollect  dis- 
tinctly which,  and  the  person  had  turned  and  made  a  step  or  two  from  bar, 
when  Mr.  Herr  called  him  back  and  requested  him  to  take  this  letter  along 
with  him  to  House  or  Senate  Chamber;  don't  recollect  distinctly  which.  The 
person  said  he  did'nt  know  whether  Mr.  Haldeman  would  be  there  or  not,  but 
he  would  take  it  along  and  leave  it  on  his  desk.  This  letter  so  sent  up,  was 
the  copy  I  made  of  the  original,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  or  two  words 
altered  by  me.  I  gave  the  original  to  Mr.  Herr.  1  saw  Mr.  Herr  either  lay 
it  on  th«  desk  on  his  father's  bar,  or  put  it  in  ;  can't  say  which.  I  can't  say 
distinctly  the  alterations  made  ;  merely  an  alteration  of  style,  no  alteration 
of  sense.  The  substance  of  the  letter  remained  precisely  the  same  as  the 
original  was.  I  kept  copy  I  made  for  myself  until  eleven  o'clock,  when  I  was 
in  Senator  Cooper's  room  at  Vaughn's.  I  showed  him  the  copy  which  I 
had  taken.  After  he  had  read  it,  there  were  some  three  or  four  persons  in  the 
room,  most  of  them  strangers  to  me,  but  with  one  of  whom  I  afterwards 
became  acquainted.  .Mr.  Cooper  handed  this  copy  of  mine  to  either  a  gentle- 
man by  the  name  of  Sanderson,  or  some  other  individual  whom  I  do  not  know. 
I  don't  recollect  which  of  the  two  got  my  copy  first.  They  asked  me  if  they 
might  take  a  copy.  I  told  them  I  had  no  objections.  They  took  off  two 
copies,  (witness  here  produced  copy  taken  by  himself,  for  which  see  page 
•eleven,  and  says,  ''this  is  the  copy.")  1  did  not  see  any  person  speaking  to 
Mr,  Herr  at  this  time,  as  I  stated  before.     I  had  just  come  out  from  breakfast. 
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Question  by  Mr.  M'Clintock. — Do  you  know  Mr.  Haldeman,  a  member  of 
the  present  Legislature,  personally  or  otherwise  1 

Answer. — I  do  not.  He  was  pointed  out  to  me  as  I  came  to  town  to-day, 
but  I  don't  think  I  would  know  him  now  if  I  saw  him.  i  can't  say  that  I 
know  Mr.  Heir's  hand-writing.  I  never  received  but  one  letter  from  him.  I 
do  not  know  in  whose  hand-writing  the  letter  was  that  I  copied.  My  im- 
pression is,  that  Mr.  Herr  said,  when  he  handed  me  the  letter  to  copy,  that 
he  got  it  from  the  person  who  signed  it,  "  D.  R.  Paxton" — that  he  (Paxton) 
wished  a  copy  made  and  sent,  and  that  he  wanted  to  keep  the  original.  It 
has  be'en  eighteen  months  sirxe  I  got  a  letter  from  Mr.  Herr.  I  don't  know 
D.  R.  Paxton  or  E.  M.  Paxson.  * 

W.  T.  WALTER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  19th  day  of  February,  1855,  before 

FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 


TUESDAY,  February  2,0,  1855. 

Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Cyrus  P.  Miller,  affirmed. 

I  am  Sergeant-at-Arms.  This  subpoena  was  put  into  my  hands  14<th  Feb- 
ruary— served  February  15th  on  Mr.  Raj'^mond  and  Mr.  Nelson — was  at  the 
residence  of  the  other  parties,  A.  J.  Herr,  Geo.  M.  Lauman  and  Jas.  Reily, 
and  could  not  find  them.  I  have  made  every  effort  in  order  to  find  them,  but 
could  not — went  to  Mr.  Lauman's  printing  office,  and  was  told  he  had  gone 
to  New  York — was  at  his  residence,  and  was  told  there  that  he  had  gone  to 
New  York.  They  stated  he  had  gone  in  the  morning  of  the  15th,  the  same 
day  I  was  at  his  house.  They  did  not  say  when  he  would  be  home — that  he 
had  gone  to  New  York  city.  [Witness  showed  another  subpoena  dated  Mth 
February.]  I  have  had  this  subpoena  also  ;  I  served  it  16th  February  on 
Jno.  P.  Sanderson  at  Philadelphia,  who  is  here — was  at  the  residence  of  Dr. 
Jayne  same  day,  between  five  and  six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon— was  told  by 
the  man  in  his  office  that  he  had  left  for  Boston  a  few  days  previous — that  he 
did  not  know  when  he  would  be  back ;  he  thought  though  in  a  few  days.  I 
was  told  the  same  thing  at  his  house  by  his  servant — was  at  the  office  of 
Edward  M.  Paxson,  and  the  door  was  locked,  and  on  the  outside  Avritten. 
"  Gone  to  Boston."  I  then  called  at  his  residence,  Walnut  street,  and  was 
told  the  same  thing  there.  Next  called  at  the  residence  of  Harry  Connelh'', 
and  was  told  he  had  gone  to  W^ashington — that  he  would  be  back  in  a  few 
days.  I  then  called  at  the  residence  of  Lewis  C.  Levin,  and  was  told  by  his 
servant  that  he  had  left  for  New  York  a  iew  days  previous — that  he  would  be 
back  in  a  few  days.  I  made  all  the  efforts  that  could  be  made  to  serve  sub- 
poena on  all  these  parties,  but  could  not  find  them,  except  Mr.  Sanderson. 

C.  P.  MILLER. 
Affirmed  and  subscribed  20th  of  February,  1855,  before 

FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 


John  F.  Herr,  affirmed. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — Am  thirty-one  past;  am  a  farmer; 
residence,  Lancaster  county  j  at  present  a  member  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, Harrisburg. 
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To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — I  acknowledge  that  there  have  been 
corrupt  influences  at  work — some  intended  to  operate  on  myself.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  session — the  first  couple  of  weeks  probably — I  was  in- 
troduced to  Dr.  Jayne.  He  expressed  himself  as  being  a  candidate  for  United 
States  Senator,  and  solicited  my  vote.  I  told  him  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances, 1  couldn't  give  him  my  vote.  He  gave  me  to  understand,  rather 
indirectly,  on  that  occasion,  that  if  I  would  give  him  a  vote  I  would  be  sub- 
stantially rewarded,  or  something  to  that  effect;  don't  know  precisely  the 
exact  language.  I  told  him,  "  Doctor,  I'm  afraid  that  game  won't  answer,"  or 
something  to  that  effect.  He  requested  me  to  call  on  him  in  his  room  on  that 
evening.  Instead  of  going,  I  avoided  him  then,  and  on  all  occasions  as  much 
as  I  possibly  could. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  from  this  time  forth  none  but  witnesses 
and  members  be  admitted  to  committee  room. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Herr  resumed — 1  had  no  conversation  with  the  doctor  for  a  consid- 
erable length  of  time.  One  day — don't  remember  the  time — before  the  caucus, 
however — I  was  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  front  of  clerk's 
desk.  Mr.  Michael  Peiper,  who,  I  understand,  resides  in  Philadelphia,  ac- 
costed me,  and  said  that  they  expected  mc  to  vote  for  Dr.  Jayne.  I  told  him 
1  did'nt  know  for  what  reason  they  formed  such  expectations.  He  said  that 
in  case  you  give  him  a  vote,  and  succeed  in  getting  one  of  my  colleagues  to 
go  with  me,  I  would  be  largely  rewarded — that  doctor,  as  every  body  knows, 
is  very  wealthy,  whose  income  is  an  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  a  year, 
and  he  is  willing  to  expend  the  whole  income  to  secure  his  election,  and  if 
you  do  what  I  desire  you,  he  will  not  hesitate- to  give  you  five  thousand  dol- 
lars. I  was  very  much  astonished — shocked  at  the  suggestion,  that  I  could 
not  reply  immediately.  I  told  him,  after  some  little  time,  that  he  was  sub- 
jecting himself  to  the  charge  of  bribery,  and  I  would  have  to  expose  him,  and 
that  under  no  circumstances  would  I  vote  for  a  man  who  made  use  of  such 
expedients  to  get  the  office.  He  replied  that  1  should  not  consider  it  in  that 
light — that  the  doctor  would  make  an  arrangement  with  me,  and  give  me,  after 
his  election,  a  check  on  the  bank  to  that  amount  as  a  present.  I  repudiated 
the  whole  matter,  and  walked  away.  Immediately  went  over  to  Mr.  Shuman, 
our  .Senator,  and  related  the  circumstances  to  him,  not  as  explicitly  as  I  did 
here,  but  the  main  points  of  it.  After  returning  from  the  Senate  Chamber,, 
being  in  conversation  with  my  colleague,  Mr.  Witmer,  Mr.  Franklin,  col- 
league from  Lancaster  countjr,  came  up  to  us  and  stated  that' he  wished  to  re- 
late some  of  his  experience,  which  was  pretty  much  the  same  as  mine.  I  saw 
the  doctor  pretty  shortly  after  this  event  at  Herr's  hotel,  and  he  stated  again 
that  he  expected  my  vote,  and  made  the  following  statement,  as  near  as  I  re- 
member :  "  1  have  no  claims  upon  you ;  i  don't  ask  the  position  upon  the 
ground  of  merit ;  but  I  understand  that  Simon  Cameron  is  about  buying  the 
members  of  the  Legislature,  and  I  think  I  have  as  good  a  right  to  buy  them 
as  he  has.  1  am  ambitious,  covet  distinction,  care  nothing  about  the  office 
ofi  account  of  its  salary,  as  every  body  knows,  and  where  Cameron  has  one 
dollar  to  spend  I  have  five."  These  were  substantially  his  words.  From  big 
conversation,  I  was  led  to  believe  that  Mr.  Peiper  had  not  told  him  of  the  in- 
terview between  Peiper  and  myself.  He  spoke  it  all  connectedly  without 
giving  me  an  opportunity  to  say  a  word.  I  don't  know  that  1  made  any  re- 
ply;  I  was  so  annoyed.  Mr.  Franklin  and  myself  spoke  about  the  matter, 
and  we  agreed  that  we  would  not  keep  it  quiet,  but  make  it  public,  and  I  have 
told  it  every  place  that  I  have  visited,  and  to  all  members  that  I  knew.  That 
is  all  1  know  about  the  doctor's  case,  excepting  a  few  days  before  the  caucus. 
Dr.  Eshelman,  his  son-in-law,  introduced  himself  to  me.  I  think  he  is  in 
business  with  the  doctor  in  the  city.     He  called  me  to  one  side,  in  a  side  room 
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at  Herr's  hotel  one  day,  and  asked  me  whether  I  could  do  any  thing  for  Dr. 
Jayne.  1  told  him  I  was  astonished  at  his  asking  that  question,  or  something 
similar.  He  said  the  Doctor  was  a  very  clever,  liberal  man — that  he  always 
duly  appreciated  favors — gives  a  great  many  valuable  gifts  to  persons  in  his 
employ,  such  as  gold  watches,  and  said  that  he  would  kindly  remember  me  if 
I  would  do  something  for  him,  even  if  he  should  not  be  successful.  I  believe 
that  is  all  1  know  about  Dr.  Jayne.  I  never  conversed  with  him  after  that 
time.  Mr.  Peiper  first  introduced  the  Doctor  to  me.  Mr.  Piper  had  been  in- 
troduced  to  me  before  the  same  day  as  a  gentleman  who  formerly  lived  in 
Lancaster.  Mr.  Peiper  resides  in  Philadelphia.  I  was  informed  that  his  name 
is  Michael  Piper. 

Question  by  Mr.  Thompson. — Was  Dr.  Jayne's  name  introduced  as  a  can- 
didate for  United  States  Senator  into  a  caucus,  and  what  caucus  1 

Answer. — His  name  was  introduced  into  the  American  caucus,  and  he  had 
some  votes.  There  has  been  no  direct  offer  to  me  to  give  a  vote  for  Simon 
Cameron,  but  there's  a  gentleman  from  Lancaster  city,  a  member  of  the  bar, 
was  to  see  me  some  time  ago.  There  was  a  party  of  us  in  my  room  at 
Herr's  hotel,  and  spent  the  evening  with  me.  Mr.  Eshelman  (his  name  is 
David  G.  Eshelman,  the  gentleman  just  referred  to — not  the  same  one  that  I 
have  mentioned  as  son-in-law  of  Dr.  Jayne — )stated  that  he  was  offered  mo- 
ney to  procure  a  vote  or  two  from  our  delegation  for  Simon  Cameron.  I 
asked  him  whether  he  expected  he  could  operate  on  me.  He  said  not,  nor 
had  he  any  intention  to  operate  in  his  favor  or  he  would  not  have  made  known 
the  matter  to  me.  That  was  all  that  occurred  on  that  occasion.  This  was 
stated  by  Mr.  Eshelman  casually  before  the  company.  That  is  the  only 
thing  in  regard  to  Simon  Cameron  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view.  Some  three 
weeks  after  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  I  was  on  a  visit  to  Benjamin 
Musser,  New  Market,  a  village  near  this.  Among  others,  while  we  were  con- 
versing,  he  stated  that  Mr.  Cameron  would  make  a  strong  effort  to  secure  his 
election.  He  stated,  or  his  son  in  his  presence,  that  Cameron  would'nt  scru- 
ple to  expend  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  stated  that  he  had  written  him  a  let- 
ter and  his  son  also,  to  induce  him  to  operate  in  his,  Cameron's,  favor.  I 
would'nt  like  to  state  that  Mr.  Musser  was  requested  to  ask  me  to  vote  for 
Cameron,  but  I  inferred  it  from  his  language.  1  understood  it  so.  But  he 
requested  me  at  the  same  time  to  vote  against  him— he  was'nt  favorable  to 
his  election,  though  a  warm  personal  friend.  x\]r.  Musser  is  connected  with 
Cameron  by  marriage,  as  1  understand,  and  Mr.  Musser  is  also  connected  with 
my  wife.  I  visited  there  of  my  own  accord.  Mr.  Musser's  son's  name  is 
Henry.  I  went  to  Musser's  Saturday  evening  and  returned  Monday  morning. 
I  think  the  conversation  was  on  the  evening  I  got  there. 

Question  by  Dr.  M'Clintock. — You  state  that  in  your  conversation  with 
Mr.  Musser  he  alleged  that  Simon  Cameron  would  not  hesitate  to  spend  fifty 
thousand  dollars  to  secure  his  election  to  the  United  States  Senate.  Did  he 
give  you  any  ground  on  which  he  based  said  allegations  % 

Answer. — No,  sir.  Having  been  so  well  acquainted,  he  inferred,  I  judge,, 
from  his  past  conduct  that  he  would  be  willing  to  do  so.  I  inferred  it  de- 
cidedly from  his  conversation  and  from  some  statements  that  he  made  that  he 
was  of  that  opinion.  He  gave  me  to  understand  that  he  was  a  very  corrupt 
politician,  and  on  these  grounds  was  not  worthy  of  being  supported. 

To  the  thirteenth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  don't  know  anything  directly 
but  was  told  by  Mr.  Baldwin,  a  member  of  the  House,  that  Mr.  Bardwell, 
from  Elizabethtown,  Lancaster  county,  told  him  that  he  entered  into  an  ar- 
rangement with  Simon  Cameron  to  procure  the  passage  of  the  act  making  the 
new  county  of  Conewago,  of  which  Elizabethtown  is  to  be  the  county  seat. 
Simon  Cameron  promised  to  them  all  his  influence  in  favor  of  the  new  county. 
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provided  he  would  use  his  influence  to  secure  Cameron  the  election  of  United 
JStates  Senator.  Mr.  Bardwell  has  been  here  ever  since  the  opening  of  the 
Legislature,  with  the  avowed  object  of  procuring  the  passage  of  the  county 
of  Conewago  out  of  part  of  Lancaster  county- 
Question  by  Mr.  Browne.— Have  you  seen  any  evidence  of  such  arrange- 
ments yourself  sufficient  to  convince  you  of  their  existence  1 

Answer. — I  am  not  cognizant  of  any  facts  to  convince  mc  that  it  is  so. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Have  any  facts  come  under  your  observation  in 
the  House,  convincing  you  of  the  existence  of  such  arrangements  ] 

Answer. — I  discovered  from  a  conversation  of  Mr.  Wickersham,  that  Mr.  Rit- 
tenhouse  supported  Simon  Cameron  for  the  purpose  of  getting  his  new  coun- 
ty through.  I  may  be  wrong  in  my  inference.  Mr.  Rittenhouse  v/as  angry 
with  Mr.  Wickersham,  because  he  did  not  support  Simon  Cameron,  and 
thereby  injure  the  passage  o/the  bill  erecting  the  new  county  of  Madison. 

To  the  third  interrogatory  he  answers: 

There  is  another  matter  connected  with  it.  On  Friday,  the  day  of  the 
caucus,  I  was  in  my  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  Dr.  Mellinger  of 
the  Senate,  came  to  me  and  requested  me  to  meet  him  at  his  room  No.  27, 
Coverly's  hotel,  in  the  afternoon,  at  3  o'clock.  He  said  he  had  something  of 
importance  to  relate  to  me  which  he  could  not  communicate  there.  I  went 
accordingly.  I  found  him  in  his  room  in  company  with  a  couple  of  gentle- 
men to  whom  he  introduced  me.  They  were  visitors,  I  think,  from  Adams 
county.  I  don't  remember  their  names.  After  being  there  some  little  time, 
Mr.  Haldeman  of  the  Senate,  came  in.  Those  stnmgers  left  pretty  shortly, 
and  Mr.  Haldeman  and  Mr.  Mellinger  and  myself,  were  left  alone.  Mr.  Halde- 
man called  Mr.  Mellinger  out,  and  1  was  alone  for  a  little  while,  Mr.  Halde- 
man and  Mellinger  were  in  conversation  outside  the  door.  Dr.  Mellinger 
returned  and  left  Mr.  Haldeman  outside.  Dr.  Mellinger  told  me  that  he 
(Mellinger)  was  requested  to  make  a  proposition  to  me.  He  asked  me 
whether  I  would  be  willing  to  support  Lev/is  C.  Levin,  in  case  we  could  not 
succeed  in  getting  Mr.  Curtin  nominated  in  caucus.  I  told  him  that  I  should 
dislike  very  much  to  vote  for  Levin,  but  Mr.  Shuman  and  myself  had  been 
conversing  on  that  topic  a  short  time  previous,  and  we  rather  came  to  the 
conclusion,  that  if  he  was  the  only  man  that  could  defeat  Mr.  Cameron,  we 
would  support  him  in  preference.  He  said,  that  if  I  could  persuade  Mr. 
Shuman  to  vote  along  with  myself  for  Mr.  Levin,  after  balloting  as  long  as 
there  was  a  prospect  of  securing  the  nomination  of  our  favorite  candidate,  I 
would  be  amply  rewarded.  He  said,  there  was  a  fund  raised  to  secure  his 
nomination,  provided  we  don't  agree  on  our  principle  candidates.  I  expressed 
no  reply,  to  my  knowledge.  He  made  these  oflers  or  suggestions  apparently 
with  great  reluctance,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  embarrassment.  He  stated 
further,  that  if  I  had  no  faith  in  his  statements,  he  would  introduce  me  to 
Mr.  Levin  himself,  and  he  would  enter  into  an  arrangement  with  me  to  any 
amount  that  I  could  reasonably  expect  or  demand.  I  merely  replied,  that  1 
did  not  wish  an  introduction;  Xhat  I  had  other  engagements,  and  had  ta 
leave.  On  my  leaving  he  called  me  again  and  stated,  that  he  wished  to  see 
me  another  time  before  the  caucus.  I  left,  and  Avas«determined  to  avoid  that 
meeting ;  consequently  I  did  not  go  to  supper  until  it  was  partly  over,  and  did 
not  meet  him  until  we  were  in  caucus.  I  tried  to  avoid  him  there  as  much 
as  possible,  but  he  happened  to  pass  by  me,  and  just  stated  in  German,  that 
I  should  remember  what  he  told  me ;  that  after  several  ballots  they  would 
concentrate  their  strength  on  Lewis  C.  Levin.  That  is  all  I  know  about  it. 
1  don't  know  that  Mr.  Haldeman  remained  there  after  he  went  out.  Mr.  Hal- 
deman said  nothing  to  me  about  it,  and  his  name  was  not  mentioned  to  me  • 
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in  connection  with  it.  Mr.  Levin  had  several  votes  in  caucus  for  U.  S.  Sena- 
tor, and  besides  his  name  was  suggested  to  me  by  several  members  as  a 
compromise  candidate.  I  believe  I  have  given  you  a  plain,  unvarnished 
statement  of  all  I  know. 

JOHN  F.  HERR. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed,  the  20tli  day  of  February,  1S55,  before 

FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 


Thomas  L.  Baldwin,  sworn. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — I  am  thirty-seven  years  of  ag-e  ; 
occupation,  merchandizing;  residence,  Tioga  county;  at  present  a  member 
of  the  Legislature. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — Nothing  more  than  that  related  by 
Mr.  John  F.  Herr,  just  examined,  so  far  as  he  referred  to  me,  except  that  I 
did  not  know  where  Mr.  Bardtt'ell  resided,  nor  v.'here  the  county  seat  was  to 
be.  This  arose  from  a  conversation  between  us  on  the  day  of  the  ballotings 
for  United  States  Senator.  Mr.  Bardwell  said  in  substance,  that  he  was  to 
have  help  from  Cameron,  towards  getting  the  bill  for  his  new  county  through, 
and  he,  Bardwell,  was  to  reciprocate  that  by  using  his  influence  for  Mr. 
Cameron.  I  said  to  him,  in  substance,  that  1  "did  not  like  that  way  of  doing 
things;  that  persons  wanting  those  things  should  communicate  directly  with 
the  members.  Something  was  then  said  about  his  new  county.  I  then  re- 
marked in  substance,  that  if  it  was  a  just  proposition  I  had  no  objection  to 
voting  for  it. 

I  think  that  is  all.  I  might  say,  further,  that  at  the  time  I  made  the  remark, 
that  I  did  not  like  that  way  of  doing  business,  he  said  that  persons  would 
do  any  thing  to  fairly  carry  the  thing  along.  1  thought  nothing  particular  of 
this  until  I  got  into  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Herr,  and  learning  that  it  was  a 
county  in  which  he  was  interested. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Did  Bardwell  say  he  had  this  arrangement  about 
the  new  county  with  Simon  Cameron,  or  with  some  one  else  \ 

Answer. — I  understood  him  that  it  was  with  Mr.  Cameron,  but  would  not 
be  positive  about  it.  I  got  that  impression. 

To  the  third  interrogatory  he  answers — I  do  not. 

T.  L.  BALDWIN. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  the  20th  day  of  February,  1S55,  before 

•  FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 

On  motion, 

The  Committee  adjourned  to  meet  on  Wednesday  evening,  February  21st, 
at  7  o'clock. 


W^EDNESDAY  EVENING,  February  21,  1855. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Musser,  affirmed. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — Asfe,  fifty-three  years  ]  residence, 
•New  Market,  York  county  j  occupation,  lumber  merchant. 
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Questionby  Chairman. — Had  you  and  Mr.  John  F.  Herr  an  interview  at 
your  house,  and  a  conversation  about  Gen,  Cameron  and  the  United  States 
Senatorship  1 

Answer. — Yes  sir,  we  had.  I  think  it  was  the  first  Saturday  in  January, 
since  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature.  My  son  Henry  I  think  was  present, 
but  I  don't  remember.  He  was  there  during  the  time  of  Mr.  Herr's  visit.  I 
told  Mr.  Herr  that  I  had  received  a  letter  from  Simon  Cameron,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  U.  S.  Senator.  I  have  not  the  letter  with  me  ;  don't  remember  what 
I  did  with  it;  it  was  just  a  few  lines.  Gen.  Cameron  requested  me  to  speak 
to  Mr.  RiUter,  member  from  York  county,  who  lives  in  our  township,  and 
use  my  influence  with  him.  I  did  not  urge  Mr.  Herr  to  vote  for  Gen.  Came- 
ron. I  told  him  my  preference  was  for  another.  Gen.  Cameron's  wife  and 
mine  are  first  cousins. 

Question  by  Mr.  Thompson. — Did  you  say  to  Mr.  Herr  that  Gen.  Cameron 
would  give  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  secure  his  election  1  If  so,  had  you  any 
knowledge,  derived  from  Gen.  Cameron  himself,  that  he  would  do  so,  and  did 
he  authorize  you  to  offer  any  money  to  any  body  1 

Answer. — He  never  authorized  me  to  give  money  to  any  body.  I  don't 
know  that  I  had  mentioned  any  sum  ;  only  that  it  was  common  rumor  that  if 
money  would  elect  him,  it  would'nt  be  spared.  1  did  not  derive  any  know- 
ledge of  that  kind  from  Gen.  Cameron  himself,  directly  or  indirectly. 

BENJ.  H.  MUSSER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  21st  day  of  February,  1855. 


Mr.  Henry  Musser,  affirmed. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  ans-wers — My  age  is  between  twenty-six  and 
twenty-seven;  residence.  New  Market,  York  county  ;  lumber  merchant.  1 
was  present  at  that  conversation  between  my  father  and  Mr.  Jno.  F.  Herr.  As 
far  as  my  memory  serves  me,  what  my  father  has  told  you  is  the  correct  ver- 
sion of  the  conversation.  I  received  a  letter  from  Gen.  Cameron  on  the  same 
subject,  and  with  a  similar  request.  1  don't  know  where  the  letter  is ; 
searched  for  it  diligently  to-day,  and  could  not  find  it.  Cannot  say  what  the 
date  of  the  letter  was ;  it  was  perhaps  a  month  after  the  October  election.  I 
do  not  know  of  any  influence  used  by  Gen.  Cameron  to  secure  his  election 
to  the  U.  S.  Senate,  except  what  I  have  stated. 

H.  R.  MUSSER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  21st  day  of  February,  1855. 


Emlen  Franklin,  affirmed. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — I  am  twenty-seven  years  of  age ; 
attorney — residence,  Lancaster  county;  at  present  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — The  only  thing  that  i  know 
upon  the  subject  concerns  myself.  It  was  in  the  latter  part  of  January  last ; 
I  think  Michael  G.  Piper,  of  Philadelphia,  I  think  a  clerk  in  a  wholesale 
store,  called  me  out  of  my  seat  in  the  House  into  the  rotunda,  and  there  told 
me  that  David  Jayne  was  a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator  ;  that  he  found 
he  could'nt  get  the  office  without  paying  for  it ;  that  Dr.  Jayne  was  abun- 
dantly able  to  pay  me  my  price  for  my  vote,  and  then  asked  me  what  my  price 
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would  be.  I  told  him  he  must  not  attempt  to  influence  me  by  such  considera- 
tions ;  that  he  must  expect  me  now  to  vote  against  Dr.  Jayne,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances. 1  then  left  him  and  returned  to  my  seat  in  the  House.  That  is 
all  I  know  about  it.  I  mentioned  this  conversation  to  Mr.  Herr.  I  don't  re- 
collect whether  it  was  immediately.  I  mentioned  it  frequently  to  several 
persons.  Soon  after  the  whole  party  decamped  for  Philadelphia.  That  was  my 
impression.  The  party  I  mean  were  Dr.  Jayne,  Dr.  Eshelman,  and  I  tlijnk  a 
Mr.  Harding.  1  was  introduced  to  Dr.  Jayne  about  the  time  of  this  conver- 
sation ;  about  a  week  after  or  before.  I  don't  recollect  of  any  conversation  I 
had  with  Dr.  Jayne  on  the  subject  of  United  States  Senator.  Mr.  Piper  was 
boarding  at  the  same  hotel  with  Dr.  Jayne.  I  can't  tell  whether  he  was  in 
his  company.  A  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Paxson  called  on  me  at  my  office 
in  Lancaster,  before  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature.  My  impression  is  that 
his  name  was  Pa^cson.  He  just  asked  me  whether  1  could  vote  for  Dr.  Jayne, 
and  stated  that  he  was  a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator.  He  made  no 
improper  propositions  to  me.     I  did  not  meet  Mr.  Paxson  after  that  interview. 

To  the  fourth  interrogatory  he  answers — No,  sir ;  Mr.  Herr  and  I  have 
frequently  talked  over  this  matter,  but  1  have  heard  no  other  person. 

To  the  thirteenth  interrogatory  he  answers — No,  sir ;  I  do  not.  1  heard 
Bome  conversation  between  Mr.  Baldwin  and  Mr.  Herr  about  new  county  in- 
fluences. 

To  the  third  interrogatory  he  answers — No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

EMLEN  FRANKLIN. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  the  21st  day  of  February,  1855. 


Mr.  George  H.  Bardwell,  affirmed. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — My  age  is  near  twenty-six ;  occu- 
pation clerk  and  merchant;  residence Elizabethtown,  Lancaster  county. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — I  have  no  knowledge  of  any 
thing  of  the  kind. 

Question  by  Chairman. — State  if  the  object  of  your  visit  to  Harrisbarg  is 
not  to  procure  the  erection  of  a  new  county,  composed  of  a  part  of  Dauphin, 
Lebanon  and  Lancaster  1 

Answer. — It  is  to  aid  in  that  cause. 

Question  by  Chairman. — State  if  you  have  not  whilst  here,  been  exerting 
your  influence  in  favor  of  the  election  or  nomination  of  General  Cameron  to 
the  United  States  Senate  1 

Answer. — Yes,  sir,  to  a  certain  extent,  I  don't  know  but  that  I  have  ;  my 
feelings  are  that  way  from  friendly  relations  between  the  family  and  myself. 

Question  by  Chairman. — State  if  you  have  not  had  promises  of  support  in 
the  passage  of  the  bill  erecting  your  county  from  the  avowed  friends  of  Gen. 
Cameron  \ 

Answer. — Well,  sir,  I  hardly  know  how  to  answer  that  question.  Friends  of 
Cameron,  (outsiders  only,)  people  through  our  district,  I  said  I  thought  that 
if  they  would  allow  outsiders  to  vote  that  we  would  try  to  elect  him.  Well, 
I  have  said  that  we  wanted  all  the  friends  we  could  get  in  support  of  our  mea- 
sure ;  that  we  were  unfortunate  in  not  having  a  member  that  was  for  our  divi- 
sion from  our  district.  I  had  no  promises  of  support  from  members  of  the- 
Legislature. 
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Question  by  Chairman. — Did  you  not  say  to  Mr,  Baldwin,  member  of  the 
House,  in  a  recent  conversation  with  him,  that  j'ou  had  enteied  into  an 
arrangement  with  Simon  Cameron  to  procure  the  passage  of  the  act  erecting 
the  new  county  of  Conewago  ] 

Answer. — No  sir,  1  said  no  such  thing  to  Mr.  Baldwin;  neither  had  Simon 
Cameron  and  I  any  words,  only  "how  do  you  do,"  or  to  shake  hands,  since 
this  Legislature  assembled.  What  give  rise  to  the  conversation  on  which  the 
interrogatory  is  based,  is  this  :  It  was  the  evening  after  the  convention  met, 
or  the  next  evening,  I  met  Mr.  Baldwin  in  the  boolc  store,  and  we  got  to  talk 
about  the  excitement  of  the  convention,  and  how  u'e  supposed  the  thing  might 
end  in  the  Senatorial  race.  Each  had  his  supposition  as  to  who  would  be 
successful.  I  remarked  that  I  thought  Cameron  was  a  hard  man  to  beat,  and 
he  said  something  about  if  the  opposition  could  be  harmonized,  he  m.ight  be 
beat;  and  I  said  that  all  sorts  of  log  rolling  would  be  brought  to  bear  by  every 
party  to  gain.  Something  was  said  in  regard  to  a  combination  of  interests, 
and  county  interests,  and  alFsorts  of  bills. 

Question  by  Mr.  Thompson. — Had  you  any  arrangement  with  Gen.  Came- 
ron, d-rectly  or  indirectly,  to  assist  him  in  his  election  for  Senator,  for  aid  on 
his  part  in  favor  of  your  new  county  1 

Answer. — No  sir,  not  to  my  knowledge  or  recollection.  I  was  interested  in 
Conewago  county.  I  have  spoken  to  Messrs  Noith,  Franklin,  Witmer,  Killin- 
geVy  Shuman,  and  all  the  members  interested  ip  the  counties,  on  the  subject  of 
the  new  county.  I  have  not  tried  to  influence  very  hard  any  member  in  favor 
of  Gen.  Cameron. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Give  me  the  names  of  any  members  of  either 
branch  of  the  Legislature  whose  votes  you  have  attempted  to  influence  in  favor 
of  Simon  Cameron. 

Answer. — I  have  tried  to  make  friends  for  my  own  project,  and  not  for  U.  S. 
Senator.  I  may  have  said  something  to  the  effect,  that  if  Simon  Cameron's 
friends  and  our  friends  would  go  together,  we  could  have  a  good  show  for  our 
new  county ;  or  if  he  had  the  vote  he  had  in  convention  in  connection  with 
our  friends,  we  might  have  a  nice  show.  I  don't  recollect  that  1  made  any 
proposition,  that  if  Cameron's  friends  would  go  for  the  new  county,  we  would 
go  for  him. 

GEO.  H.  BARD  WELL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  the  21st  day  of  February,  1S55. 


John  P.  Sanderson,  sworn.  c  * 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — I  am  thirty-seven;  profession  a  law- 
yer; occupation  an  editor;  reside  in  Philadelphia. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — I  have  no  knowledge  of  my  own, 
except  that  based  upon  circumstances  which  upon  their  face  would  seem  to 
indicate  that  corrupt  means  were  used.  These  circumstances  are,  that  on 
the  forenoon  of  Saturday  following  the  time  the  American  caucus  was  held, 
Mr.  Waller  of  Gettysburg,  exhibited  to  me  a  letter  bearing  date  on  that 
Saturday  morning,  addressed  to  Jacob  Haldeman,  who,  I  understood  from 
him,  was  the  Senator  from  York,  and  signed  D.  R.  Paxton.  Mr.  Walter 
informed  me,  that  he  was  a  relation  of  Mr.  Herr's,  and  staying  at  his  hotel  j 
that  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  young  Mr.  Herr,  as  he  termed  hrni,  had  handed 
bim  a  letter  requesting  him  to  copy  it.    That  on  doing  so,  and  discover- 
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ing  its  extraordinary  character,  he  made  two  copies;  one  he  handed  to  Mr. 
Herr,  who  folded  it  up,  put  it  in  an  envelope,  and  asked  him  to  write  the 
address  upon  it  to  Mr.  Haldeman :  the  other  he  kept  in  his  own  possession, 
and  came  to  Senator  Cooper's  room  with  it,  and  there  showed  it  to  me.  1, 
after  reading  it,  asked  the  privilege  of  taking  a  copy,  Avhich  he  granted,  and 
I  did  so  ;  (witness  here  produced  the  copy  taken  bj^  himself  here-o  attached. 
See  p.  11,)  knowing  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Paxson,  although  not  the 
name  used  in  the  letter,  but  Edward  M.  Paxson,  to  be  a  sort  of  professional 
agent  in  business  matters  of  Dr.  Jayne,  and  knowing  him  to  have  been  in 
Harrisburg  during  the  canvass  for  American  nomination  for  U.  S.  Senator, 
and  actively  engaged  and  endeavoring  to  secure  the  doctor's  nomination,  I 
attached  some  importance  to  the  developments  made  by  this  letter,  and  showed 
it  to  a  number  of  gentlemen  during  that  day.  In  the  evening  Col.  Wm.  T. 
Sanders  sent  some  person,  whom  I  cannot  recollect,  up  stairs  to  iny  room, 
who  informed  me  that  Mr.  Haldeman  was  down  stairs  and  desired  to  see  the 
letter,  or  copy  of  the  letter  I  had  in  my  possession,  and  asked  whether  I  was 
willing  to  send  it  dovfn.  I  refused  doing  so.  A  short  time  afterwards  Col. 
Sanders  came  to  see  me,  stated  Mr.  Haldeman  had  been  to  see  him,  appeared 
to  be  considerably  alarmed  about  the  letter,  desired  to  know  v\'hether  he  could 
not  in  some  way  or  other  during  that  night  manage  to  get  possession  of  it,  and 
throw  it  in  the  fire  the  next  morning,  in  his,  Mr.  Haldeman's,  presence.  As 
I  understood  the  Colonel,  making  liberal  proffers  to  him,  of  what  character,  I 
know  not,  if  he  could  accom.plish  it.  After  stating  these  things  to  me,  he  said 
he  presumed  I  had  no  objection  for  him  to  take  a  copy,  to  enable  him  to  per- 
form his  promise,  pledging  himself,  that  he  would  return  me  my  copy  imme- 
diately. 1  stated  to  him  I  had  no  objection  to  him  taking  as  many  copies  as 
he  pleased,  if  he  promised  to  return  me  mine.  He  did  so.  I  gave  him  mine, 
and  he  returned  it  in  a  short  time.  Mr.  Senator  Cooper  was  also  shown  the 
letter  at  the  same  time  it  was  shown  to  me  by  Mr.  Walter. 

On  motion, 
The  committee  adjourned  until  Thursday  evening,  February  22dj  at  7  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  February  22,  1855 

At  the  call  of  the  Chairman  the  conimittee|pet.  Messrs.  Sallade  and  Eys- 
ter  absent. 

David  G.  Eshelman  sworn  : 

I  am  a  lawyer.     Live  in  Lancaster.     Thirty-five  years  of  age. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — About  the  inauguration,  while  I 
was  in  town  here,  I  was  speaking  to  an  old  friend  of  mine,  and  whose  name  I 
can't  give.  He  is  not  a  member  of  the  Legislature  nor  a  member  of  a  iamily 
of  any  candidate  for  United  States  Senator.  In  a  conversation  relative  to 
United  States  Senator,  I  was  joking  about  the  chance  of  General  Cameron's 
election.  He  informed  me  that  he  thought  the  General's  chances  were  good, 
but  they  were  going  to  leave  nothing  undone  to  secure  his  success;  and  added 
that  I  should  name  my  price  to  come  to  Harrisburg,  or  stay  here  and  operat* 
for  General  Cameron.  Whether  he  was  in  earnest  or  in  jest  I  can't  say, 
but  1  pretended  to  take  it  as  a  jest.  Told  him  that  when  1  was  about  here 
things  were'nt  done  in  that  way.  1  told  him  further,  that  in  our  delegation 
were  a  couple  very  particular  friends  of  mine,  who  I  supposed  would  do  a 
favor  for  me  as  soon  as  for  any  other  person  else,  but  that  they  were  men  of 
sterling  good  sense,  and  in  so  important  a  matter  as  the  election  of  United 
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States  Senator,  I  supposed  tliey  would  exercise  their  own  judfrment;  but  even 
if  I  could  influence  them  to  vote  for  Mr.  Cameron  I  would  not  do  it,  for  I 
would  wish  them  better  than  to  be  politically  ruined,  or  something  to  that 
effect,  which  would  be  the  result  of  such  a  course.  He  wished  to  be  intro- 
duced to  our  members,  and  I  introduced  him  to  a  couple  of  them.  Nothing 
material  further  was  said.  1  understood  from  this  gentleman  that  he  was  an 
authorized  canvasser  for  Gen.  Cameron.  I  inferred  so  from  the  conversation. 
I  have  known  him  also  for  a  long  time  as  an  enthusiastic  friend  of  Gen. 
Cameron.  This  gentlem.an  is  a  resident  of  Harrisburg.  This  conversation 
occurred  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Question  by  Chairman. — You  will  please  give  us. the  name  of  the  gentle- 
man with  whom  you  had  the  conversation. 

Answer. — I  will  not  give  you  the  name  at  present. 

Question. — Why  do  you  decline  answering  the  last  question  1 

Answer. — The  gentleman  has  long  been  an  intimate  friend  of  mine.  So 
far  as  1  know  he  has  always  been  honorable  and  upright.  I  never  knew  nor 
never  heard  of  his  being  connected  with  any  transactions  involving  bribery 
or  corruption,  and  I  am  not  certain  now  whether  he  was  in  earnest  or  in  jest 
when  he  told  me  to  name  a  price,  and  therefore  I  am  unwilling  to  give  his 
nam.e. 

Mr.  Eshelman  consenting  to  appear  before  the  committee  this  evening  at  7 
o'clock,  his  further  examination  was  postponed  until  that  time. 


THURSDAY  EVENING,  February  22,  1855, 

Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  examination  of  J\lr.  Eshelman  resumed.  •' 

Question. — Will  you  please  give  us  the  name  of  the  gentleman  with  v/hom 
you  had  the  conversation  ' 

Ansv.er. — Richard  M'Allister,  of  this  place,  a  member  of  the  bar.  I  re- 
peated the  circumstance  because  I^as  an  anti-Cameron  man,  and  as  such  felt 
disposed  to  use  ail  reasonable  arguments  against  his  election ;  and  a  matter 
of  this  kind,  whether  offered  seriously  or  in  jest,  I  considered  I  had  a  fair 
right  to  use  against  him ;  cinning,  as  it  did  from  a  man  whom  I  knew  to  be 
his  friend.  I  saw  Mr.  M'Allister  since  the  adjournment  of  the  committee  this 
afternoon,  and  he  told  me  he  had  not  the  slightest  objection  to  my  giving  bis 
name. 

To  the  third  interrogatory  he  answers — No,  sir. 

D.  G.  ESHELMAN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  22dday  of  February,  1855. 


Mr.  John  Tucker,  sworn. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — I  am  forty-two  years  of  age — am 
president  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  railroad — residence,  Philadelphia, 
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To  the  second  interrogatory  lie  answers — I  know  nothing-  about  it  at  all, 
except  from  general  rumor,  and  from  seeing  it  in  tlie  newspapers. 

To  the  fourth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  heard  from  one  party  that  Dr. 
Jayne,  a  person  whom  1  do  not  know  by  sight,  had  been  expending  some 
money  here;  that's  all  I  know  about  it.  The  object  of  Dr.  Jayne's  spending 
the  money,  he  said  was  to  be  elected  U.  S.  Senator.  He  did  not  say  he 
knew  it. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Had  you  any  conversation  with  Lewis  C.  Levin 
upon  this  question  of  U .  S.  Senatorship,  and  what  did  he  say.  about  raising 
funds '? 

Answer. — Mr.  Levin  called  upon  me  one  morning  some  month  or  six  weeks 
ago,  and  said  that  he  had  some  hope  of  being  elected  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, and  asked  me  if,  in  case  he  was  successful,  I  could  make  it  con- 
venient to  myself  to  then  hand  him  some  securities  due  to  him,  which,  by 
previous  agreement,  were  not  to  be  handed  to  him  till  a  later  period.  I  told 
him  that  J  would  ;  and  although  he  has  not  been  elected  Senator,  I  have 
handed  them  to  him.  I  think  he  asked  me  to  put  it  in  writing,  and  I  did 
so.  I  put  it  in  writing — that  1  would  give  them  to  him  on  the  contingency 
of  his  being  e'ectecl.  Since  that  conversation  I  have  given  them  to  him.  1 
gave  that  writing  to  him,  and  kept  no  copy,  as  I  considered  it  a  matter  of  no 
importance.  It  was  about  three  weeks  ago  I  gave  them  to  him,  he  seeming 
to  be  in  want  of  them,  and  I  made  up  my  mind  to  give  them  to  him  instead 
of  being  bothered  with  frequent  visits  from  him.  I  had  then  no  more  idea 
of  what  he  wished  to  do  with  them,  than  I  have  now  of  what  he  has  done 
with  them.  Four  thousand  dollars  of  the  one  thousand  dollar  bonds  of  the 
Catawissa,  Williamsport  and  Erie  railroad  company.  I  don't  know  the  num- 
bers. The  books  would  show  them.  1  owed  Mr.  Levin  the  bonds,  and  I 
paid  them.  For  my  convenience,  Mr.  Levin  had  deferred  demanding  them  of 
me  until  a  later  period.  My  note  to  him,  I  think,  was  a  week  previous  to  my 
handing  him  the  bonds.  Mr.  Levin  did  not  state  for  what  object  he  wished 
to  use  the  money.  I  have  never  seen  Mr.  Levin  since  I  handed  him  the 
bonds,  in  relation  to  the  matter.  The  bonds  are  coupon  bonds,  payable  to 
bearer. 

To  the  third  interrogatory  he  answers — No,  sir. 

JOHN  TUCKER. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  the  22d  day  of  February,  1855. 


Jno.  J.  Stewart,  sworn. 

(Writ  of  subpoena  being  shown  him.)  This  subpcena  was  handed  to  me,  as 
one  of  tlic  Serge;ints-,\t-Arms  of  the  Senate,  to  be  served  upon  the  witnesses 
therein  named,  to  wit:  Robert  F.  Stockton,  John  Tucker,  Lewis  C.  Levin, 
Harry  Connelly,  Jno.  W.  Ashmead,  all  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  James 
Duffy,  of  Marietta  ;  D.  G.  Eshleman,  of  Lincaster  city ;  E.  M.  Paxson  and 
David  Jayne,  the  last  two  also  of  the  city  of  f-hiladelphia.  I  served  it  upon 
said  Tucker,  Connelly,  Ashmead  and  Eshehnnn,  and  did  not  serve  it  on  R.  F. 
Stockton,  Levin,  Jayne  and  E.  M.  Paxson.  1  did  not  serve  it  on  these  gen- 
tlemen,  because  they  were  out  of  the  city  and  I  could  not  find  them.  I  got  a 
merchant  in  Market  street,  a  friend  of  mine,  to  purchase  some  goods.  I 
called  upon  that  gentlemen  in  two  hours  afterwards;  the  information  that  he 
gave  me,  was  that  he  had  gone  to  the  city  of  Boston.  I  then  called  myself 
at  his  store,  and  1  ascertained  of  the  clerk  that  he  would  be  back  in  som«» 
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three  -v^i^eks — that  he  had  gone  out  of  the  city  ;  I  then  left  the  store.  I  found 
the  residence  of  Mr.  Levin,  and  1  called  at  the  iiouse,  and  there  1  ascertained 
of  Mrs.  Levin,  through  an  attendant,  that  Mr.  Levin  would  return  to  the  city 
in  the  ten  o'clock  train  from  New  York.  I  then  left  the  House.  I  then  re- 
mained in  city  till  nine  o'clock  ;  crossed  over  to  Jersey,  and  remained  there 
«ntil  cars  arrived  from  New  York.  Came  over  in  same  boat  5  walked  through 
and  examined  all  the  passengers  I  could.  I  also  took  my  station  at  the  gang 
plank ;  then  it  was  about  fifteen  minutes  till  ten  o'clock,  and  could  not  find 
Mr.  Levin  or  Mr.  Paxton  in  the  party.  Then  took  the  cars  and  came  to  Lan- 
caster.    I   called  several  times   through  the  day  at  Mr.  Paxton's  office,  on 

street,  below  Seventh.     At  last  got  admission.     Then  a  colored  man 

was  taking  charge  of  his  room.  1  learned  from  this  colored  man  that  Mr. 
Paxton  would  be  there  in  the  neighborhood  of  six  o'clock ;  that  was  his  usual 
•  time  to  go  to  Germantown.  I  called  between  five  and  six  o'clock;  could'nt  gain 
entrance  ;  no  one  there.  Called  again  at  seven  o'clock  ;  no  one  there :  then 
I  gave  up  chase  on  Mr,  Paxton.  I  made  diligent  efforts  to  serve  writ  on  these 
three  witnesses.  I  served  the  writ  upon  Mr.  Connelly  personally,  and  he 
told  me  he  would  be  here  this  evening.  I  also  served  it  on  Mr.  Ashmead, 
Hud  he  promised  to  come.  Mr.  Tucker,  Mr.  Duffy  and  Mr.  Eshelman  are  the 
only  ones  who  have  come.  Mr.  Connelly  and  Mr.  Ashmead  have  not  yet 
come, 

JOHN  J.  STEWART. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  22d  day  of  February,  1855. 

On  motion, 
Adjourned  to  meet  at  seven  o'clock  P.  M. 


FRIDAY,  Febsuaky  23,  IS55, 

Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  motion, 
Committee  adjourned  to  the  East  Committee  Room. 
K.  H.  Kerr,  sworn. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — I  am  forty-eight  years  of  ags  ;  live 
in  Ross  townsiiip,  Allegheny  couiT!y  ;  my  occupation  is  that  of  a  writer  for 
)ic'.vspapers  ;  1  occasionally  practice  law. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  ansAvers- — 1  have  not,  sir. 

To  the  fourth  interrogatory  he  ansv.'ers — There  has  not,  sir.  I  do  not  know 
the  name  of  any  person  who  professed  to  have  knowledge. 

Question. — Are  you  acquainted  with  Edward  M.  Paxson,  of  Philadelphia! 
Answer. — I  am  not,  sir  ;  I  do  not  know  him. 

Question. — Do  you  know  Dr.  Jayne  1 

Answer. — I  do  ;  was  introduced  to  him  in  bar-room  o(  Herr's  hotel. 

Question. — When  and  by  whom  were  you  introduced  1 

Answer. — Perhaps  a  week  or  ten  days  before  the  American  caucus;  it  was 
the  first  time  I  had  ever  seen  him.  Can't  recollect  by  whom  I  was  intro- 
duced. I  saw  him  but  seldom  from  that  time  till  the  meeting  of  the  caucus, 
I  might  have  met  him  at  the  dinner  table  at  Herr's  hotel.     Don't  remember 

3  v:-?---^---:.^-  ,,.  ••,r-  -..;i 
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how  long  he  was  here  ;  think  he  went  off  without  my  knowledge.  I  think  I 
was  in  his  room  but  once ;  no  one  was  there  but  him  and  his  son-in-law,  cr  a 
gentleman  he  called  his  son-in-law.  I  may  have  been  there  oftener,  but  don't 
remember.  I  don't  recollect  the  name  of  his  son-in-law.  I  know  Jacob  S. 
Haldeman,  Senator  from  York,  very  well ;  never  spoke  Avith  him  but  once 
this  winter,  and  that  was  merely  to  shake  hands.  (Witness  here  shown  copy 
of  letter  marked  A.)  I  know  nothing  of  this  letter  in  any  shape  or  form  ; 
nor  as  to  Mr.  Haldeman,  nor  any  other  member  or  Senator,  in  relation  to  the 
matter.  I  never  heard  of  the  letter  before  this  evening.  I  never  requested 
Dr.  Jayne  to  call  at  the  office  of  A.  J.  Herr,  of  Harrisburg.  Young  Mr.  Herr 
I  think  asked  me  to  speak  to  Dr.  Jayne  of  him,  but  I  didn't  do  it.  My  im- 
pression  is  that  the  father  of  A.  J.  Herr  spoke  to  him.  I  have  no  knowledge, 
from  either  Dr.  Jayne  or  Mr.  Herr,  of  any  intervievi^  between  them.  Mr.  Herr 
never  informed  me  of  his  having  sent  such  a  letter  to  Mr.  Haldeman.  He 
never  spoke  to  me  on  the  subject.  My  absence  during  the  last  week  was  on 
account  of  the  sickness  of  my  family.  I  was  sent  for  by  my  wife,  as  my  chil- 
dren were  sick. 

To  the  sixth  interrogatory  he  answers — Never,  sir. 

To  the  third  interrogatory  he  answers — I  do  not,  sir. 

R.  H.  KERR. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  February  23,  1855. 


Maj.  George  M.  Lauman,  affirmed. 

To   the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — I   am  forty-one   years  old  ;  resi^ 
dence,  Harrisburg — am  a  distiller,  farmer,  contractor. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — I  have  no  knowledge,  sir.     I 
nm  acquainted  with  Senator  Cooper.     I  saw  him  on  the  day  before,  or  possi- 
bly the  day  of  the  American  caucus,  at  his  room  at  the  Washington  house. 
I  was  there  some  fifteen  minutes,  may  be  half  hour,  talking  with  him.     Mr. 
Cooper  was  lying  on  the  bed  ;  don't  know  whether  it  was  m  the  morning  cr 
afternoon.     There  v/as    some  person   in  the  room  when  1  went,  but  I  think 
went  out  directly  after  I  went  in.     I  don't  know  who  the  gentleman  was.     We 
talked  about  the  United  States   Senator — that  was  the   sole  topic.     I   could 
not  repeat  the  conversation ;  it  was  a  common  conversation.     I  recollect  of 
telling  him  he  had  no  chance.     1   recollect  another  part  of  the  conversation. 
He  asked  me  of  the  plan  of  his  withdrawing  his  name,  provided  J\]r.  Curtin 
beat  him  on  first  ballot,  or  vice  versa.     It  is  proper  here  to  mention  that  1  re- 
garded Mr.  Cooper  as  a  friend  of  Gen.  Cameron,  which  he  did  not  turn  out  to 
be.     1  believe,  afterwards,  he  remarked  to  me  that  I  knew  he  was  a  friend  of 
the  General's,  and  if  he'bould  not  get  the  nomination   he  was  anxious  the 
General  should  have  it.     I  told  him  he  had  better  not  make  that  bargain,  for 
perhaps,  and  I  was  of  the  opinion   that   Mr.  Curtin  would  beat  him,  but  that 
if  he  could  control  his  men,  he  should  tell  them  who  to  go  for  after  he  was 
out  of  the  way.     He  remarked  that  they  were  a  dumb  set  of  fellows,  and  that 
he  couid'nt   manage  them   possibly.     I  asked  him  if  there  was  no  smart  one 
among  them.     He  said  yes,  there  was,  but  he  dared  not  tell  them  his  plans; 
that  he  was  a  Cameron  man.     I  told  him  that  from  what  I  understood  there 
would  be  a  very  large  caucus ;  over  two  hundred  and  eighty  men  would  have 
to  be  present,  if  they  all  got  what  they  counted  on.     He  said  that  he  would 
not   be   disappointed  much,    for  he  did  not  expect   a   nomination.     1  was 
working  hard   for  General  Cameron.     I   never  labored  harder  in  my  life  for 
any  person,     i  asked  Mr.  Cooper  to  transfer  his  men  to  Gen.  Cameron,  if  he 
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could  not  get  the  nomination  himself.  I  think  I  had  no  other  interview  with 
Senator  Cooper  whilo  he  was  here.  I  don't  think  I  showed  Mr.  Cooper  a  list 
of  the  members  of  the  Legislature.  I  had  a  list  I  always  kept.  I  had  a  good 
many  marked  that  were  not  right.  It  is  possible  I  may  have  showed  it  to 
Mr.  Cooper,  for  I  counted  him  as  one  of  our  friends.  I  was  very  careful  who 
I  showed  it  to,  as  I  did  not  want  the  other  candidates  to  find  out  what  we  did 
know  J  can't  recollect  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Cooper  about  Mr.  Rutter,  of 
York.     I  don't  know  Mr.  Rutter. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Did  you  not,  on  that  occasion,  show  Mr.  Cooper 
■certain  names  on  your  list  and  tell  him  they  were  bound  to  go  for  Cameron, 
because  they  had  taken  the  bounty,  and  were  bound  to  do  their  work"? 

Answer. — I  may  have  shown  him  a  list,  but  as  to  the  rest  of  that  question 
there  is  not  one  word  of  it  true,  as  nothing  of  the  kind  occurred.  Mr.  Cooper 
and  me  had  no  conversation  of  the  kind,  in  relation  to  money  or  bribery,  or 
anything  of  the  kind,  at  no  time,  in  relation  to  the  Senator. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Were  you  not  asked  by  Mr.  Cooper  or  some  one 
in  his  presence,  how  much  Mr.  Rutter  had  cost ;  and  did  you  not  reply  that 
he  cost  about  as  much  as  a  load  of  wheat  1 

Answer. — No,  sir,  no  such  language  occurred  between  us  nor  anything  of 
the  kind. 

Question  by  Mr.  Sallade. — During  the  Senatorial  caucus  was  there,  at  any 
time,  a  conversation  between  yourself  and  Mr.  Sallade,  in  which  there  was 
anything  said  about  buying  the  vote  of  Mr.  Sallade  for  General  Cameron,  or 
at  any  time  before  1 

Answer. — Never,  sir.  Nor  had  any  conversation  been  with  any  member 
about  buying  their  votes.  There  is  no  doubt  that  I  had  conversations  with 
3'Ir.  Sallade — had  a  great  many  conversations,  probably  twice  a  day,  but  never 
about  buying  a  member  of  the  Legislature.  Mr.  Sallade  and  me  has  been 
very  warm  and  intimate  personal  friends  for  many  years.  I  never  in  any- 
such  conversation  said,  "  its  not  for  me  to  name  amounts  but  for  you,"  neither 
at  Herr's  nor  any  place  else.  1  have  not  spent  any  money  in  endeavoring  to 
procure  the  nomination  of  Gen.  Cameron.  I  have  incurred  no  liabilities  for 
that  purpose — not  one  red  cent  in  any  shape.  I  have  made  no  pledge  or  pro- 
mises for  myself  or  on  behalf  of  any  one  else,  nor  had  I  any  authority  to  do 
so.  1  do  not  knov/  of  any  money  having  been  spent  for  that  purpose,  nor  of 
any  liabilities  incurred.  I  have  seen  no  letters  or  despatches  in  reference  to 
this  matter,  from  Lewis  C.  Levin,  d  uring  the  canvass.  I  have  had  no  understand- 
ing whatever  with  Lewis  C.  Levin,  on  this  subject.  I  do  not  know  that  Gen. 
Cameron  has  had  any  letters  or  despatches  from  Lewis  C.  Levin,  in  reference 
to  the  subject  of  U.S.  Senator,  nor  have  never  heard  of  any.  I  do  not  knov/ 
of  any  engagement  or  understanding  with  any  of  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature, by  which  they  were  to  receive  support  for  bills  in  turn,  for  their  sup- 
port of  General  Cameron.  I  have  never  promised  to  support  any  kind  of 
legislation,  except  my  own,  that  I  was  interested  in.  I  have  not  engaged  or 
undertaken  to  support  any  bank  or  new  county  bills,  pending  or  to  be  intro- 
duced, for  the  purpose  of  procuring  support  for  Gen.  Cameron.  I  know  of 
no  such  undertaking  or  arrangement  on  the  part  of  any  one  else. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — Do  you  know  of  any  bargain  or  arrangement 
to  secure  votes  for  State  Treasurer,  in  return  for  votes  or  influence  for  Gen. 
Cameron  1 

Answer. — I  do  not,  sir.  I  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Baily's  election,  because  I 
knew  that  Mr.  Baiiy  was  for  Gen.  Cameron.     1  know  of  no   such  arrange- 
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ment.  In  do  not  know  of  Mr.  Haldeman  having  received  any  letter  from  Mr, 
Paxson.  Mr.  Haldeman  and  myself  had  a  conversation  about  the  letter;  I 
think  on  Sunday,  previous  to  the  day  fixed  for  the  election.  It  was  in  the  morn- 
ing; Mr.  Haldeman  said  he  had  heard  there  was  such  a  letter,  but  that  he  had 
not  seen  it.  I  think  I  understood  him  that  he  had  heard  of  it  the  day  before. 
I  was  at  Buffalo  recently ;  1  went  before  1  had  any  knowledge  of  a  subpcena 
about,  being  issued  for  me.  I  did  not  hear  of  it  till  I  v\'as  at  Buffalo  ;  they 
wrote  me  that  I  was  subpoenaed  or  would  be.  I  telegraphed  to  the  Sergeant- 
at-Arms  that  I  would  be  at  home  on  Thursday  or  Friday,  and  came  on 
Wednesday  last. 

GEO.  M.  LAUMAN, 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  23d  day  of  February,  1855. 


John  W.  Ashmeadj  sworn. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers. — My  age  is  about  forty-eight  years. 
My  occupation,  attorney-at-law  ;  residence,  Philadelphia. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — I  have  no  knowledge  whatever 
upon  any  such  subject. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Are  you  acquainted  with  Lewis  C.  Levin'? 

Answer. — 1  am. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Have  you  advanced  or  furnished  said  Levin  or 
for  his  use,  any  money  or  otlier  valuable  thing  within  the  last  three  months'? 

Answer. — I  have  not. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Have  you  within  that  time,  or  recently  before^ 
authorized  him,  or  any  one  for  him,  to  draw  on  you  for  any  amount  \ 

Answer. — 1  have  not;  nor  for  the  last  six  months^  nor  the  last  year- 
Question  by  Chairman. — Has  any  correspondence  passed  between  you  and 
Mr.  Levin  1 

Answer. — No  correspondence  has  passed  between  Mr.  Levin  and  myself 
within  a  year.  1  wrote  him  a  letter  but  received  no  answer.  With  the 
question  of  United  States  Senator  1  have  not  interfered.  I  have  never  sug- 
gested to  any  member  of  the  House  or  Senate  that  they  ought  to  vote  for  any 
individual.  I  have  neither  written  to  any  member  upon  the  subject  of  Sen- 
ator, nor  have  1  received  a  letter  from  any  member  upon  that  subject,  neither 
have  I  sent  any  telegraphic  despatches  nor  received  any.  On  the  5th  of  Feb- 
ruary, which  I  think  was  Monday,  I  left  Philadelphia  for  Chicago  by  way  of 
PiUsburg,  and  arrived  in  Harrisburg  in  the  afternoon.  When  1  reached  here 
1  was  told  that  a  bridge  had  burnt  dovvii,  and  that  I  must  wait  here  until  the 
morning  train  came  through.  I  that  night  saw  Mr.  Joshua  S.  Fletcher  and 
a  gentleman  whose  name  I  don't  know,  but  a  member  of  the  House.  He  had, 
however,  been  sick,  and  had  come  up  that  afternoon,  and  was  to  be  sworn  in 
the  next  day.  All  the  conversation  that  1  had  with  any  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature, on  the  subject  of  United  States  Senator,  occurred  that  niglit.  I 
stated  thai  I  was  very  desirous  that  whoever  was  chosen  United  States  Sen- 
ator should  be  one  wlio  had  come  from  the  democratic  ranks.  That  I  be- 
longed from  the  beginning  to  the  American  party.  That  it  professed  to  be 
made  up  of  whigs  and  democrats.  That  thus  far  all  who  had  obtained  promi- 
nent positions  were  whigs,  and  I  was  anxious  to  know  whether  it  was  to  be 
a  wliig  party  in  disguise,  and  whether  those  who  had  come  from  the  demo- 
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cratic  ranks  were  to  be  used  for  bobtails  to  fly  a  whig  kite.  That  if  it  was 
«ot,  it  was  time  to  give  some  democrat  a  prominent  position.  That  was  all 
the  conversation  1  had  in  Harrisburg  or  with  any  member  of  the  Leo-islature. 
Three  or  four  weeks  ago — four  or  five  weelfs  ago — Mr.  Levin  met  me  in 
Philadelphia,  in  the  street,  and  said  that  he  was  going  to  be  a  candidate  for 
United  States  Senator.  I  told  him  that  I  thought  it  was  very  unwise;  that 
he  had^nt  the  slightest  chance ;  that  he  could  not  be  elected,  and  that  I  could 
not  advocate  his  claim.  He  asked  me  why,  and  I  told  him  I  was  in  favor  of 
the  election  of  one  who  had  been  a  democrat.  He  said  he  thought  he  could  be 
elected  ;  that  he  had  been  in  Harrisburg  ;  had  made  a  speech  here  ;  that  it  had  a 
good  effect ;  that  he  was  going  to  canvass  the  State,  and  get  up  meetings  and 
try  and  get  some  of  the  papers  to  advocate  his  cause.  He  asked  me  whether  I 
would  advance  him  a  thousand  dollars  towards  the  expenses  of  his  canvass. 
He  said  that  from  the  origin  of  the  Native  American  party  he  had  always 
b^en  my  friend,  and  had  always  advocated  my  interests,  which  was  true,  and 
he  thought  that  I  was  bound  by  obligations  of  gratitude  to  remember  it,  and 
to  advance  him  a  thousand  dollars.  I  told  him,  that  in  the  first  place  I  did 
not  think  I  could  afford  that  amount,  and  in  the  next  place  it  would  be  money 
thrown  away — it  could  accomplish  nothing.  He  told  me  to  think  of  it,  and 
said  that  he  would  see  me  again.  That  was  the  whole  conversation  at  that 
time.  Two  or  three  days  afterwards,  he  called  at  my  office — asked  me  if  I  had 
thought  of  the  matter;  again  urged  it  upon  me,  and  asked  me  to  write  him 
the  next  day  what  I  would  do.  The  next  day  I  sat  down  and  wrote  him  a 
note.  Have  no  copy,  but  the  substance  of  it  is  as  follows  :  That  1  could  not 
advocate  his  claim  to  the  United  States  Senate ;  that  Mr.  Cameron  seemed  to 
be  the  only  democrat  in  nomination,  and  I  had  said  he  ought  to  be  elected  ; 
but  if  he  could  not  be  elected,  and  he  (Mr.  Levin)  should  be  elected,  I  would 
be  gratified,  as  he  was  an  old  Native  American  ;  and  in  the  event  ot  election 
I  would  contribute  a  thousand  dollars  towards  the  expenses  of  his  canvass. — 
That  is  all  I  know  about  United  States  Senator,  and  is  all  1  have  done.  I 
wish  to  state  that  I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Levin  since  the  date  of  the  letter,  and 
have  had  no  conversation  with  him.  In  these  conversations  he  said,  that  he 
had  seen  Mr.  Tucker  and  would  get  some  monej^  from  him.  That  is  the  only 
name  he  mentioned  to  me. 

JOHN  W.  ASHMEAD. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  23d  day  of  February,  1855. 


SATURDAY  AFTERNOON,  February  24,  1855. 
Committee  held  a  special  meeting  in  the  East  Committee  Room. 
Col.  Wm.  T.  Sanders  re-called. 

Question  by  Mr.  M'Clintock. — Did  you  make  more  than  one  copy  of  the 
Jetter  in  the  hands  of  J  no.  P.  Sanderson,  signed  "D.  E.  Paxton,"  to  which 
you  referred  in  your  examination  on  the  17th  of  February  instant — and  if  so, 
what  disposition  have  you  made  of  them  1 

Answer. — I  made  two  copies;  one  I  handed  to  Mr.  Eyster,  a  member  of 
this  committee,  the  other  was  given  to  Mr.  Young,  messenger  of  the  Senate, 
to  give  to  Mr.  Haldeman,  I  think  the  fourth  day  after  I  had  taken  copy. 

Question  by  Mr.  M'Clintock.— Has  Mr.  Haldeman,  or  Mr.  Herr  seen  you 
in  reference  to  a  copy  of  letter  in  your  hands  1 
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Answer. — ^I  did  not  understand  that  question  on  my  former  examination.  I 
did  see  Mr.  Haldeman.  I  went  to  see  him  ;  went  to  see  him  previous  to  my 
having  seen  such  a  letter,  having  heard  it  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Sanderson. 
It  was  this  evening  two  weeks  since  that  I  saw  Mr.  Haldeman.  When  i 
called  to  see  him,  he  was  not  in.  After  ten  Mr.  Haldeman  called  to  see  me  at 
my  boarding  house,  I  had  left  word  for  him  to  call.  When  he  called  to  see 
me  I  asked  him  if  he  knew  such  a  letter  was  in  existence.  In  the  first  place, 
I  told  him  there  was  such  a  letter  in  hands  of  Mr.  Sanderson.  He  repudiated 
the  idea  of  knowing  any  thing  about  it,  and  stated  in  connection  with  it,  that 
it  was  either  a  hoax  or  claptrap  to  levy  black  mail  on  him.  He  seemed  to  be 
a  good  deal  put  out  about  the  insinuations  contained  in  the  letter,  and 
thanked  me  for  my  kindness,  and  requested  me  to  get  a  copy,  which  I  did. 
1  then  did  not  see  him  until  the  Wednesday  or  Thursday  following. 

Question  by  Mr.  M'Clintock. — Did  he  desire  you  to  obtain  the  copy  that 
Mr.  Sanderson  had,  that  it  might  be  burned  in  his  presence  \ 

Answer. — He  did  not.  Don't  know  what  I  said  to  Mr.  Sanderson.  I  sent 
to  Mr.  Sanderson  to  get  the  letter,  and  he  refused  it.  Don't  remember  what 
I  said  to  him  ;  1  may  have  said  something  to  him  which  may  have  induced 
him  to  believe  that  I  had  an  interest  in  getting  a  copy  of  the  letter.  The  day 
preceding  the  day  on  which  Mr.  Sanderson  was  examined,  he  called  on  me 
and  said,  that  his  memory  was  so  treacherous  in  regard  to  those  things,  that 
he  really  could'nt  remember  what  had  passed  between  the  first  gentleman  I 
sent  to  him,  or  when  1  went  myself  to  get  that  letter.  He  stated  to  me  then 
about  what  he  did  remember,  and  I  told  him  I  thought  he  was  correct ;  but 
he  mentioned  nothing  about  Mr.  Haldeman  calling  on  me  to  have  the  letter 
burned.  I  don't  know  where  Mr.  Sanderson  got  the  idea  that  Mr.  Haldeman 
would  give  a  great  deal  to  get  the  letter,  and  have  it  destroyed.  I  never  made 
such  an  intimation  to  him,  nor  did  I  get  such  an  idea  from  Mr.  Haldeman,  nor 
any  one  else.  I  have  not  had  any  conversation  with  any  member  of  the 
Legislature  with  regard  to  his  getting  money  for  his  vote.  I  have  had  a 
conversation  with  Mr.  Bowman,  a  member  of  the  H.  R  ,  on  the  subject  of 
U.  S.  Senator. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Did  you  know  of  Mr.  Bowman  of  the  H.  R-  hav- 
ing had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Fletcher  of  the  H.  R.,  in  relation  t» 
obtaining  monej'  in  connection  with  the  question  of  U.  S.  Senator  ] 

Answer. —  Mr.  Fletcher  could  answer  that  question  perhaps  better  than  I 
could.  Mr.  Fletcher  said  something  to  me  on  the  subject,  but  I  cannot 
remember  the  substance  of  it.  My  understanding  of  the  matter  was,  that 
Bowman  had  come  to  Fletcher's  room  to  get  him  to  make  a  bargain  for  him,, 
in  reference  to  it.  That's  my  impression  of  the  matter.  Mr.  Fletcher  added 
that  Mr.  Bowman  had  left,  and  he  thought  he  (Bowman)  had  gone  down  to 
see  Steel.  My  understanding  from  Fletcher's  conversation  was,  that  the  bar- 
gain was  to  be  made  with  Dr.  Jayne.  I  think  Fletcher  said  that  Steel  and 
Bowman  were  both  Jayne  men.  I  have  seen  Gen.  Cameron  in  Mr.  Fletcher's 
room,  with  other  gentlennen,  but  I  certainly  do  not  know  the  nature  of  the 
interview.  Bowman  told  me  that  Gen.  Cameron  had  been  to  see  him,  but 
did  not  say  what  the  nature  of  the  interview  was.  That  T\'as  all  that  passed 
betw^een  us  on  that  subject,  at  that  time,  or  any  other.  1  saw  Dr.  Jayne's 
reputed  agent,  A.  J.  Herr,  in  company  with  at  least  two  of  the  members.  I 
heard  Mr.  Herr  ask  for  Mr.  Bowman's  and  Mr.  Ferguson's  rooms.  Whether 
he  saw  them  or  not  I  cannot  saj*.  To  my  knowledge  he  called  at  the  hotel 
as  manjr  as  three  times,  to  see  these  gentlemen.  Mr.  John  Williamson  of 
Huntingdon,  boarded  at  the  Washington  hotel  ;  he  was  there  during  the 
whole  canvass.  I  board  at  the  same  hotel.  I  am  there  nearly  all  the  time. 
The  communications  between  Mr.  Herr^  the  reputed  agent  of  Dr.  Jayne,  and 
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Mr.  Williamson,  were,  very  frequent.  I  suppose  he  (Herr)  was  there,  some 
days  as  many  as  a  dozen  times,  with  Pvlr.  Williamson.  The  interviews  took 
place  principally  in  Mr.  Williamson's  room.  Mr.  Herr  went  up  to  his  room. 
The  letter  1  gave  Mr.  Eyster  was  handed  to  him  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  give  to  the  chairman. 

(Signed,)  W.  T.  SANDERS. 


Lewis  C.  Levin,  sworn. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — I  am  forty-seven  years  of  age  j  resi- 
dence, Philadelphia  ;  profession,  a  lawyer. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — 1  have  no  such  knowledge. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Had  you  at  any  time  since  the  meeting  of  the 
present  Legislature,  or  shortly  before,  a  conference  or  appointed  interview  in 
Philadelphia  with  certain  members  of  the  Legislature! 

Answer. — I  never  had.  It  had  been  stated  that  there  were  two  western 
members,  or  two  members  from  Allegheny  and  two  from  Philadelphia  at  my 
house  during  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature.  So  far  from  such  being 
the  fact,  no  member  of  the  Legislature,  either  from  the  interior  or  western 
part  of  the  State  has  ever  been  at  my  house,  nor  have  I  had  any  such  inter- 
view with  any  members  of  the  Legislature,  either  then  or  at  any  other  place 
in  Philadelphia. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Have  you  stated  to  any  person  any  thing  in  rela- 
tion to  such  an  interview  1 

Answer. — It  is  utterly  impossible  that  I  could  have  stated  any  thing  in  re- 
ference to  an  interview  which  never  had  taken  place  j  nor  had  any  arrange- 
ever  been  made  for  any  such  interview. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Were  you  a  candidate  for  the  United  States  Sen- 
ate up  to  and  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  American  caucus  the  present  month  1 

Answer. — I  was  not ;  and  on  the  contrary,  stated  to  every  member  of  the 
Legislature  whom  I  met,  that  I  was  not  a  candidate  for  U.  S.  Senate.  When 
my  name  was  placed  in  nomination  by  Mr.  Guy,  without  my  knowledge  or 
consent,  he  being  an  entire  stranger  to  me,  I  called  on  him,  and  after  thanking 
him  for  his  kmdness,  told  him  I  was  not  a  candidate,  and  asked  him  not  to 
vote  for  me.  I,  however,  owe  it  to  candor  and  sincerity  to  say  that  it  was 
only  in  the  event  of  a  contingency  arising,  by  which  none  of  the  prominent 
gentlemen  attached  to  either  of  the  old  parties  could  be  elected,  that  I  con- 
sented when  spoken  to  upon  the  subject,  to  have  my  claims  considered  as  an 
old  line  Native  American  compromise  candidate.  I  am  acquainted  with  Da- 
vid L.  Smith,  member  from  Allegheny. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Was  he  at  any  time  during  the  present  session  of 
Legislature,  to  be  a  depository  of  your  funds  or  securities,  or  v\dtness  between 
you  and  others  in  any  pecuniary  transactions  1 

Answer. — No,  sir. 

Qustion  by  Chaii'man. — Have  you  not  stated  to  sundry  persons  that  a  large 
fund  had  been  raised  by  you,  to  be  used  in  securing  your  nomination  or  elec- 
tion for  United  States  Senate,  upon  certain  contingencies  ? 
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Answer. — I  have  said,  when  told  that  large  sums  of  money  v.'ould  be  p^if 
in  circulation  for  the  purpose  of  securing  to  individuals  the  election,  that  1 
could  raise  as  much  money  for  that  purpose  as  anj?-  body  else.  It  was  said, 
however,  in  a  tone  or  spirit  of  raillery.  It  was  never  said  to  members.  J 
did  not  state,  whilst  here,  to  any  member,  or  in  his  hearing,  that  I  had  a 
large  amount  of  funds  to  be  used  or  employed  for  the  purpose  indicated. 
The  subject  of  others  being  prepared  to  spend  money,  or  of  having  spent 
'money  to  secure  their  election,  was  spoken  of  frequently  in  the  hotels.  1 
never  spent  a  dollar,  nor  never  promised  any.  1  know  of  no  one  who  is 
cognizant  of  any  facts  of  this  kind  against  any  one  of  the  candidates  for  U. 
S.  Senator.  I  never  exhibited  any  bonds,  checks,  or  valuable  things  to  any 
member  to  convince  him  of  my  ability  in  this  particular.  I  had  four  bonds 
which  I  had  received  from  Mr.  Tucker,  in  payment  of  a  debt,  which  1  carried 
in  my  pocket.  They  Avere  CataAvissa  and  Erie  railroad  bonds.  I  presume 
that  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Tucker's  name  became  conn€>cted  with  it  re- 
sulted in  this  cause.  1  was  anxious  to  dispose  of  one  of  them,  and  referred 
the  party  to  Wm.  D.  Lewis,  as  the  president,  and  to  Mr.  Tucker,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  whom  I  obtained  them.  In  this  connection  I  would  like  to  state 
that,  while  in  Philadelphia,  and  prior  to  my  coming  to  Harrisburg,  I  was 
anxious  to  have  one  of  these  bonds  cashed  ;  a  friend  of  mine  had  called  on 
nie  for  the  loan  of  a  hundred  dollars.  I  told  him  that  I  thought  I  could  ob- 
tain the  money  from  Com.  Stockton,  and  Avould  let  him  have  it.  I  accord- 
ingly called  on  Com.  Stockton  at  his  residence.  He  made  an  appointment 
to  nicet  me  at  the  office  of  the  Camden  and  Amboy  railroad  company.  On 
the  following  morning  the  Commodore  had  left  for  New  Jersey,  and  1  was 
referred  to  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Gat^jmer,  agent  of  the  Camden  and  Amboy  railroad, 
who  spoke  of  the  pressure  in  the  money  market,  and  gave  me  a  letter  to  a 
broker,  which  I  never  used.  That  is  the  only  transaction  I  have  had  with 
Com.  Stockton.  The  four  bonds  were  of  one  thousand  dollars  each.  I  got 
them  from  Tucker.  I  never  after  that  time  got  any  bonds,  money,  promises 
to  pay,  or  other  evidences  of  indebtedness  from  Com.  Stockton.  I  never  had 
any  bonds  of  the  Camden  and  Amboy  riilroad  company,  nor  a  share  of  stock, 
nor  the  control  of  any.  I  don't  think  I  ever  saw  one  of  them  in  my  life.  1 
met  Mr.  Ashmead  on  Fifth  street,  a  week  or  ten  days  prior  to  my  coming  to 
Harrisburg,  and  told  him  that  the  impression  was  wide  spead  that  the  Legis- 
lature might  not  be  able  to  agree  upon  any  of  the  prominent  gentlemen  that 
were  then  before  them,  for  U.  S.  Senator,  and  that,  in  that  event,  I  would  be 
presented,  in  all  probability,  as  a  compromise  candidate — that  I  had  canvassed 
some  of  the  counties  as  far  as  I  could,  and  having  but  a  limited  acquaintance 
with  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  I  desired  to  bring  friends  from  various 
parts  of  the  State,  who  were  known  to  their  representatives  as  v.'ell  as  to 
myself,  and  might  present  my  claims — that  it  would  necessarily  involve  con- 
siderable expense,  and  I  appealed  to  him,  as  an  old  friend  whom  I  had  served, 
to  aid  me  in  return.  He  agreed  to  do  so  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars. I  have  not  his  note  agreeing  to  give  me  the  amount.  He  stated  in  the 
note  that  he  was  a  friend  of  Gen.  Cameron — had  assured  Gen.  Cameron  that 
he  was  friendly  to  him,  and  Avas  anxious  to  see  him  elected  ;  but  that  if  Gen. 
Cameron  could  not  be  elected,  he  would  be  pleased  to  see  me  fill  the  station, 
and  i  think,  if  I  recollect  right,  he  stated  that  he  would  contribute  one  thou- 
sand dollars  to  meet  the  expenses,  Avhich  I  might  necessarily  incur.  The 
expenses  to  which  Mr.  Ashmead  referred  in  the  letter,  are  embraced  in  what 
I  have  already  stated.  I  am  not  acquainted  Avith  Mr.  Story,  a  steamship  man 
in  Nev,-  York,  I  am  acquainted  with  J\Ir.  George  Law.  I  have  not  seen 
George  Law  for  tAA'o  years,  until  during  my  visit  to  New  York  this  last  Aveek. 
I  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Law,  in  which  I  merely  stated  to  him  that  the  con- 
tingency, to  Avhich  I  have  already  referred,  might  arise.  This  Avas  in  the 
city  of  "Philadelphia,  prior  to  my  second  visit  to  Harrisburg  during  the  time 
of  the  caucus.     1  neither  asked  in  my  letter  or  otherwise,  nor  did  he  directly 
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or  indirectly,  by  himself  or  through  any  other  person  or  person?,  furnish  or 
agree  to  furnish  any  aid  whatever ;  nor  did  he  know  then,  nor  does  he  know 
now  that  I  had  raised  or  intended  to  raise  any  money  for  any  such  purpose 
as  that  to  which  I  have  referred.  I  never,  at  any  tin-ie,  represented  to  any  one 
to  that  effect. 

[IJefore  the  close  of  Mr.  Levin's  examination,  adjourned  till  Monday  even- 
ing at  seven  o'clock.] 


MONDAY,  FEBRU.1KY  26,  1855. 

Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

H.  Bucher  Swoope,  sworn: 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — I  am  twenty-four  years  of  age ;  pro- 
fession, attorney-at-law;  residence,  Clearfiekl. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — I  can't  say  that  I  do  know  of  any 
improper  influences  having  been  used,  except  by  hearsaj\  I  think  I  have 
never  heard  any  one  say  he  was  cognizant  of  any  particular  improper  act- 
All  that  I  have  heard  has  been  general  rumor.  I  have  been  in  Harrisburg 
three  times  during  past  two  months.  Was  here  at  the  inauguration;  was  here 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Senatorial  convention,  and  I  am  here  now — three  times. 
1  was  solicited  by  Gen.  Cameron  and  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Pearce  to  do  what  I  could  to 
advance  the  prospects  of  Gen.  Cameron.  In  the  newspaper  which  I  pub- 
lished, I  was  for  some  time  previous  committed  for  Col.  Curtin,  and  nra  T^et. 
I  roomed  at  Mr.  Coverly's  with  Mr.  Pearce  and  Dr.  Irwin,  from  Philadelphia, 
and  Col.  M'Gee,  of  Clinton  county,  I  believe,  was  in  the  room  also.  We  had 
repeated  conversations  on  the  subject  of  United  States  Senator.  Mr.  Pearce 
at  first  led  me  to  believe  he  was  for  Col.  Curtin.  He  then  spoke  of  the  fact 
that  Col.  Curtin  seemed  to  have  no  chance  ;  that  the  election  of  Col.  Slifer, 
State  Treasurer  had  ruined  the  chances  of  any  Whig,  or  of  any  one  who  had 
formerly  been  a  Whig;  that  the  only  salvation  of  the  American  party  was  to 
elect  a  Demof^rat  United  States  Senator;  that  the  only  Democrat  who  could 
succeed  was  Gen.  Cameron;  that  I  had  better  do  what  I  could  for  Gen.  Cam- 
eron. I  told  him  that  1  couldn't  see  any  benefit  which  I  could  derive  from 
leaving  Col.  Curtin  and  advocating  claims  of  Gen.  Cameron.  He  said  that 
Col,  Curtin  had  a  bad  failing — he  always  forgot  his  friends;  on  the  contrary, 
Gen.  Cameron  always  remembered  them.  I  told  him  that  I  didn't  see  that  I 
<;ould  make  any  thing  out  of  it — if  I  could,  I  m.ight  be  induced,  pehaps,  to 
go  for  Gen.  Cameron.  It  is  well  enough  to  observe  here,  bjr  way  of  explana- 
tion, that  he  seemed  to  think,  perhaps  from  what  I  had  said  myself  and  from 
other  circumstances,  that  I  could  change  t)r  remove  the  instructions  of  Alex. 
Caldwell,  member  from  Clearfield  county,  to  vote  for  Col.  Curtin,  by  a  portion 
of  the  American  party  of  Clearfield  county — in  caucus,  of  course.  He  told 
me  that  1  could  make  something  out  of  it,  and  that  he  wanted  me  to  see  Gen. 
Cameron.  He  told  me  subsequently  that  he  had  seen  Gen.  Cameron,  and  that 
he  (Gen.  Cameron)  would  meet  me  at  Coverly's  hotel  at  a  time  which  was 
then  fixed.  I  remained  away  at  the  time,  on  purpose  to  avoid  meeting  Gen. 
Cameron,  as  I  did  not  wish  to  see  him.  But  on  the  day  of  the  inauguration, 
while  1  was  standing  at  the  stand  erected  for  Governor  Pollock  to  speak,  Mr. 
Pearce  called  me  from  the  crowd,  and  introduced  me  to  a  man  whom  he  called 
Gen.  Cameron.  He  left  us  together.  Gen.  Cameron  called  me  around  to- 
wards the  corner  of  the  Capitol.  Gen.  Cameron  told  me  that  Mr.  Pearce  had 
beea  talking  to  him,  or  that  he  had  been  talking  to  Mr.  Pearce,  and  something, 
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which  I  do  not  remember  now,  passed  about  the  newspaper  which  I  am  edit- 
ing. I  do  not  remember  what  it  was.  He  spoke  of  his  chances  being  good 
for  the  Senatorship;  of  the  necessity  of  there  being  a  Democrat  elected  to 
preserve  the  American  organization  ;  that  if  I  would  go  for  him  he  Avould  rank 
me  among  his  friends.  Jsome  one  came  up  during  the  conversation  to  talk  to 
himj  and  he  left  me^  saying  that  he  wished  to  see  me  the  next  day  at  eleven 
o'clock,  at  Col.  Coverly's  hotel.  I  have  never  seen  him  since.  1  don't  know 
whether  he  came  there  or  not.  That  is  all,  I  believe,  that  I  know  about  it. 
1  believe  I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Pearce  subsequently,  but  cannot  re- 
member Avhether  any  thing  was  said  on  the  same  subject.  1  don't  recollect 
speaking  to  Mr.  Pearce  about  any  incumbrance  upon  the  paper.  The  paper  is 
owned  by  a  joint  stock  company.  I  am  simply  its  editor,  and  have  nothing 
else  to  do  with  it.  It  strikes  me,  but  cannot  be  positive  about  it,  that  some- 
thing did  pass  about  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  paper.  I  don't  think  it  was 
an  offei;  on  his  part  in  relation  to  it.  I  don't  really  remember  what  it  was. 
I  can't  say  that  Mr.  Pearce  did  make  any  offer  of  discharging  some  debt  that 
was  on  the  paper.  They  were  getting  up  a  paper  at  the  same  time  by  a  joint 
stock  company  in  Lock  Haven,  or  had  got  one  up,  I  don't  know  which,  and 
in  that  way  the  conversation  arose,  I  think. 

To  the  fourth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  cannot. 

To  the  sixth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  have  told  you  the  whole  story,  I 
have  never  had  a  conversation  of  that  character  with  any  one  in  regard  to 
the  matter  but  Mr,  Pearce  and  Gen.  Cameron.  I  supported  Col.  Curtin  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end,  Avithout  any  promise  or  reward. 

To  the  sixth  interrogatory  he  answers — Not  that  I  know  of. 

To  the  tenth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  think  not. 

(Signed)  H.  BUCHER  SWOOPE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  26th  day  of  February,  1855,  before  me 

(Signed)  FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 


Israel  Painter,  sworn. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — My  age  is  about  thirty-nine  j'^ears. 
I  reside  in  Westmoreland  countj^.  I  am  a  contractor  at  present.  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  Gen.  Cameron.  I  was  at  Harrisburg  at  the  time  of  the  American 
caucus  for  U.  S.  Senator.  I  was  here  about  four  or  five  days,  perhaps  a 
week,  before  the  caucus.  Think  I  came  the  Saturday  previous,  and  left  the 
Tuesday  night  after  the  caucus — the  day  of  the  convention.  I  stayed  here  at 
that  time,  at  the  request  of  my  partners  in  the  contract  to  construct  the  West 
Chester  railroad.  My  partners  in  the  matter  were  Michael  Malone,  Benjamin 
Gonder,  Geo.  Clark  and  his  son,  John,  of  Philadelphia  county,  and  Patrick 
M'Avoy,  of  Lancaster.  Met  Gen.  Cameron  frequently  during  my  staj''  here. 
I  have  not  usually  been  a  Cameron  man  ;  not  until  this  contest.  I  desired  his 
election  this  time.  It  was  a  contest  between  the  Know  Notliings,  and  as  I 
didn't  belong  lo  that  order,  I  thought  his  election  was  the  best  thing  the 
Democratic  party  could  do.  On  no  interview  with  Simon  Cameron  did  I 
receive  any  money,  but  saw  him  pay  on  one  occasion,  five  thousand  dollars. 
It  was  paid  by  the  Cashier  of  the  Middletown  Bank,  but  at  the  General's  re- 
quest. The  money  was  paid  by  Gen.  Cameron  to  Col.  Jno.  W.  Geary,  who 
paid  it  to  Col.  M'Farland  on  a  business  transaction,  between  Col.  Geary,  Col. 
M'Farland  and  myself.  A  note  was  given  for  it,  payable  at  ten  days  at  the 
Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia,  endorsed  by  myself.  The  note,  I  believe,  was 
paid  at  maturity,  by  Col.  Geary.     The   transaction  occurred   at   No.  10, 
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Buehler's  hotel,  in  presence  of  a  number  of  gentlemen.  I  met  Gen.  Cameron 
sometime  since  the  October  election  here,  and  he  then  became  aware  of  my 
design  to  support  him.  I  saw  Gen.  Cameron  several  times  on  the  subject  of 
the  Senatorship,  while  here.  He  solicited  me  to  use  my  influence  with  the 
Westmoreland  members.  I  did  exert  myself  in  his  behalf,  with  the  West- 
moreland members.  They  voted  for  him.  Not  a  syllable  was  said  about  the 
U.  S.  Senatorship  at  the  time  of  the  loan  of  the  five  thousand  dollars.  I  did 
not  think  of  it  at  the  time.  Gen.  Geary  was,  also,  a  friend  of  Gen.  Cameron. 
Gen.  Geary  was  here  some  two  or  three  days  before  the  caucus.  Gen.  Geary 
left  the  day  before  the  caucus,  1  think.  Gen.  Geary  came  at  my  request,  in 
relation  to  a  matter  of  business.  I  heard  Gen.  Geary  advocate  Gen.  Cameron's 
claims. 

To  the  fourth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  cannot.  No  man  has  said  he 
received  money  or  had  Icnowledge  of  it.     I  have  heard  rumors. 

To  the  fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  interrogatories,  he  answers  nega- 
tively. 

To  the  ninth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  wrote  to  Gen.  Fullwood,  of  West- 
moreland county,  who  is  related,  by  marriage,  to  Mr.  Hubbs.  He  had  told  me 
that  he  was  going  to  visit  Harrisburg,  and  knowing  Fullwood  to  be  a  friend  of 
Gen.  Cameron,  1  wrote  to  Mr.  Fullwood  that  he  had  better  come  if  he  was 
going  to  come,  in  time  to  see  Mr.  Hubbs  before  the  caucus  met.  He  started, 
but  he  was  storm-stayed,  and  did  not  get  here  till  the  caucus  was  over.  He  is 
here  now. 

To  the  tenth  interrogatory  he  answers — At  the  time  I  passed  through  Har- 
risburg to  Philadelphia,  before  the  caucus  nomination,  Dr.  Smith  Fuller,  of 
Uniontown,  and  a  lawyer  by  the  name  of  Daniel  Kane,  of  the  same  place, 
were  in  the  cars,  Kane  told  me  that  he  and  Fuller  were  coming  hereto  aid 
Gen.  Cameron's  election  to  the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  Kane  said  he  intended  to 
make  Cameron  foot  their  bill.  When  I  came  up  from  Philadelphia  they  were 
both  gone,  and  I  inquired  of  Gen.  Cameron  Avhether  they  were  of  any  service 
to  him.  I  omitted  to  say  that  Kane  said  Dr.  Fuller  would  have  an  influence 
on  Frazer  and  Page,  as  he  is  a  member  of  the  order.  Gen.  Cameron  told  me 
that  Fuller  had  set  up  for  himself,  and  that  they  were  of  no  service  to  him. 

To  the  thirteen  interrogatory  he  answers — I  don't  know  of  anything  among 
the  members.  1  could  give  you  the  names  of  none  who  profess  to  be  cogni- 
zant of  anything  of  the  kind.     I  only  hear  talk. 

To  the  third  interrogatory  he  answers — I  believe  not. 

(Signed)  ISRAEL  PAINTER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  26th  of  February,  1855,  before  me 

(Signed)  FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 


Mr.  Harry  Connelly,  sworn  : 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — I  am  forty-eight  years  of  age ;  in  the 
wine  and  liquor  business,  Philadelphia.  I  am  acquainted  with  Mr.  Lew^is  C. 
Levin.  Mr.  Levin  stated  to  me,  after  the  meeting  of  Legislature,  that  some 
of  his  American  friends  in  Philadelphia  had  spoken  to  him  as  a  candidate  for 
U.S.  Senate.  His  reply  to  me  was  that  he  was  no  candidate,  unless  a  con- 
tingency should  arise,  which  might  possibly  take  place,  and  in  that  event  he 
had  prepared  himself  with  some  securities  to  defray  expenses  and  to  pay  off 
some  obligations.     I  think  he  mentioned  something  somewhere  in  the  neigh- 
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borhood  of  thirty  thousand  dollars.  There  were  four  Catawissa  bonds  of  one 
thousand  dollars  each,  which  I  saw  myself,  which  he  said  he  had  got  from 
Mr.  J 110.  Tuclier.  He  mentioned  some  other  securities — one  of  his  step- 
daughter, for  three  or  four  thousand  dollars ;  i  forget  which.  1  think  he  men- 
tioned Mr.  Jno.  W.  Ashmead's  name,  for,  I  think,  one  thousand  dollars. 
There  may  have  been  some  others,  but  I  don't  recollect.  He  said,  however, 
that  there  were  some  friends  in  New  York  who  had  promised  him  eillier  ten 
or  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  He  did  not  mention  the  names  of  any  of  the 
New  York  parties.  I  am  positive  he  did  not  exhibit  to  me  a  list  of  the  per- 
sons who  were  to  furnish  this  money.  Cannot  recollect  the  names  or  amounts, 
further  than  I  have  mentioned  ;  did  not  pay  much  attention  to  it  at  the  time ; 
put  very  little  value  upon  it,  in  fact.  He  first  mentioned  that  he  expected 
Commodore  Stockton  to  cash  one  of  the  Catawissa  bonds.  He  afterwards 
told  me  that  he  had  failed  to  make  a  negotiation  with  Commodore  Stockton. 
He  did  not  speak  of  Commodore  Stockton  as  a  party  to  assist  him  in  raising 
nny  of  this  thirty  thousand  dollars.  He  intended  to  appropriate  the  monej*, 
he  said,  to  pay  the  expenses  of  bringing  his  friends  here,  and  to  pay  some 
debts.  He  did  not  wish  to  go  to  Washington  with  any  incumbrances.  I  do 
not  know  of  any  meeting  between  him  and  any  members  of  Legislature  at 
Philadelphia  or  at  any  other  place.  He  did  not  say  to  me  that  he  had  made  a 
deposit  of  these  funds  or  any  part  of  them.  Had  no  conversation  with  hiiri 
about  influences  that  he  was  about  to  bring  to  bear  upon  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature. I  was  at  Harrisburg  during  the  canvass  for  U.  S.  Senator.  This  is  my 
third  visit  to  Harrisburg  this  winter.  The  second  time  1  came  on  \Vedn,esday 
preceding  the  caucus,  and  left  the  day  after  the  caucus.  The  conversations 
with  Mr.  Levin  were  prior  to  my  second  visit  to  Harrisburg.  I  met  Mr. 
Levin  here,  during  that  visit,  several  times.  It  is  very  likely  1  had  conversa- 
tion with  him  on  the  subject  of  U.  S.  Senator,  but  I  forget  the  amount  of 
the  conversation.  I  forget  any  particular  conversation  with  him  about  it ; 
there  was  none  that  left  any  impression  upon  my  mind.  I  put  up  at  the 
Washington  House.  Mr.  Cooper  put  up  there.  Mr.  Levin  stopped  at  CoverJy's. 
I  had  frequent  interviews  with  Mr.  Cooper  during  that  visit;  at  the  hotel 
principallj-;  sometimes  in  Senator  Cooper's  rooms,  sometimes  in  mine.  I  have 
met  Gen.  Cameron  frequently.  Never  had  but  one  conversation  with  Gen. 
Cameron  in  regard  to  the  U.  S.  Senator.  1  met  Geo.  M.  Lauman  frequently 
on  the  street,  and  perhaps  on  more  than  one  occasion  in  ray  room.  In  my 
room  I  had  a  general  conversation  with  Lauman,  the  day  before  caucus.  I 
think  it  might  possibly  have  been  the  day  of  caucus  ;  think  now  it  was.  He 
went  over  the  number  of  votes  he  thought  e'.ch  candidate  would  have  in  the 
Convention.  Do  not  remember  who  he  said  would  vote  for  Gen.  Cameron. 
He  stated  how  many  he  (Cameron)  would  get  on  first  and  second  ballot,  and 
that  he  would  be  nominated  on  the  third,  and  was  willing  to  bet  his  money 
that  such  would  be  the  case.  He  didn't  give  me  any  reasons  for  his  opin- 
ions. He  did  not  say  anything  in  m}^  presence  about  certain  members  having 
cost  so  much.  He  did  not  put  any  price  on  any  one.  He  said  nothing  in  my 
hearing  about  a  pay  roll.  He  did  not  say  anything  about  certain  members 
having  to  vote  becj^use  they  had  taken  the  bounty.  No  one  ever  professed  to 
me  that  he  had  knowledge  of  any  such  conversation.  Senator  Cooper  pnd  1 
had  no  conversation  on  this  subject  of  "  bounty,"  as  said  to  have  been  used 
by  Maj.  Lauman. 

To  the  second,  fourth,  eleventh  and  thirteenth  interrogatories,  he  answers 
in  the  negative. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Can  you  state   for  whom  Mr.  Levin  was  can- 
vassing ] 

Answer. — I  should  judge  he  was  canvassing  for  himself.     His  first  prefer- 
ence was  for  Gen.  Cameron,  as  I  understood  him.     I  understood  that  from 
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the  different  conversations  I  had  with  him.  I  know  nothing  about  a  transfer 
uf  the  securities  I  mentioned,  nor  of  any  substitution  therefor.  Mr.  Levin, 
in  his  conversation  with  me,  said  nothing  about  Camden  and  Amboy  railroad 
bonds,  or  Camden  and  Amboy  railroad  stock — not  that  1  recollect  of.  1  know 
of  no  such  property  in  his  hands  or  under  his  control.  1  know  nothing  about 
n  letter  said  to  have  been  written  by  a  Mr.  Paxton  to  Senator  Haldeman,  ex- 
cept Vvhat  I  have  heard  in  conversations  and  seen  in  the  Daily  News. 

To  the  third  interrogatory  he  answers — I  do  not. 

(Signed)  HAKRY  CONNELLY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  26th  day  of  February,  lSn5,  before  me. 

(Signed)  FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 


TUESDAY,  February  27,  1855. 

Examination  of  Lewis  C.  Levin,  Esq.,  resumed. 

The  witness  continues  in  explanation. — I  was  obliged  in  184-2  to  avail  my- 
(*elf  of  the  benefit  of  the  general  bankrupt  law,  and  immediately  after  I  volun- 
tarily resumed  every  obligation.  1  have  continued  to  pay  these  obligations, 
from  which  I  have  been  legally  discharged,  to  a  very  large  amount,  though 
still  in  debt  from  this  cause.  My  object,  therefore,  in  calling  upon  my  rela- 
tions and  friends  vvas  to  enable  me  to  release  myself  from  these  obligations, 
should  the  contingency^  to  which  I  have  previously  referred,  ever  occur.  I  am 
acquainted  with  Mr.  P.  S,  Duval!.  Mr.  Duvall  did  not  agree  to  contribute  or 
be  responsible  for  one  cent.  There  is  no  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Duffy 
ever  contributed  one  dollar.  1  may  have  spoken  to  a  jjcrson  of  that  name 
upon  the  subject  of  United  States  Senator.  I  know  a  gentleman  by  name  of 
Duffy,  who  keeps  a  livery  stable  in  Philadelphia.  1  met  him  at  Mr.  Con- 
nelly's. I  don't  thiidc  I  should  have  applied  to  him  for  any  money.  I  re- 
member meeting  Mr.  Duvall  on  Chestnut  street,  about  two  months  ago,  but  I 
have  no  recollection  of  his  having  promised  to  contribute  any  mone}\  I  ap- 
plied to  my  step-daughter,  who  subscribed  four  thousand  dollars.  1  applied 
to  my  father-in-law,  who  subscribed  four  thousand  dollars.  Some  relations  of 
mine  in  the  South  subscribed  three  thousand.  In  all,  about  twenty  thousand 
dollars.  1  had  lioped  to  make  it  a  great  deal  more ;  but  it  was  not  intended 
to  be  used  by  way  of  bribery.  All  these  obligations  I  have  since  destroyed, 
except  the  four  thousand  dollars,  Catawissa  bonds,  lam  very  certain  tliat 
neither  of  these  subscriptions  was  completed  before  or  at  the  time  that  Mr. 
Ashmead  addressed  a  letter  to  me,  in  wdiich  he  referred  to  his  disposition  to  aid 
VAG.  I  did  not  bring  any  persons  from  different  parts  of  the  State  to  aid  me 
in  my  canvass  for  United  States  Senator,  nor  did  i  expend  any  money  there- 
for. 1  have  corresponded  with  Simon  Cameron,  in  reference  to  the  United 
States  Senatorship.  I  have  written  perhaps  two  letters  to  him.  The  last 
letter  I  wrote  to  him  was  after  my  return  to  Philadelphia,  after  the  caucus,  in 
v/hich  1  stated  to  him  that  a  large  mass  meeting  had  been  held  in  the  First  dis- 
trict, which  1  addressed;  that  the  people  had  passed  resolutions  uiianlmously 
at  that  mass  meeting,  in  his  favor — that  they  thought  he  was  justly  entitled 
to  the  election;  that  it  would  protect  the  American  psrty  iVom  ihe  growing 
charge  that  this  American  movement  w;is  a  Whig  movement  in  disguise,  and 
that  ii  1  c-ouid  do  any  thing  to  aid  him.  1  should  be  glad  to  do  so.  A  Mr.  King, 
and  Mr.  John  Titus,  member' of  Philade'phia  bar,  addressed  the  meeting  also. 
The  resolutions  were  passed  before  the  speeches  w^ere  made,  'ihe  (irst  letter, 
1  think,  was  w^ritten  since  the  meeting  of  the  present  Legislature,  which,  I 
think,  had  reference  to  a  conversation  1  had  with  him  iathe  city  of  Baltimore, 
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early  in  April  last,  in  which  he  expressed  a  sympathy  with  the  American 
iiiovemeni.  This  was  not  in  reply  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cameron.  I  can't 
say  that  in  this  canvass  I  have  been  using  my  influence  for  Gen.  Cameron. 
When  I  heard  Gen.  Cameron  maligned,  I  endeavored  to  defend  him.  When  I 
have  been  asked  whether  I  thought  his  election  Avould  be  more  acceptable  to 
the  people  of  my  district,  and  be  better  calculated  to  promote  the  interests  of 
the  American  party,  than  that  of  Col.  Curtin  or  James  Cooper,  I  have  always 
answered  yes,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  this  injustice  to  Gen.  Cameron  results 
from  a  view  of  the  anticipated  loaves  and  fishes  two  years  hence  in  Washing- 
ton city.  I  have  not  at  any  time  solicited  the  vote  of  any  one  for  him.  1 
know  of  no  threats  or  intimidations  attempted  in  the  way  of  instructions  or 
otherwise,  to  members  of  the  Legislature,  with  a  view  to  control  their  votes 
for  Mr.  Cameron. 

To  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth  and  tenth  interrogatories,  he  answers  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Question  by  Chairman. — State  whether  or  not  you  ever  exhibited  to  &ny 
person  a  letter  from  David  L.  Smith,  a  member  from  Allegheny,  in  relation  to 
a  meeting  between  you  and  said  Smith  1 

Answer. — My  reply  is,  that  I  am  very  sure  I  never  received  any  such  letter. 
I  think  I  did  receive  a  letter  from  Mr.  Smith  during  the  canvass  for  United 
States  Senator,  but  that  letter  was  on  the  subject  of  guano.  Several  gentle- 
men, in  common  with  myself,  had  made  a  purchase  of  the  Aves  and  other 
islands  in  the  Caribbean  sea,  from  the  government  of  Venezuela,  and  this  letter 
had  reference  to  that  subject.  It  had  no  reference  to  the  United  States  Sena- 
tor, nor  to  any  meeting  to  take  measures  in  relation  to  it. 

To  the  third  interrogatory  he  answers — No,  sir.  I  wish  to  state  in  further 
explanation,  that  of  the  money  made  up,  two  thousand  dollars  were  subscribed 
by  Mr.  John  x^ioore,  of  Philadelphia  ;  and  1  think  about  six  weeks  ago  I  spoke  to 
another,  Mr.  Duffy,  a  broker  in  Philadelphia — I  don't  recollect  his  first  name, 
and  he  agreed  to  aid  me.  I  think  Mr.  Duffy's  ofiice  is  in  Harmony  court, 
Philadelphia. 

(Signed)  LEWIS  C.  LEVIN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  27th  day  of  February,  1855,  before  me. 

(Signed)  FK.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 

On  motion, 
Adjourned  till  Tuesday,  the  first  of  March,  at  7  o'clock  P.  M. 


Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Messrs.  Thompson  and  Eyster 
absent. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  the  committee  adjourn  (neither  witnesses 
nor  Sergeant-at-Arms  being  present)  to  Wednesday  evening  next  at  7  o'clock, 
after  agreeing  to  subpoena  the  following  named  witnesses :  A.  J.  Helfelstein, 
of  Lancaster ;  Samuel  S.  Moore,  of  Philadelphia ;  Dr.  Isaac  S.  Eshelman,  of 
Philadelphia;  E.  M.  Paxson,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia;  Dr.  David  Jayne,  Mi- 
chael Peiper,  Philadelphia ;  George  W.  Thorn,  Esq.,  Thomas  M.  Carlisle, 
Eaq.,  Chambersburgj  James  M.  Nelson,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
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March  2,  1855. 

Special  meeting  of  the  committee.  Present,  Messrs.  Jordan,  M'Clintock 
and  Browne. 

B.  F.  Sibley  sworn. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — I  am  twenty-seven  years  of  age. — 
Am  a  physician,  and  reside  at  Erie,  in  this  State. 

To  the  fourth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  cannot.  I  am  acquainted  with 
S.  Lightner,  of  Pittsburg,  a  clerk,  I  think,  formerly  in  one  of  the  county 
offices  of  the  county  of  Allegheny.  I  met  him  frequently  in  this  place  dur- 
ing the  canvass  for  United  States  Senator.  I  met  him  at  Herr's  hotel.  He 
spoke  of  Dr.  Jayne  being  a  candidate.  Said  that  he  was  a  good  man  for 
the  office.  He  did  not  admit  to  me  that  he  had  received  money  from  Dr. 
Jayne,  or  from  any  other  source,  for  his  influence,  or  to  be  used  on  behalf  of 
the  doctor.  I  have  no  evidence  that  he  did  receive  any  money.  I  do  not 
know  of  his  paying  or  distributing  money  for  that  purpose  to  other  persons. 
I  have  not  stated  to  Senator  James  Skinner,  o^  any  one  else,  that  1  had  re- 
ceived money  for  that  purpose  from  Mr.  Lightner,  nor  for  any  other  purpose. 
I  had  no  excited  conversation  or  discussion  with  Mr.  Levin  in  the  rotunda 
of  the  Capitol,  or  elsewhere,  about  the  United  States  Senator,  or  any  other 
matter. 

To  the  second,  fifth,  seventh,  eighth,  tenth  and  eleventh  interrogatories,  he 
answers  in  the  negative- 
To.  the  thirteenth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  do  not,  sir.  I  was  in  Har- 
risburg  at  that  time  at  the  request  of  the  Erie  and  North  East  railroad 
company,  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  the  interest  of  the  company.  I  told 
Mr.  Skinner  I  was  paid  for  my  time  here,  without  specifying  the  object  of  my 
visit,  or  by  whom  I  was  paid .  I  would'nt  tell  him  or  Mr.  Ball  what  my  ob- 
ject  was,  as  I  was  here  opposing  a  bill  which  they  were  in  favor  of.  I  do  not 
know  any  other  matter  or  thing  material  to,  or  connected  with,  the  subject 
of  the  present  inquiry. 

Question. — Did  you  not  tell  Mr.  Skinner  that  you  had  received  either  $800 
or  $900  for  your  proposed  support  of  Dr.  Jayne  as  a  candidate  for  United 
States  Senator.  Did  you  not  tell  him  you  had  received  one  or  the  other  of 
said  sums  1 

Answer. — I  do  not  recollect  of  ever  telling  Mr.  Skinner  any  such  thing. 
I  do  not  recollect  that  I  told  Mr.  Skinner  that  I  had  received  $900  for  my  in- 
fluence for  any  person  for  the  office  of  Senator.  I  told  him  I  received  pay 
for  my  services  here — told  him  I  was  to  receive  $700  or  $800.  The  Erie 
and  North  East  R.  R.  Co.  were  to  pay  for  my  services  in  their  behalf.  I  am 
neither  a  director  nor  a  shareholder  in  that  R.  R.  Co.  I  have  resided  at  Erie 
three  or  four  years. 

(Signed)  B.  F.  SIBLEY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  2d  day  of  March,  1855,  before  me. 

(Signed)  FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 


WEDNESDAY,  Makch  17,  1855. 

Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

B.  F.  Sibley  recalled. 

Question  by  Mr.  M'Combs.— State  if  you  received  any  money  from  the 
officers  and  directors  of  the  Erie  and  North  East  R.  R.,  or  any  of  them,  what 
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amount  you  received,  for  what  purpose,  and  from  whom  you  received  the 
same. 

Answer. — A  friend  of  the  R.  R.  caine  to  me,  and  said  he  wished  me  to  at- 
tend to  the  matters  of  their  road,  and  keep  them  advised.  We  then  walked 
to  Mr.  Walker's  office.  •  Mr.  Walker  then  stated  what  he  wished  to  have  me 
do..  All  he  wished  me  to  do,  was  to  explain  the  situation  of  the  road  ;  what 
the  people  wanted,  and  what  the  road  wanted.  He  said  he  wished  me  dis- 
tinctly to  understand  that  they  were  not  going  to  use  any  money  to  infiuenee 
any  votes  whatever.  If  they  could'nt  get  legislation  without  it,  they  did'nt 
want  it  at  all.  I  then  went  to  mj-  friend's  office,  and  he  gave  me  one  hundred 
dollars  to  bear  my  personal  expenses.  Mr.  M'Sperrin,  cashier  of  the  Erie 
Bank,  paid  the  money  to  me  on  behalf  of  the  Erie  and  North  East  R.  R.  Co. 
Mr.  Scott  paid  me  some  money  ;  about  $75,  at  different  times.  I  had  the 
promise  of  other  monej'',  but  only  for  my  services.  No  amount  was  spe- 
cified. None  of  the  money  was  promised  for  interference  in  the  Senatorial 
election. 

Question  by  Mr.  Thompson. — By  whose  instigation,  or  at  whose  instance, 
have  you  again  made  your  appearance  before  the  committee  to  testify  1 

Answer. — At  Mr.  Jordan,  the  Chairman's  request. 

Question  by  Mr.  Thompson, — Did  not  Mr.  Walker  or  Mr.  Scott  request 
you  to  appear  again  before  the  committee  and  change  your  testimony  1 

Answer. — They  did  not  request  me  to  appear  before  the  committee. . 

Question  by  Mr.  Thompson. — You  say  you  were  requested  to  come  here 
and  take  care  of  and  explain  the  interests  of  the  R.  R.  Co.,  but  not  to  endea- 
vor to  influence  any  member.  How  many  members  of  the  Legislature  were 
you  acquainted  with  before  you  came  here  I 

Answer. — Mr.  Ball,  Mr.  Skinner  and  Mr.  Thompson,  are  all  that  I  was 
acquainted  with.  I  have  been  four  years  in  Pennsylvania.  Previous  to  that 
I  resided  in  Tompkins  county.  New  York — never  was  a  resident  of  Penn- 
sylvania before — am  not  acquainted  with  members  of  the  Legislature,  but  am 
acquainted  with  Gov.  Pollock  and  Col.  Curtin,  and  a  number  of  gentlemen  in 
Philadelphia — became  acquainted  with  Gov.  Pollock  and  Col.  Curtin  last  fall ; 
never  was  here  while  the  Legislature  was  in  session  before.  1  never  owned 
any  property  in  the  railroad  or  in  the  city  of  Erie,  except  personal  property. 
I  did  tell  Judge  Thompson  that  I  was  not  here  interfering  in  the  railroad.  I 
di)n't  know  but  that  I  have  told  some  persons  in  Erie  that  I  made  one  thou- 
sand dollars  at  Harrisburg  this  winter;  I  don't  recollect  that  I  said  in  Har- 
risburg.  I  am  sure  that  Mr.  W  alker  told  me  there  was  to  be  no  money  used 
to  attempt  to  influence  members  of  the  Legislature.  Mr.  M'Sperrin  paid  me 
tlio  one  hundred  dollars  in  a  draft  on  Mr.  Sanford,  a  broker  in  Erie.  I  got 
tlie  money  on  it  from  him  in  several  bills.  I  did  get  a  one  hundred  dollar 
bill  cashed  at  a  bank  in  Karrisburg  this  winter.  I  was  coming  here  myself 
tu  a  Dutch  convention,  or  a  Democratic  convention  ;  1  don't  know  which,  and 
they  knew  I  was  coming,  and  asked  me  to  do  this  service  for  them.  1  ajn 
s-itiie  Democrat  and  some  not.  The  witness  further  states  in  ex;jlanation  : 
1  thought  I  would  charge  the  railroad  lawyer's  fees,  and  make  one  thousand 
d  :)ilars. 

(Signed)  B.  F.  SIBLEY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  Tih  day  of  March,  1855,  before  me. 

(Signed)  FR.  JORDAN,  Chair  nan. 
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Sir.  A.  G.  Helfenstein,  sworn.  ... 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — I  am  nearly  forty  years  of  age — 
residence  in  Lancaster  city,  and  am  a  notary  public. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — I  have*  none  whatever,  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief.  I  am  aciiuainted  with  Gen.  Cameron — 
have  known  him  for  twenty  years.  I  am  intimately  acquainted  with  Gen. 
Cameron's  brother  James. 

Question  by  Chairman. — It  has  been  stated  in  the  former  testimony  that 
Mr.  James  Cameron,  in  a  conversation  with  you,  solicited  your  influence  in 
behalf  of  his  brother  for  U.  S.  ISenator  for  a  consideration.  State  what  you 
know  about  this  matter. 

Answer. — A  week  or  two  previous  to  the  convention  of  Legislature  for  U. 
S.  Senator,  Mr.  James  Cameron  requested  me  to  use  my  influence  with  Thos. 
E.  Frnnklin,  Esq  ,  now  Attorney  General,  to  induce  his  brother  Emien,  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  vote  for  Simon  Cameron  for  U. 
S.  Senator.  If  he  did  so,  perhaps  he,  (Mr,  Thos.  E.  Franklin,)  as  1  under- 
stood liim,  might  require  Simon  C;:meron'3  services  in  return  for  a  similar 
post.  ]\Iy  replj' to  him  was:  i\lr.  Franklin  being  a  Whig  and  I  being  a 
Democrat,  folt  a  delicacy  in  approaching  him  on  the  subject,  and  conse- 
quently never  asked  him  to  do  as  requested.  The  day  before  the  first  elec- 
tion, (or  effort  to  elect,)  I  met  Mr.  Emiea  Franklin,  the  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  asked  him  how  the  election  was  going.  His  reply 
was,  "Cameron,  I  think,  will  be  elected,  but  never  by  my  vote."  Then  it 
was  I  said,  "  By  the  by,  FrankLn,  did  James  Cameron  ever  ask  you  to  vote 
for  his  brother,  Simon!"  He  looked  astonished  at  the  question.  I  then  gave 
him  my  reasons  for  asking.  I  then  iisked  him  whether  James  Cameron  did 
not  approach  him  in  the  same  way,  and  hold  out  the  same  inducements  as  I 
have  given  above.  He  said,  '•  No."  I  then  told  Mr,  Emlen  Franklin  that  he 
had  requested  t!ic  to  do  so  to  him,  and  that  I  declined  doing  so,  positively. 
There  was  notiiing  said  in  my  conversation  with  James  Cameron  about  a 
pecuniary  consideration,  or  any  other  than  the  one  I  have  mentioned.  I  am 
positive  I  never  said  my  influence  had  been  asked  for  a  pecuniary  consid- 
eration, either  in  reference  to  myself  or  Mr.  Franklin. 

To  the  third  interrogatory  he  answers — No,  sir. 

(Signed)  A.  G.  HELFENSTEIN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  7th  of  March,  1855,  before  me. 

(Signed)  FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 


Thos.  M.  Carlisle,  Esq.,  swarn. 

To  the  first   interrogatory  he  answers — My  age  is  twenty-six.     J\Iy  occu- 
pation that  of  attoruey-at-laWj  Chambersburg,  Pa. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — I  had  a  conversation  on  the  night 
before  the  first  convention,  with  Mr.  Francis  Parke  of  Chester  county,  Pa. 
I  remarked  to  him  jestingly,  that  I  supposed  there  was  money  to  be  made  out 
of  this  ejection,  and  that  just  at  this  time  three  or  four  votes  would  bring  a 
good  price.  He  said  he  thought  they  would.  He  then  said,  if  you  could  get 
that  man  Lowe  of  your's  to  vote  light  on  that  question,  I  would  guarantee 
you  at  least  one  thousand  dollars.  Whether  he  was  in  earnest  or  in  fun,  I 
4. 
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don't  know.  It  occurred  in  Coverly's  bar-room,  just  before  tea.  No  otber 
persons  were  in  conversation  with  us.  The  bar-room  was  full  of  persona. 
Mr.  Lowe  is  the  member  from  Franklin,  I  understood  Mr  Parke  to  mean, 
when  he  said  "right,"  to  vote  for  Gen.  Cameron  for  U.  S.  Senator.  I  do  not 
know  that  Mr.  Parke  was  active  in  behalf  of  any  of  the  candidates  for  U.  S.- 
Senator. 

Question  by  Mr.  Thompson. — Was  this  said  in  a  serious,  sedate  manner,  or 
jocularly  1 

Answer. — It  just  occurred  in  the  way  of  ordisiary  conversation  ;  was  marked 
by  no  particular  characteristics  whatever. 

Question  by  Mr.  Thompson. — Did  you,  in  pursuance  of  the  proposition,, 
make  any  effort  to  procure  the  vote  of  Mr.  Lowe  for  Gen.  Cameron  % 

Answer. — None  whatever,  sir. 

To  the  third  interrogatory  he  answers — No,  sir. 

(Signed)  T.  M.  CARLISLE, 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  the  7th  of  March,  1&56,  before  me. 

(Signed)  FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman, 


Mr,  Samuel  N.  Lightner,  sworn. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — I  am  at  present  one  of  the  auditors  of 
Allegheny  county;  formerly  deputy  register;  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  and 
reside  in  Pittsburg. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — I  know  of  no  undue  influence 
having  been  used.  I  was  here  at  the  time,  and  previous  to  the  time  of  the 
meeting  of  the  American  caucus  for  U.  S.  Senator.  I  arrived  here  early  in 
January.  I  was  away  several  times  during  my  visit  here.  While  here  I 
became  acquainted  with  Dr.  Jayne.  I  had  one  conversation  with  Or.  Jayne 
on  the  subject  of  U.  S.  Senator.  At  the  time  of  my  introduction  to  him,  that 
subject  was  naturally  broached.  I  have  been  acquainted  with  Mr.  J  no.  Wil- 
liamson nearly  two  years.  I  met  Mr.  Williamson  very  frequently  during  n»y 
visit  here.  In  the  various  conversations  that  I  had  with  Mr.  Williamson,  it 
may  be  possible  that  I  spoke  to  him  about  Dr.  Jayne's  chances  for  U.  S, 
i^enator.  Mr.  Williamson  never  said  to  me,  that  he  had  received  any  money 
in  reference  to  the  U.  S,  Senatorship.  Dr.  Jayne  never  admitted  to  nie,  that 
he  had  expended  money  to  secure  the  influence  of  any  one  in  his  own  behalf 
for  U.  S.  Senator. 

To  the  fourth,  fifth,,  sixth  and  seventh  interrogatories  he  answers  in  the 

negative. 

To  the  eighth  interrogatory  he  answers — No,  sir.  I  am  acquamted  with 
Mr.  Wm.  Philips  of  Pittsburg;  we  were  both  here  the  night  of  the  caucus; 
he  slept  in  my  room  at  Herr^s.  I  expressed  to  Mr.  Philips  the  night  of  the 
caucus,  astonishment  that  so  few  votes  had  been  cast  for  Dr.  Jayne.  I  told 
Mr.  Philips  that  some  sixty  members  bad  promised  Dr.  Jayne  their  support. 
I  have  not  been  active  in  canvassing  for  the  doctor.  I  have  been  active  in 
canvassing  against  the  old  members — old  fogies,  as  they  call  them,  I  mean; 
eleventh-hour  men,  as  I  call  them.  I  should  have  said  in  reference  to  these 
sixty  votes,  that  from  the  rumors  of  the  day,  I  supposed  Dr.  Jayne  avouIJ 
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have  received  a  much  greater  vote  than  he  did  ;  that  he  would  come  ncrir  to  a 
nomination,  which  would  require  that  number  of  votes.  These  sixtj'  mcnbers 
did  not  promise  to  me  their  support  of  Dr.  Jayne,  nor  to  any  person  to  my 
knowledge  ;  none  of  them  ever  promised  to  me  to  vote  for  him. 

To  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  interrogatories  he  answers  in  the  negative. 

To  the  thirteenth  interrogatory  he  answers— No,  sir,  I  don't ;  I  do  not  know 
of  any  money  being  used  by  any  peibon,  to  influence  the  election  of  U.  S. 
Senator.  The  primary  purpose  ol  my  visit  here  was,  to  attend  a  prohibitory 
liquor  convention,  and  in  the  second  place,  to  attend  an  American  convention  ; 
and  the  cause  of  continuing  here  so  long,  was  to  endeavor  to  get  an  act  passed 
to  increase  the  compensation  of  commissioners  and  auditors  of  Allegheny 
county. 

(Signed)  SAM'L  N.  LIGHTNER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  March  7th,  1855,  before  me, 

(Signed)  FK.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 


Mr.  E.  M.  Paxson,  affirmed. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — My  age  is  thirty  years  ;  occupation, 
attorney,  Philadelphia.  I  am  acquainted  with  Dr.  David  Jayne  of  Philadelphia. 
Dr.  Jayne  came  lo  Harrisburg  a  day  or  two  before  the  American  caucus.  He 
did'nt  state  the  object  of  his  coming,  to  me.  I  supposed  it  to  be  the  Senator- 
8bip.  I  came  with  him,  and  Dr.  Eshelman  came  ;  I  know  of  no  one  else.  I 
know  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Peiper  very  slightly.  Don't  know  where  he 
lives.  Know  Mr.  J.  Barclay  Harding.  Did'nt  see  him  here,  nor  know  of 
his  being  here.  Dr.  Jayne  and  Mr.  Eshelman,  and  myself,  first  put  up  at 
Mr.  Brady's — subsequently  at  Mr.  Herr's.  I  remained  here  about  two  days. 
1  think  the  doctor  was  at  Harrisburg  shortly  before  this.  Don't  know  it. 
Was  not  up  subsequently,  to  my  knowledge.  Whilst  here  I  met  Mr.  A.  J. 
Herr.  I  don't  know  of  Mr.  Herr's  acting  as  attorney  of  the  doctor,  durino-. 
his  stay  here. 

Question  by  Chairman. — It  has  been  stated  in  the  former  testimony  that 
Mr.  Herr  had  frequer.t  interviews  with  Dr.  Jayne,  in  the  room  of  the  latter, , 
at  Herr's  hotel,  at  some  half  dozen  of  which  Mr.  Herr,  the  doctor  and  some 
of  his  friends  were  locked  in.     State  what  you  know  about  these  interviews, 

Ansv/cr. — In  reference  to  that,  I  was  in  Dr.  Jayne's  room  on  some  few  oc- 
casions when  Mr.  Herr  was  there.  The  door  of  the  room,  when  I  was  there, 
was  generally  locked,  and  locked  by  me.  I  was  in  Dr.  Jayne's  room  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  time  during  the  day,  the  room  I  occupied  having  some 
two  or  three  beds  in  it,  and  some  strangers.  The  door  was  locked,  because  it 
18  iKiy  usual,  invariable  custom  to  lock  my  room  door  at  a  hotel.  There  was 
nothing  occurred  during  these  interviews  to  make  any  particular  impression 
ypon  my  mind.  I  attributed  Mr.  Herr's  being  there  more  to  the  fact  of  his 
room  being  immediately  opposite  than  to  any  other  cause.  Mr.  Herr  ap- 
peared to  have  no  business  there — not  while  I  was  present.  He  was  not  sent 
ioi  while  I  was  present.  I  recollect  the  door  was  locked  generally.  1  can't 
state  how  many  times  Mr.  Herr  was  locked  in  on  these  occasions.  He  pepped, 
in",  I  can't  reco'lcct  how  often.  Don't  recollect  who  was  present  when  Mr. 
Herr  was  in,  except  Dr.  Eshelman  and  myself.  There  might  have  been  other 
jKM-sons  in,  but  I  dotCt  recollect.     Don't  know  a  person  by  name  of  Glancy  or 
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Laney.  I  don't  know  Zeilin.  Don't  know  Mr.  Leas.  I  came  to  Harrisbur^ 
with  Dr.  Jayne,  at  his  request  I  saw  Dr.  Jayne  the  morning  he  came  here^ 
or  day  before,  and  he  asked  me  if  I  vroiild  come  to  Harrisburg  with  him.  I 
told  him  I  had  no  objection,  if  he  desired  it;  but  I  couiJ  do  no  good  here  for 
him,  or  any  body  else,  as  I  had  not  a  particle  of  political  influence,  and,  I  may 
add,  that  I  hope  I  never  will  have.  The  doctor  then  desired  me  to  come  up 
as  a  companion,  for  sake  of  company,  and  for  that  reason  he  desired  me  to 
accompany  him. 

Question  by  Mr.  Browne. — What  have  you  heard  the  doctor  say  in  refer- 
ence to  spending  money  to  secure  his  election  to  the  United  States  Senate  1 

Answer.—  I  am  Dr.  .layne's  solicitor.  I  have  always  considered  communi- 
cations made  to  nip  by  him,  in  regard  to  persons  or  things,  as  made  to  me  ih, 
my  professional  capacity,  and  have  so  been  told  by  him.  My  engagement 
with  him  as  solicitor  is  a  permanent  thing,  and  not  with  reference  to  any  par- 
ticular cases.  After  the  service  of  subpa^na  upon  me  to  attend  before  lhis< 
committee,  I  wrote  to  Dr.  Jnyne,  informin  j;  him  of  that  fact,  and  asking  him 
to  inform  me  whether  any  communicalions  that  he  might  have  mnde  to  me 
were  made  in  my  capacity  as  profcfsicnal  adviter.  I  have  not  a  copy  of  the 
letter — tliat  is  tlie  sum  and  substance.  I  have  Dr.  .Tayne's  answer  with  me. 
(Witness  iiere  produced  Dr.  Jayne's  written  answer,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto 
annexed,  marKcd  "D.")  The  only  thing  I  ever  heard  Dr.  Jayne  say  in 
reference  to  that  subject  was  some  time  ago — that  he  would  rather  pay  the 
expenses  and  time  of  any  of  his  friends,  not  members  of  either  house,  who 
would  use  their  influence  to  promole  his  election,  than  to  quarter  them  upon 
the  go\ernment,  by  using  h's  influence  to  procure  them  oflice,  if  he  had  the 
pouei".  He  did  not  state  whether  he  had  done  so,  or  whether  he  would  do  so. 
I  have  no  information  whether  Dr.  Jayne  has  spent  any  money  in  reference 
to  this  matler.  TliC  doctor  lias  made  tio  statement  or  admission  to  me  as  to 
how  much  it  cost  him,  or  whether  it  cost  him  any  thing.  I  do  not  know 
v.'hethcr  the  doctor  was  aware  tliat  a  firc<t  subp&na  was  out  for  him,  or  ant 
officer  iti  search  of  him  in  reference  to  this  subject. 

I  do  not  know  whether  fhe  Dr.  was  aware  of  the  present  subpcrna  fo)r  him' 
I  am  not  aware  that  the  Dr.  has  ever  been  informed  that  his  attendance  was 
required  before  this  committee.  I  recollect  but  one  conversation  with  the  Dr. 
in  relerence  to  this  in(juiry.  It  was  in  New  York,  where  I  met  him  last  week. 
I  showed  Dr.  Jayne  Mr  Browne's  letter  to  me,  which  I  received  the  morning 
I  left.  The  letter  was  in  reply  to  one  addressed  by  me,  to  Mr.  Browne.  A 
day  or  two  previous  to  my  writing  to  Mr.  Browne,  I  had  heard  that  a  letter 
was  float  ng  about  Harrijjburg,  purporting  to  have  been  written  by  me.  I 
wrote  to  him,  stating  that  1  had  written  no  such  letter.  I  showed  Dr.  Jayne 
Mr.  Browne's  letter,  and  he  expressed  some  surprise  at  its  contents.  Mr. 
Browne's  lette.',  in  substance,  was  that  there  was  a  letter  of  the  kind  referred 
to  and  that  it  did  require  some  explanation.  When  I  last  saw  Dr.  Jayne  he 
was  in  Burlington,  which  was  yesterday.  1  don't  know  that  the  Dr.  has  been 
in  the  city  since  I  saw  him  in  New  York  ;  he  may  have  been,  but  I  can't  say. 
The  Dr  was  in  Burlington,  as  I  understood  from  hiui,  in  reference  to  tlie  pur* 
chase  of  a  country  scat.  It  has  been  fen  days  or  two  weeks  since  I  saw  tho 
Dr.  in  Philadelphia.  1  di»  ni>t  know,  nor  have  I  reason  to  believe,  that  Dr. 
Jayne  has  s'ayed  away  from  Philadelphia  to  avoid  the  service  of  a  subpcna 
to  attend  this  comtnitlee.  I  know  that  Dr.  Jayne  has  been  absent  most  of  the 
time  on  imponant  business,  wiih  which  I  am  connected  as  his  counsel.  The 
notel  sent  to  him  I  sent  to  his  counting  house,  with  directions  to  send  to  him. 
It  was  some  time  during  the  business  hours  of  ihe  morning,  that  1  sent  it.  I 
think  it  was  the  next  day  thai  I  got  his  reply.  His  reply  was  brought  into  me 
by  a  ijerson  who  was  a  stranoer  to  me.  The  same  person  who  brought  a  verbal 
message  from  him,  said  that  he  wished  to  see  me.     i  went  up  same  day,  at 
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-'half-past  three,  returned  in  next  train  ;  was  there  about  an  hour,  may  be  an 
liour  and  a-half.  The  Dr.  did  not  say  when  he  would  be  in  Philadelphia; 
told  me  he  was  going  to  New  York  next  morning;  didn'i  say  how  long  he 
would  be  absent.  The  Dr.  stated  to  me  that  he  had  not  been  informed, 
directly  or  indirectly,  that  a  subpccna  had  been  issued  for  him,  or  that  word 
had  been  left  at  his  place  of  business.  The  Dr.  did  not  say  anjnhing  to  me 
about  Mr.  Herr's  having  informed  him  of  the  inquiry.  Have  not  had  a  word 
of  conversation  with  Mr.  Herr,  about  the  letter  purporting  to  have  been  written 
by  me.     Have  not  seen  him  wince  I  came  to  Harrisburg  this  time. 

Question  by  Dr.  M'Clintock. — Are  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  Haldeman,  the 
Senator  from  York  ^.  Have  you  had  any  such  conversation  with  any  such 
person,  or  are  you  aware  that  any  money  had  been  placed  in  any  such  person's 
hands,  to  aid  the  election  of  Dr.  Jayne  to  the  U .  S.  Senate  ? 

Answer. — My  answer  is  this  :  1  should  not  know  Mr.  Haldeman  if  I  should 
meet  him  in  this  room.^  I  have  an  indistinct  recollection  of  being  introduced 
to  a  Mr.  Haldeman  whilst  at  Harrisburg,  at  the  time  of  the  caucus,  by  some 
one  ;  don't  recollect  now  who  ;  and  the  only  conversation  I  had  was  to  make 
some  remark  about  the  weather  or  something  of  that  kind,  and  passed  on.  I 
was  introduced  as  above  stated,  at,  Herr's  hotel.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any 
s<uch  transaction,  as  money  having  been  placed  in  Mr.  Haldeman's  hands  for 
.any  such  purpose,  or  for  any  other  purpose. 

Question. — Did  you  authorize  any  person  to  write  to  Mr.  Haldeman,  iu 
relation  to  the  return  of  certain  moneys  iu  his  possession  1 

Answer. — i  did  not. 

Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  letter  of  the  character  referred  to,  signed 
by  a  person  purporting  to  be  D.  R.  Paxton  "? 

Answer. — I  do  not ;  that  is,  I  never  knew  or  heard  of  it  until  I  heard  of  it 
I  boating  about  Harrisburg- 

Question  by  Judge  Thompson. — Did  Dr.  Jayne,  in  any  of  the  interviews 
you  had  with  him,  speak  of  his  being  a  candidate  for  U.  S.  Senator  1  and  if 
so,  did  he  speak  of  using  or  intending  to  use  any  money  to  secure  a  caucus 
nomination  or  election  to  that  office  '. 

Answer. — Dr.  Jayne  spoke  of  being  a  candidate.  He  did  not  speak  of 
«sing  any  money  in  my  presence,  or  to  my  knowledge.  The  question  was 
asked  the  Dr.,  and  he  denied  it  indignantly,  and  said  il  he  could  not  get  the 
nomination  by  honorable  means,  he  would  not  have  il  at  all. 

To  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  twelfth  and  third  interrogatories,  he  answers  in 
the  negative. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  M.  PAXSON. 

.Sworn  and  subscribed,  March  7,  1855,  before  me, 

(Signed)  F.  R.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 


To  Edward  M.  Jackson,  Esq.,  Philadelphia : 

Dear  Sir: — Your  favor  of  the  5th  inst  is  at  hand,  and  contents  noted.  You 
Are  entirely  at  liberty  to  state  anythidg  you  see  proper  before  the  Investiga- 
ting CoHimittee  at  Harrisburg,  on  the  subject  of  bribery,  in  reference  to  my- 
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self,  including  any  statements  made  to  you  by  me  in  your  professional  ca- 
pacity. 

Yours  respectfully, 
March  6,  1855.  DAVID  JAYNE, 

The  above  is  the  copy  of  Dr.  Jayne's  letter,  alluded  to  by  the  witness,  £^ 
M.  Paxson,  and  identified  as  marked  D. 

(Signed)  FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 


Samuel  S.  Moon,  affirmed. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — My  age  is  thirty  years  j  secretary  of 
Commonwealth  insurance  company,  Philadelphia.  1  am  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Lewis  C.  Levin,  Philadelphia,  Don't  remember  any  conversation  with  hin^ 
on  subject  of  U.  S.  Senatorship.  Know  nothing  of  his  having  raised  a  fund 
to  aid  his  election  to  U.  S.  Senate  ;  heard  it  in  the  street  j  know  nothing 
myself.  I  know  nothing  about  a  meeting  between  him  and  any  members  of 
the  Legislature,  in  reference  to  that  fund. 

To  the  fourth  interrogatory  he  answers — ^No,  sir.  I  am  acquainted  with 
Dr.  Jayne  ;  he  is  president  of  our  company.  We  had  a  casual  talk  about 
the  U.  S.  Senatorship  more  than  once.  We  have  had  them,  I  think,  in  th« 
office — perhaps  at  Harrisburg ;  but  they  were  merely  the  remarks  of  the  day, 
in  reference  to  the  question.  I  was  here  when  Dr.  Jayne  was  here,  the  day 
before  the  caucus  nomination.  I  have  been  here  frequently  this  winter.  Re 
on  no  occasion  expressed  a  willingness  to  spend  money  to  procure  a  nomina- 
tion or  election.  I  know  of  no  offer  or  promise  of  money  by  him,  nor  any 
one  else  for  him,  nor  any  other  person,  for  that  purpose.  1  never  heard  the 
Dr.  say  or  admit  that  he  had  authorized  any  one  to  act  for  him  in  reference 
to  this  matter.  Never  heard  him  say  what  his  efforts  to  secure  the  U.  S, 
Senatorship  had  cost  him,  nor  what  he  would  give  for  it.  Never  heard  hin* 
say  that  he  had  promised  or  given  any  money  or  other  valuable  thing  to  se- 
cure his  election.  I  know  of  a  person  by  name  of  Peiper,  and  I  think  I  met 
him  in  Harrisburg  this  winter.  I  think  he  is  now  connected  with  a  shoo 
house  in  Third  street,  below  Arch,  east  side.  Think  his  name  is  Michael 
Peiper.  Last  time  I  saw  Dr.  Jayne  was  in  New  York,  about  ten  days  ago. 
Don't  know  when  he  will  be  back.  Don't  know  nor  have  I  reason  to  believe 
that  Dr.  Jayne  is  absenting  himself  from  Philadelphia  to  avoid  service  of  tli* 
subpcena  of  this  committee  upon  him. 

(Signed)  SAML.  S.  MOON.  .- 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  March  7th,  1855,  before  rae. 

(Signed)  FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman, 

On  motion^  adjourned. 


SPECIAL  MEETING,  March  8,  1855. 
Absent — Messrs.  Thompson,  Eyster  and  Sallade. 

The  Committee  agreed  to  summon  sundry  witnesses  for  to-morrow  evening, 
and  adjourned,  there  being  no  witnesses  present. 
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FRIDAY,  Maech  9,  1855. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Messrs.  Eyster  and  Thomp- 
son absent. 

S.  H.  Bowman,  Esq.,  sworn. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — My  age  is  twenty-eight;  occupation, 
shoemaker;  residence,  Germantown 5  at  present  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  I  am  acquainted  with  Lewis  C.  Levin,  of  Philadelphia; 
never  was  though  till  I  came  to  Harrisburg.  Can't  name  date  of  my  meeting 
him  here,  but  it  was  several  weeks  previous  to  meeting  of  Senatorial  conven- 
tion. Had  several  conversations  with  him  here  on  subject  of  United  States 
Senator.  Nothing  passed  between  him  and  me  in  relation  to  his  having  raised 
a  fund  in  reference  to  that  subject.  The  first  intimation  I  had  of  it  was  from 
Mr.  Simpson,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  who  said  he  had 
raised  $40,000  in  Catawissa  bonds  and  other  securities,  to  secure  his  election 
to  United  States  Senate;  afterwards  frequently  heard  it  on  the  street.  Am 
not  able  to  name  persons  whom  I  heard  it  from.  Mr,  Levin  never  spoke  to 
me  on  that  subject  until  after  the  convention  for  United  States  Senator.  Be- 
fore the  American  caucus,  Mr,  Levin  said  that  in  event  of  election  he  might 
be  able  to  do  as  much  for  his  friends  as  any  of  the  rest  of  them.  I  under- 
stood him  by  that  to  mean  in  procuring  positions  for  them.  He  mentioned 
that  he  had  always  endeavored  to  do  in  return  for  his  friends  what  they  had 
done  for  him,  I  didn't  understand  him  to  make  any  reference  to  money.  I 
never  saw  a  Catawissa  bond  in  my  life.  Never  had  any  conversation  with 
Messrs,  Smith  and  Eyster  on  subject  of  the  fund,  except  since  caucus,  when 
I  asked  them  how  such  a  report  could  have  got  out  connecting  me  with  them. 
I  never  met  either  of  them  in  Philadelphia  until  recently — never  before  Ameri- 
can caucus  was  held,  I  understood  Mr.  Simpson  or  Mr.  Sanderson  to  say  that 
meeting  had  taken  place  in  Philadelphia.  Can't  now  remember  the  date,  but 
the  day  was  designated  to  me  by  Mr.  Sanderson  or  Mr.  Simpson — most  proba- 
bly Mr.  Simpson.  The  time  he  mentioned  it  to  me  was  Saturday,  two  or 
three  weeks  preceding  the  convention,  that  a  meeting  should  have  taken  place 
between  Messrs.  Eyster,  Steel,  Smith  and  myself — ^that  such  was  the  report. 
It  was  the  Thursday  or  Friday  before  there  had  been  a  pretty  deep  snow.  On 
Friday  evening  I  told  Mr.  Steel  I  was  going  to  Philadelphia  next  morning. 
He  asked  me  if  I  would  be  kind  enough  to  call  at  his  house  previous  to  cominjr 
up,  and  bring  with  me  an  album,  containing  the  autographs  of  the  members  of  a 
former  session,  of  which  he  was  a  member.  I  left  here  on  Saturday  morning — 
arrived  near  West  Philadelphia — had  to  get  out  on  account  of  burthen  train 
being  ofl'  the  track  ahead,  and  walk  to  the  'city,  i Crossed  bridge  and  went 
to  Ninth  and  Green  streets — got  there  just  in  time  to  see  two  o'clock  train 
going  out.  Went  to  Bath  hotel  at  Ninth  and  Depot,  and  remained  there  till 
ten  minutes  past  three  o'clock.  Left  in  train  and  went  to  Germantown.  Re- 
mained there  all  night  with  my  family.  That's  the  history  of  that  day's 
transactions  with  me.  Never  saw  Mr.  Levin,  or  any  of  the  parties  named, 
in  Philadelphia,  or  elsewhere,  on  that  subject.  Never  met  Dr.  Jayne  but  once, 
and  that  was  at  Mr.  Fletcher's  room,  Washington  hotel,  Harrisburg,  when  I 
was  introduced  to  him.  Never  spoke  to  him  since,  nor  before.  Remember  of 
no  conversation  with  Mr,  Fletcher  about  Dr.  Jayne's  chances  for  United  States 
Senator. 

Question  by  Chairman. — One  of  the  witnesses  has  testified  to  a  conversa- 
tion between  you  and  Mr.  Fletcher,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which 
something  was  said  about  a  proposition  from  you  to  Fletcher,  to  make  a  bar- 
gain with  Dr.  Jayne  for  you.     State  your  knowledge  on  the  subject. 
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Answer. — No  such  conversation  took  place  between  Mr.  Fletcher  aqd  me. 
I  remember  of  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Fletcher,  in  which  1  remarked  that 
Mr.  Simpson  had  told  me  that  a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator  would 
be  in  town  with  $40,000,  to  secure  his  election.  I  afterwards  understood 
from  Mr.  Simpson  that  the  allusion  was  to  Mr.  Levin. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — I  have  not. 

To  the  fourth  interrogatory  he  answers — The  only  persons  whom  I  hav© 
heard  were  Mr.  Simpson  and  Mr.  Sanderson — none  wlio  professed  to  have 
knowledge  of  themselves. 

To  the  sixth  and  eleventh  interrogatories  he  answers — No,  sir. 

To  the  twelfth  interrogatory  he  answers — No,  sir;  1  do  not. 

To  the  thirteenth  interrogatory  he  answers— I  kaow  of  none.  I  have  had 
my  opinion;  but  know  nothing  of  myself.  I  based  my  opinion  upon  what  1 
considered  factious  opposition  to  bills.  Seeing  certain  ones  banded  together  in 
opposition  to  bills. 

To  the  third  interrogatory  he  answers — la  addition  to  what  I  have  said,  I 
wish  to  say,  after  Mr.  Simpson  had  informed  me  that  such  a  charge  was  about 
to  be  made,  he  went  to  the  city.  When  he  came  back  he  came  to  me  and  said 
that  the  person  who  had  given  him  the  information  previously,  informed  him 
that,  upon  further  consultation  with  the  orijjinal  informer,  he  informed  him 
that  I  was  not  present  at  the  interview  alluded  to — that  it  was  a  mistake. 
This  was  next  Monday  after  the  committee  organized.  When  I  asked  Mr. 
Eyster  and  Mr.  Smith  about  the  matter,  Mr.  Smith  said,  (I  think  it  was  Mr. 
Smith — it  may  have  been  Mr.  Eyster,)  that  it  was  a  base  fabiication — that  he 
did  not  know  what  gave  rise  to  it. 

S.  H.  BOWMAN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  9th  day  of  March,  1855,  before  me. 

Ffi.  JOKDAN,  Ckmr7nan, 


Mr.  D.  L.  Smith,  affirmed. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — Twenty-eight  y^ars  of  age;  occupa- 
tion, clerk;  reside  in  Allegheny  city ;  at  present  a  member  of  the  Legislature. 
1  am  acquainted  with  Mr.  Lewis  C.  Levin,  of  Philadelphia.  Did  not  meet 
him  at  or  about  commencement  of  the  Legislature.  The  first  time  I  mcf  Mr. 
Levin,  was  about  a  week  before  American  caucus,  at  a  public  meetinf  in  this 
borough  ;  had  no  conversation  with  him  on  the  subject  of  L"nitcd  States  Sena- 
tor; wrote  to  him  on  a  subject  of  business  once,  and  received  an  answer.  It 
was  connected  simply  with  business,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  United  States 
Senator.  It  was  in  relation  to  a  bill  forming  a  company  to  import  guano.  He 
asked  me  if  I  would  support  such  a  hill  ;  told  him  I  would.  I  had  no  conver- 
sation that  would  lead  me  to  believe  he  was  raising  funds  or  securities.  He 
told  me  that  his  reputation  had  been  assailed,  and  if  it  were  necessary  he 
could  procure  any  amount  of  security  from  the  best  men  in  the  nation,  as  an 
earnest  of  his  character;  did  not  say  how  much  he  had  raised  or  could  raise, 
for  that  or  any  other  subject.  Mr.  Levin  spoke  of  his  general  character  hav- 
ing been  assailed.  He  did  not  exhibit  to  me  any  securities  or  funds.  I  came 
here  as  a  member  of  the  American  party  ;  never  saw  a  leiter  from  Mr.  Tucker 
or  Mt.  Ashmead  to  Mr.  Levin.  I  never  was  made  the  depository  of  any 
money  or  securities,  to  be  used  directly  or  contingently  to  afTect  the  electiott 
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of  United  States  Senator,  nor  was  the  offer  ever  made  to  me.  It  was  Mr. 
Levin's  particular  request  that  I  would  not  urge  his  claim  for  United  States 
Senator,  it  was  my  own  request  that  he  would  permit  me  to  use  his  name 
before  the  caucus.  He  did  not  express  a  preference  for  any  one.  He  said  he 
preferred  one  who  had  been  a  Democrat  to  one  who  had  been  a  Whirr-  No 
such  money  uy  securities  above  alluded  to  were  placed  subject  to  my  control. 
I  do  not  know  of  any  being  placed  in  the  hands  or  subject  to  the  control  of 
any  other  person. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — I  have  not. 

To  the  fourth  interrogatory  he  answers — No,  sir. 

To  the  sixth  interrogatory  he  answers — No,  sir  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  I  had 
a  threat  made. 

To  the  eighth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  was  not,  nor  did  1. 

To  the  ninth  interrogatory  he  answers — No,  sir. 

To  the  eleventh  interrogatory  he  answers — None. 

To  the  thirteenth  interrogatory  he  aiipwers — No,  sir. 

To  the  third  interrogatory  he  answers — There  was  a  general  report,  and  it 
wa?  asserted  by  Mr.  Simpson  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  that  several  of ■  the 
Philadelphia  members,  and  several  ol  the  Allegheny  members  had  been  in 
Philadelphia,  making  arrangements  to  secure  the  election  of  a  particular  per- 
^on  to  ilnited  States  Senate ;  and  report  pointed  to  Mr.  Eyster  and  myself 
as  the  Allegheny  members.  1  would  state  that  I  have  not  been  in  Philadel- 
phia for  the  last  three  years.  The  time  that  1  was  absent  from  this  place, and 
the  time  1  was  supposed  to  be  in  Philadelphia,  I  was  in  Carlisle,  on  a  visit  to 
the  family  of  Mr.  Cornman,  who  was  foraierly  Superintendent  of  State  Print- 

'  ^'  DAVID  L.  SMITH. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  9th  of  March,  1855,  before  me. 

FR.  JOKDAN,  Chairman. 


Mr.  John  J.  Stewart,  sworn. 

Subpoena  shown.  Had  that  subpoina  to  serve  ;  dated  second  day  of  March  ; 
did  not  serve  it  on  Dr.  Isaac  S.  Eshelman  ;  could  not  find  him;  called  at  his 
place  of  residence — N.  Fifth  street,  below  Kace ;  dwelling  closed  and  no  one 
in — all  gone  to  country;  called  at  next  house — Mr.  Mason's;  asked  lady  if 
she  knew  where  Dr.  Eshelman  had  gone  to.  She  said  she  believed  to  West 
Chester  ;  could  not  say.  Then  inquired  at  tavern  next  door  above  Dr.  Eshel- 
nian's,  corner  Race  and  Fifth,  if  they  knew  where  Dr.  Eshelman  was;  bar- 
keeper told  me  he  believed  he  had  gone  to  the  country;  could'nt  say  where ; 
but  1  should  inquire  at  Mr.  Taylor's,  the  apothecary,  third  door  below ;  called 
on  Mr.  Taylor;  asked  if  he  knew  where  Dr.  Eshelman  was  I  He  said  he  did 
not  know  ;  that  on  former  occasions  Dr.  Eshelman  had  always  told  him,  but 
this  time  he  did  not  say  where  he  was  going  to  ;  that  I  should  inquire  at  Dr. 
Jayne's,  his  father-in-law,  S.  Third  street ;  called  at  residence  of  Dr.  Jayne ; 
asked  if  Dr.  Jayne  was  in ;  was  told  that  he  had  left  town.  I  then  asked  if 
they  could  say  where  Dr.  Eshelman  had  gone  to  1  The  answer  was  that  they 
did  npt  know  where  Dr.  Eshelman's  father  lived,  or  where  Dr.  Eshelman  wa*. 
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I  then  left,  and  made  no  more  inquiry,  except  of  Mr  Moon,  who  could  not 
teil  me;  called  at  No.  52,  Market  street,  on  a  friend  of  mine,  in  same  busi 
ness.  On  a  former  occasion  I  requested  this  gentleman  to  look  out  for  Dr. 
Jayne,  and  let  me  know.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  seen  or  heard  of  him  since 
I  was  there  last  1  He  told  me  the  doctor  was  still  out  of  town.  I  then  left 
the  place  and  went  to  Dr.  Jayne's  store.  I  asked  the  clerk  if  Dr.  Jayne  was 
in,  and  he  said  the  doctor  was  out  of  town — in  New  York.  He  said  he  ejt- 
fhected  the  doctor  back  in  two  or  three  weeks,  or  sooner — could  not  tell ;  made 
no  more  inquiry  then;  saw  Mr.  Moon,  who  told  me  Dr.  Jayne  had  been 
in  New  York,  but  had  gone  to  Boston,  and  would  be  back  in  a  week  or  ten 
days ;  made  no  more  inquiries  about  the  doctor ;  did  not  serve  it  on  Michael 
Peiper;  could'nt  find  him;  called  at  his  store,  No.  41,  N.  Third  street,  and. 
was  told  by  young  man  that  Mr.  Peiper  had  left  that  mornin^^  for  New  York, 
in  ten  o'clock  train  ;  did'nt  believe  that,  and  went  to  his  boarding  house,  129., 
Arch  street,  below  Fourth.  I  asked  the  servant  who  came  to  the  door,  if  Mr. 
Peiper  was  in,  and  he  said  not ;  but  said  he  had  not  left  town,  to  his  know- 
ledge; had  taken  no  baggage  with  him,  and  I  should  call  at  between  one  and 
two,  and  1  would  find  him  ;  called  about  ten  minutes  after  one,  and  he  was'nt 
in  ;  young  lady  told  me  he  had  been  in  at  twelve,  but  had  gone  out.  I  re- 
mained until  two ;  he  did'nt  come  in ;  asked  one  of  the  boarders,  and  he  told 
me  he  had  not  seen  Mr.  Peiper  since  morning.  1  called  at  \he  Union  hotel  and 
could'nt  find  him ;  then  called  at  his  store,  and  was  told  by  the  clerk  that  he 
had  gone  to  New  York.  I  then  repeated  that  he  had  not  left,  and  that  I 
wanted  to  pay  him  a  small  bill.  I  called  on  Monday  morning  at  his  boarding- 
house,  and  servant  told  me  he  had  gone  on  h'aturday  evening  previous  to  New 
York,  1  then  gave  up  the  chase.  I  made  diligent  efforts  to  serve  it  on  Messrs. 
Jayne,  Peiper,  Eshelman  and  Nelson. 

JOHN  J.  STEWART. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  9th  of  March,  1855,  before  me. 

FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 


MONDAY,  March  12,  1855. 

Committee  met  according  to  adjournment. 

K.  B.  M'Combs,  Esq.,  affirmed. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — Am  between  thirty  and  thirty-five 
years  of  age — attorney-at-law — reside  in  New  Castle — at  present  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — No,  sir.  I  was  a  member  of  the 
American  caucus,  and  left  it,  because  I  believed  there  were  influences  opera- 
ting on  that  caucus  which  I  believed  not  right ;  corrupt  in  their  character,  and 
calculated  to  secure  the  nomination  of  a  man  who  I  believed  essentially  unfit 
for  the  position.  I  gathered  this  belief  from  innumerable  circumstances  per- 
ceivable, but  not  easily  expressed  ;  at  the  same  time,  I  could  detail  a  number 
of  circumstances  which  influenced  my  mind.  They  did  not  affect  the  chat- 
ACtor  of  a  candidate  for  U.  S.  Senator,  but  only  that  of  the  caucus. 

R.  B.  M'COMBS. 
Affirmed  and  subscribed  the  12th  of  March,  1855,  before  me. 

FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman, 
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'■     ThoF.  C.  Steel,  affirmed. 

..     To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — I  am  thirty-nine  3'^ears  of  age — resi- 

..  4ence,  'r*hih,de!phia — a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this  Com- 

;-.|non\Vi'a(!,h — leather   dealer   by  trade.     I   am   acquainted   with  Mr.  Lewis  C. 

.  Levin — never  spoke  to  him  until  I  met  him  in  Harrisburg  this  winter.     The 

i.first   interview  I   had  with   him,  was   three  or  four  weeks   before   meeting  of 

■  caucus — can't   be  positive  as  to   time.     He   has  been   up  here  once  or  twica 

since.     I   saw  him  every  day,  I   presume,  during  the  different   times  he  was 

here.     He  was  boarding  at  same  hotel — had  not  frequent  conversations  with 

him  about  U.  S.  Senator.     He  spoke  to  me  two  or  three  times  in  reference 

to  the  ipatter — never  met   him  by  appointment   in  reference  to  that  subject. 

He  never  said  anything  to  me  in  these  interviews  about  a  fund  he  had  raised, 

or  was  about  to  raise,  in  reference  to  U.  S.  Senator.     He  never  told  me  he 

.was  a  candidate  for  U.  S.  Senator.     He  never  showed   me  any  Catawissa 

bonds  and  letters  of  credit  from  Mr.  Jno.  Tucker  or  Mr.  J.  VV.  Ashmead.     I 

never  saw  any  such  papers  or  letters  of  credit  in  his  hands,  or  in  the  hands  of 

.any  one  else,  in  reference  to  this  subject  of  U.  S.  Senator.     I  never  exchanged 

"  ^words  with    him,  except   in  Harrisburg — never  knew   him  in   Philadelphia  to 

speak  to  him  in  my  life — know  of  no  living  being  who  had  such  interviews. 

No  member  of  the  Legislature  ever  informed  me  that  he  had  any  interviews 

with  him  on  this  subject — know  nothing  about  a  fund  being  raised   by  Mr. 

Levin  with  reference  to  the  U.  S.  Senatorship — know  nothing  about  any  of 

his  business  transactions  in  any  shape  or  form — never  did  know. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — I  do  not,  sir.     Of  my  personal 
knowledge  I  know  nothino-. 

To  the  fourth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  cannot,  sir.     Nobody  ever  madtt 
the  admission  to  me. 

To  the  fifth  interrogatory  he  answers — Not  a  cent. 

To  the  sixth  interrogatory  he  answers — No,  sir,  I  had  not. 

To  the  eighth  interrogatory  he  answers — Never,  in  any  instance,  since  I 
have  been  a  member. 

To  the  eleventh  interrogatory  he  answers — I  have  not,  sir. 

To  the  twelfth  interrogatory  he  answers — No,  sir. 

To  the  thirteenth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  do  not,  sir, 

To  the  third  interrogatory  he  answers — 1  do  not  know  of  any  circumstan«« 
•onnected  with  it. 

THOMAS  C.  STEEL. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  the  12th  of  March,  1855,  before  me. 

FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman,. 
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Mr.  Joshua  S.  Fletcher,  affirmed. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — My  age  is  between  forty  and  forty- 
five ;  publisher  5  Philadelphia.  At  present  a  member  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature.  1  am  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Levin.  1  had  no  interview  with  him  in  Philadelphia  about  United  States 
Senator.     Met  him  frequently  at  Harrisburg  during  canvass  for  United  States 

,  Senator.  He  was  at  my  room  once  or  twice.  He  never  said  anything  to  me 
about  a  fund  he  was  raising  for  United   States  Senator.     I  know  nothing  in 

.  this  connection  but  the  rumors  of  the  day.  1  never  was  at  any  time  asked 
by  any  member  of  the  Legislature  what  was  the  method  to  obtain  money  for 
a  vote.  I  don't  think  I  have  stated  that  I  had  been  so  asked.  Mr.  Bowman 
was  in  my  room  just  after  he  came  here,  and  we  had  some  conversation,  and 
[  don't  recollect  exactly  what  the  words  were ;  they  were  not  about  money. 
1  never  knew  him  until  he  came  here.  Found  he  was  very  young  and  talked 
with  him,  and  advised  nim  as  to  the  course  he  ought  to  pursue;  and  told  him 
that  a  man  coming  to  Harrisburg  would  either  establish  his  character  for  good 
or  for  bad  very  soon,  and  that  he  should  pursue  a  straight-forward  course.  I 
found  him  a  very  excitable  young  man,  and  our  intercourse  ended.     Had  no 

;  conversation  with  Mr.  Steel  about  members  obtaining  money  for  votes.  I 
know  of  no  member  of  the  present  Legislature  who  obtained  any  money  or 
pecuniary  advantage  for  his  vote  or  influence.  Know  of  no  member  who 
sought  any. ,  1  know  of  no  improper  intluences  which  were  used  with  Mr. 
Allegood  to  induce  him  to  pursue  a  certain  course.     Mr.  Levin  did  not  show 

.  me  any  checks,  or  bonds  or  letters,  on  the  subject  of  United  States  Senator, 
1  know  noihing  of  his  having  made  a  deposit  of  any  such  bonds  or  securities. 
No  member  of   the  Legislature  admitted  to  me  that  he  knew  of  any  such 

'bonds  or  deposits.  .\m  acquainted  with  Dr.  Jayne.  Have  known  hiui  fifteen 
years.  Saw  him  last  on  the  inauguration  night,  except  once  in  the  House — 
not  to  speak  to  iiim.  Don't  know  his  business  here  during  canvass  for  United 
States  Senator.  Know  nothing  of  his  giving  or  pro  nising  any  money  for 
votes  or  influence  for  him  for  United  States  Senator.  Know  of  no  efforts  by 
members  of  the  Legislature,  or  others,  trying  to  get  money  from  him  because 
of  his  being  a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator.  Don't  know  of  any 
threats  or  promises  being  used  to  influence  the  course  of  legislation  in  conse- 
quence of  support  given  or  withheld  from  either  of  the  candidates  for  United 
States  Senator.  Gen.  Cameron  has  not  made  me  any  offer  of  any  money  or 
benefit,  or  advantage  whatever,  direct  or  indirect,  to  myself  personally,  or  to 
the  newspaper  with  which  I  am  connected,  in  return  for  service  to  be  rendered 
him.  1  mean  for  United  States  Senatorship.  Gen.  Cameron  is  above  any 
Kuch  thing.  He  is  too  high-minded,  a  man  to  be  guilty  of  any  such  acts.  I 
do  not  know  of  any  inducements  held  out  to  any  members  of  the  Legislature 
either  before  American  caucus  or  subsequently,  to  cast  their  votes  for  him  for 

TTnited  States  Senator. 

.To  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  interrogatories  he  an- 
swers—No, sir. 

.The  tenth,  eleventh,  thirteenth  and  third  interrogatories  he  answers  in 
the  negative. 

(Signed)  JOSHUA  S.  FLETCHER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  12th  day  of  March,  1S55,  before  me. 

(Signed)  FK.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 
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Hon.  James  Cooper,  sworn. 

My  age  is  forty-five,  residence  Pottsviile,  by  profession  a  lawyer.  I  was  at 
Harrisburg-  about  the  time  of  the  American  caucus  for  U.  IS.  Senator.  On 
Saturday  morning  aiter  the  n)eeting  of  the  cauc;i.s  referred  to,  Co!.  Walter  of 
Adams  county,  came  to  my  room,  bringing  with  him  what  purported  to  be  a 
copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  a  man  by  name  of  Paxton  or  Paxson,  i  don't 
know  which,  to  Senator  Haldeman.  Col.  Walter  stated  that  a  Mr.  f]err,  I 
think,  had  got  him  to  write  the  letter  to  Haldeman,  and  to  sign  Paxlon's  name 
to  it.  He  then  went  on  to  detail  the  circumstances  under  wliich  he  had 
written  the  letter.  The  impression  I  derived  from  the  conversation  with  Col. 
Walter  on  the  occasion  referred  to  was,  that  Mr.  Herr  had  furnished  Mr. 
Haldeman  wilh  nine  hundred  dollars.  I  think  the  money  was  to  be  used  for 
a  particular  purpose,  and  that  having  learned  that  it  had  not  been  applied  to 
the  purpose  intended,  he  addressed  him  the  letter.  There  was  no  person 
present  when  it  was  first  shown  to  me.  He  came  to  my  room  when  I  was 
alone,  and  exhibited  it.  in  the  course  of  the  morning  I  mentioned  the  circum- 
stance to  John  P.  Sanderson,  Esq.,  Col.  Lessig,  and  others  wiiom  1  do  not 
now  remember.  1  did  not,  during  my  visit  to  Harrisburg,  acijuire  any 
knowledge  about  a  fund  being  raised  for  the  purpose  of  aifectnig  ihe  election 
of  U.  S.  Senator.  I  did  not  meet  Mr.  Levin  daring  my  vi^it,  but  I  learned  he 
was  here,  i  put  up  at  the  VVashingion  house,  corner  of  ALirkei;  square,  on 
my  visit  to  Harrisburg.  1  was  here  for  three  or  four  days.  1  had  a  conver- 
sation with  a  gentleman  the  day  before  the  caucus,  in  which  he  said  he 
believed  that  the  nomination  of  the  caucus  was  a  fixed  tad.  He  said  there 
would  be  two  ballots.  The  gentleman  was  Mr.  Geo.  M.  Lunvian.  It  was  on 
Friday  previous  to  meeting  of  the  caucus.  I  was  lying  on  my  bod  unwell. 
There  were  several  gfenlleaien  in  the  room,  and  amonfjst  them  Mr.  Laumahii 
He  came  to  the  bed  and  sat  down  by  side  of  it,  and  commenced  speaking  on 
feubjecc  of  Senatorial  election.  He  stated  that  he  thought  tlie  maiter  was 
Bettlcd,  and  that  Gen.  Cameron  would  be  nominated,  but  that  at  any  rate  1 
would  have  intluence  enough  to  secure  his  nomination  ;  and  said,  interro- 
gatively, you  have  always  been  friendly  to  the  general,  i  repl.ed,  that 
personally  Gen.  Cameron  and  I  had  always  been  on  Iriendly  terms.  He  then 
asked  me,  if  i  could  not  influence  certain  friends  to  go  for  the  general.  I  lolJ 
him  I  could  not;  that  the  number  of  those  who  were  friendly  to  my  election, 
was  small,  and  that  they  thought  for  themselves,  and  would  act  for  them- 
selves. 1  have  heard  that  part  of  Mr.  Lauman's  testimony  reid,  which  refers 
to  a  conversation  which  took  place  between  us,  in  wliich  he  stated  that  I  said 
to  him,  that  he  knew  I  was  a  friend  of  General  Cameron,  and  w<mld  prefer  his 
election  to  any  other  person,  and  in  which  he  also  states,  that  i  declared  that 
my  friends  were  too  dumb  to  be  transferred  to  Cameron  ;  and  I  desire  to  state, 
that  no  part  of  this  testimony  of  Mr.  Lauman  is  correct.  He  was  either  mistaken 
or  wilfully  misrepresented  what  took  place.  1  uttered  nothin?  that  was  fairly 
capable  of  being  construed  as  he  has  construed  it.  That  pa  it  of  his  testimony 
is  neither  literally  nor  subst^mlially  correct.  The  language  imputed  to  me 
is  as  ne.ir  as  1  can  recollect,  that  used  by  himself.  The  e  wis  no  list  of 
members  produced  by  Mr.  Lauman,  ^ut  when  he  spoke  with  so  much  confi- 
dence of  Gen.  Cameron's  nomination  by  the  caucus,  I  inquiicd  of  him  how  this 
and  that  member,  desi2natiiiar  them,  would  vote.  I  named  in  this  con  versa- 
tion  several  persons,  and  his  reply  was  that  they  were  friendly  to  Gen. 
Cameron,  "He  is  right."  In  reference  to  one  gentleman,  aliout  whose  position 
on  the  Senatorial  que-tion  doubt  had  been  expressed,  1  asked  him  lor  whom  he 
would  vote.  He  replied,  "he's  fixed."  About  the  vote  of  this  geotlcmaa 
there  h.^d  been  expressed  some  doubt,  and  a  day  or  two  previously  one  of  hi» 
friends  from  York  called  upon  him  and  canvassed  the  subject  with  him,  an<t 
as  it  has  been  understood,  he  promised  that  friend  to  vote  in  ■}  particular  way, 
for  a  candidate  other  than  Geu.  Cameron,  on  that  day.     It  was  reported  by 


62  .'  REPORT  IN  RELATION  TO      T33J:1 

another  friend,  that  he  intended  to  vote  for  Mr.  Levin  ;  and  interrogating 
him  for  inforntiaiion,  he  replied  as  I  have  stated.  The  member  alluded  to 
was  Mr.  Rutter  of  York.  There  was  nothing  said  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
he  was  fixed.  During  the  period  of  the  conversation,  and  probably  whilst 
speaking  of  Mr.  Rutier's  preferences,  something  was  said  about  the  price  at 
which  votes  were  bought,  and  the  gentleman  was  asked,  what  do  votes  of  thia 
kind  cost  1  The  reply  was,  I  think,  in  this  language  :  ''0,  about  as  much  as  a 
load  of  wheat."  My  impression  was,  that  Mr.  Lauman  had  made  the  reply  j 
but  from  a  conversation  had  since,  with  a  friend,  I  think  that  I  may  have  been 
mistaken  in  my  impression.  It  was  about  the  close  of  the  conversation.  Mr. 
Lauman  was  rising  to  leave  the  room,  and  several  persons  were  coming  in  dur- 
ing the  conversation.  There  were  several  persons  going  out  and  coming  in  the 
room.  Mr.  Wilson,  formerly  of  Kentucky,  and  I  believe  Mr.  Wm.  B.  M'Clelland, 
Dr.  Ed.  Fahnestock,  Wm.  King,  and  I  think,  Mr.  Millard,  and  John  W. 
Stokes,  came  in  about  the  close  of  the  conversation,  some  of  them  having  been 
in  during  its  progress.  The  remark  in  reference  to  the  cost  of  votes  may 
have  been  made  by  Mr.  Nelson.  The  conversation  at  this  point  becam© 
jocular,  and  several  remarks  of  a  jocular  character  were  made  about  the  tin:>e 
Mr.  Lauman  was  leaving  the  room — other  parties  and  myself,  perhaps,  indulg- 
ing  in  them.  I  don't  remember  any  thing  having  been  said  about  a  pay  roll, 
or  that  members  were  \vanted  to  vote  a  particular  way,  because  they  had  taken 
the  bounty.  Mr.  Lauman,  in  reply  to  some  suggestion  made  by  me,  lelativo 
to  some  members,  said,  "he  is  in  for  the  war,"  and  I  think  it  was  myself 
replied,  "■  having  taken  the  bounty."'  That,  I  think,  is  all  that  was  said.  I  am 
not  sure  that  he  replied  at  all.  1  might  say,  that  "the  bounty"  had  about  that 
tune  a  technical  sense;  but  I  must  do  Mr.  Lauman  the  justice  to  s;.iy,  that  I 
never  heard  him  make  use  of  it. 

On  motion, 
Adjourned  to  meet  again  at  seven  o'clock  to-morrow  evening. 


Febkuary  13,  1S55, 

Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     House  committee  all  absent. 

Mr.  Cooper  resumed. 

Second  interrogatory — I  know  of  nothing  beyon3  what  I  have  stated,  of 
my  own  knowledge. 

Fourth  interrogatory — I  hardly  know  how  to  answer  that  question.  The 
statement  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  just  read  to  me  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, beginning  with  the  words,  "about  ten  days,  perhaps  two  weeks, 
before  th3  American  nomination,"  and  endinsr  with  the  words,  "  the  mem- 
ber present,  or  one  of  them,  was  to  hold  the  securities  spoken  of  already, 
as  a  gua.anty  for  a  certain  per  centage  to  be  paid  to  them,"  is  substan- 
tially correct.  'J'he  only  part  that  differs  from  my  statement  therein,  is  that 
virhieh  refers  to  the  meeting  of  the  members  in  Philadelphia.  There  was  to 
have  been  a  meeting,  but  two  of  the  parties  named  not  attending,  the  meeting 
as  contemplated,  did  not  take  place,  nor  was  my  iniormaiit  certain  that  those 
t\ro  who  had  gone  to  Philadelphia,  had  any  interview  with  the  party  in  whose 
irfterest  it  was  supposed  they  were.  There  is  an  inference  in  his  statement, 
tltat  the  fund  was  to  be  used  by  an  outsider  for  the  benefit  of  another  candi- 
date, whicli  I  wish  to  be  understood  is  an  inference  of  the  witness,  and  not  of 
ittke.     'ihat  is  al)  i  wish  to  correct. 
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Third  interrogTitory. — On  the  morning^  previous  to  the  American  caucus, 
Mr.  Curtin  called  at  ray  room  and  endeavored  to  show  me  that  it  would  be 
my  interest  and  to  the  interest  of  my  friends,  to  aid  in  his  nomination.  He 
stated  that  he  believed  that  if  1  were  to  use  my  influence  in  his  behalf,  that  I 
could  accomplish  his  nomination;  and  in  that  event  he  would  attribute  hj» 
success  to  me.  I  declined  to  use  my  influence  in  that  way,  and  in  the  after- 
noon he  called  the  second  time,  and  repeated  the  same  argument,  which  I  met 
in  the  same  way.  I  have  given  all  that  occurred  ;  there  was  no  improper  or 
corrupt  inducements  held  out  to  me,  by  him,  for  such  influence  as  he  desired 
me  to  exert  in  his  favor. 

JAMES  COOPER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  13th  day  of  March,  1855,  before  me. 

FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 

J 

The  Committee  then  agreed  to  request  the  presence  of  Dr.  Mellinger,, 
Clement  Hubbs  and  Robert  M.  Carlisle,  for  to-morrow  evening,  and  to  subpoena 
Jacob  S.  Haldeman,  who  has  declined  to  attend  on  request,  and  has  desired 

to  attend  under  subpoena.     The  Committee  also  agreed  to  subpoena 

Armstrong,  of  Martic  township,  Lancaster  county,  and  adjourn  to  meet  again 
at  seven  o'clock  to-morrow  evenins:. 


WEDNESDAY  EVENING,  Maech  14,  1839!' 

Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present,  Messrs.  Jordan  andi 
M'Clintock. 

Dr.  Mellinger,  affirmed. 

Am  between  forty-two  and  forty-three ;  practice  medicine ;  East  Ber.» 
lin,  Adams  county  ;  at  present  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Senate.  I 
do  not  know  of  any  offers  of  money  being  made  to  any  members  of 
the  Legislature,  to  induce  them  to  vote  in  a  particular  way  for  U.  S.  Sena- 
tor. I  remember  of  having  invited  Mr.  John  F.  Herr,  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  my  room,  a  short  time  before  the  caucus  for  U. 
S.  Senator.  I  don't  remember  precise  time.  Mr.  Herr  met  me  at  my  roonrj 
pursuant  to  that  invitation.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  Mr.  Jacob  S. 
Haldeman  was  tliere ;  but  he  left  pretty  soon,  perhaps  five  minutes  after  Mr. 
licrr  came.  We  were  then  alone.  As  near  as  1  can  remember  conversation 
betv/cen  us,  it  was  something  like  this:  I  said  to  Mr.  Herr  that  1  had  beea 
requested  by  n  f.iend  of  mine  to  ask  him  whether,  if  the  contingency  should 
arise  that  neither  of  the  prominent  candidates  would  be  settled  upon  for  Senator, 
he  would  in  that  case  agree  to  go  for  Mr.  Lewis  C.  Levin.  Before  he  replied 
to  that,  I  said  to  him  that  I  was  for  Stevens  myself,  and  supposed  that,  inas- 
much as  he  was  from  Lancaster  county,  he  was  perhaps  a  Stevens  man  him- 
self. He  replied  that  he  was  not,  unless  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  defeating 
Cameron  ;  that  he  was  willing  to  go  for  any  body  to  defeat  Cameron.  1  said 
that  I  was  willing  to  do  t!ic  same  thing.  I  think  1  next  said  to  him  that  if 
tbe  contingency  referred  to  should  arise,  that  Levin  could  be  nominated,  that 
eitiier  of  us  could  go  for  him  as  a  member  of  the  American  party,  as  Levin 
was  as  well  booked  up  on  the  question  as  any  other  of  the  candidates.  I  do 
not  remember  that  I  spoke  to  him  about  his  getting  Mr.  Shuman  to  go  with 
hiiii  for  Levin.  Poa'i  remember  of  the  use  of  Mr.  Shuman's  name  in  the 
couvsvsation. 
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Question  by  Chairman. — Mr.  Herr  in  his  testimony  says  that  you  told  him 
that  if  he  could  persuade  x\Ir.  Shumaii  to  vote  along  with  himself  for  Mr. 
Levin,  after  balloting  as  long  as  there  was  a  prospect  of  securing  the  nomi- 
nation of  their  favorite  candidate,  he  would  be  amply  rewarded.  What  have 
you  to  say  as  to  this  matter  1 

Answer. — I  don't  recollect  any  conversation  of  the  kind  in  regard  to  re- 
ward, nor  in  regard  to  Mr.  Shum;m.  I  do  not  remember  saying  any  thing  to 
Mr.  Herr  in  reference  to  a  fund  being  raised  to  secure  Mr.  Levin's  nomina- 
tion or  election. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Herr,  in  his  testimony,  says  that  yon  stated  fur- 
ther to  him,  that  if  he  had  no  faith  in  your  statement,  you  would  introduce 
him  to  Mr.  Levin  himself,  and  he  would  enter  into  an  arrangement  with  him 
to  any  amount  that  he  could  reasonably  expect  or  demand.  What  have  you 
to  say  in  relation  to  this  1 

Answer. — I  answer,  that  I  made  no  such  statement  to  Mr.  Herr  at  all.  If 
I  recollect  distinctly,  I  asked  him  if  he  was  personally  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Levin — that  if  he  was  not,  but  desired  to  be,  I  would  introduce  him — don't 
remember  whether  he  expiessed  a  wish  to  be  introduced  or  not. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Mr.  Herr  further  states  that,  on  his  leaving,  yon 
called  him  back  again,  and  stated  that  you  wished  to  see  him  another  time 
before  the  caucus,  and  that  you  would  meet  him  at  his  hotel  about  supper 
time.     How  was  this  1 

Answer. — I  remember  nothing  about  that. 

Question  by  Chairman. — Mr.  Herr  further  states,  that  in  caucus  you  hap- 
pened to  pass  by  him,  and  stated  to  him,  in  German,  that  he  should  remem- 
ber what  you  had  told  him — that  after  several  ballots  they  would  concentrate 
on  Mr.  Levin.     What  is  your  recollection  about  this  I 

Answer. — I  recollect  distinctly  that  I  did  say  so.  I  referred  to  the  con- 
versation that  w'e  had  in  my  room  in  reference  to  the  contingency  of  Mr. 
Levin  turning  up — never  had  a  conversation,  that  1  can  remember,  with  Mr. 
Haldeman,  about  the  "  Paxton  letter,"  as  it  is  called.  I  do  now  recollect 
that,  in  a  conversation  we  had  within  the  last  forty-eight  hours,  he  denied 
that  he  ever  received  such  a  letter.  This  is  all  the  conversation  I  can  re- 
collect with  Mr.  Haldeman  in  regard  to  the  letter. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  kind. 

To  the  fourth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  cannot. 

To  the  fifth,  sixth,  eighth  and  eleventh  interrogatories,  he  answers — No. 

To  the  twelfth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  do  not. 

To  the  thirteenth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  do  not.  Mr.  Levin  himself 
was  the  friend  to  whom  I  alluded  in  conversation  with  Mr.  Herr.  Mr.  Levin 
requested  me  to  speak  to  Mr.  Herr. 

To  the  third  interrogatory  he  answers — ^T  do  not.  I  do  not  believe  that  1 
had  any  such  conversation  with  Vlr.  Herr  as  he  has  detailed.  If  such  con- 
versation had  occurred,  I  think  1  would  recollect  something  of  it.  I  think  1 
told  Mr.  Herr  that  if  Mr.  Levin  was  elected  tieuator,  he  was  one  of  that  kind 
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of  men  who  would  not  forget  their  friends.     Mr.  Herr,  in  some  part  of  the  con- 
versation, agreed  to  vote  for  Mr.  Levin,  if  it  could  defeat  Cameron. 

DAVID  MELLINGEK. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  the  14th  day  of  March,  1855,  before  me. 

FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 
Adjourned. 


THURSDAY,  March  15,  1855. 

Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     • 

Nicholas  Thorn,  Esq.,  sworn. 

I  am  between  thirty-seven  and  thirty-eight  years  of  age — reside  at  24<  New 
Market  street,  Philadelphia — in  the  Venetian  blind  and  window  shade  manu- 
facturing business — ^at  present  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — No,  sir ;  I  have  not.  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  Lewis  C.  Levin — met  him  here  about  the  time  of  American 
caucus  for  U.  S.  Senator — met  him  at  Mr.  Fletcher's  room.  He  said  nothing 
about  a  fund  raised  by  him  for  securing  his  election  for  U.  S.  Senator — had 
no  conversation  with  Mr.  Levin  on  the  subject  at  that  time.  We  have  had  a 
quarrel  since.  The  time  he  was  here  to  testify  before  this  committee,  on  a 
Friday  or  Saturday  afternoon,  he  came  into  Mr.  Joshua  S.  Fletcher's  room, 
and  commenced  denouncing  me  for  showing  a  memorandum  that  I  have, 
which  contained  the  names  of  persons  who  had  subscribed  money  to  assist 
him  for  election  to  U.  S.  Senate.  He  charged  me  with  showing  it  to  injure 
him,  and  swore  he  would  pursue  me  to  the  death  for  it.  I  informed  him  that 
the  paper  was  to  prevent  my  telling  the  story  differently  from  what  I  had 
heard  it.  He  said  he  was  a  d — d  sight  too  smart,  if  he  had  done  such  a 
thing,  for  the  investigation  committee,  and  the  Governor  and  Legislature  to 
boot,  to  catch  him ;  he  would  have  covered  up  his  tracks.  He  then  stated 
that  money  and  stocks  had  been  subscribed,  but  it  was  for  electioneering,  and 
getting  his  friends  here  from  different  parts  of  the  State  to  influence  the  mem- 
bers to  vote  for  him.  This  is  about  the  substance  of  the  conversation.  He 
said  the  money  was  to  pay  their  expenses  in  coming  here. 

To  the  fourth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  cannot. 

To  the  eleventh  and  third  interrogatories  he  answers — No,  sir. 

To  the  thirteenth  interrogatory  he  answers — I  do  not. 

NICHOLAS  THORN. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  the  15th  of  March,  1855,  before  me. 

FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 


Robert  M.  Carlisle,  Esq.,  sworn. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — My  age  is  forty  years  j  farmer  \  Phila- 
delphia county  J  at  present  a  member  of  the  Legislature. 
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To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers — I  have  not. 

To  the  fourth  interrogatory  he  answers — No  one.     I  never  heard  of  any 
thing  of  the  kind. 

To  the  eleventh  interrogatory  he  answers — Never  heard  of  any  one,  sir. 

To  th^  thirteenth  interrogatory  he  answers — None  whatever,  sir. 

ROBT    M.  CARLISLE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  15th  day  of  March,  1855,  before  me. 

FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman.. 

Adjourned  to  meet  on  Friday,  16th  inst.,  at  seven  o'clock,  P.  M. 


MONDAY  EVENING,  March  19,   1855. 

Special  meeting  of  committee. 

Jacob  S.  Haldeman,  sworn. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers — My  age  is  thirty-two  years  ;  occu- 
pation, farmer  ;  York  county  5  at  present  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Senate. 
I  have  seen  the  "  Paxton  letter,"  which  has  been  so  much  talked  about,  but 
long  after  many  others  had  seen  it.  I  do  not  know  Mr.  E..M.  Paxson,  of 
Philadelphia.  I  may  have  been  introduced  to  him,  but  don't  recollect  that  I 
have. 

Question  by  Mr.  M'Clintock. — Did  you  receive  a  letter  having  reference  to 
certain  moneys  having  been  placed  in  your  hands  from  a  person  signing  his 
name ''D.  R.  Paxtonl" 

Answer. — I  did  not. 

Question  by  Mr.  M'Clintock.— Did  you  ever  receive  a  letter  of  which  this 
is  a  copy  1     (Letter  No.  1  here  shown  to  witness.) 

Answer. — I  did  not. 

Question  by  Dr.  M'Clintock. — When  did  you  first  hear  of  the  existence  of 
such  a  letter  1  State  how  you  received  the  information,  with  such  other  mat- 
ters as  may  be  connected  therewith. 

Answer. — The  first  intimation  that  I  had  of  the  existence  of  such  a  letter 
was  from  a  note  left  at  our  house,  signed  by  Mr.  Wm.  T.  Sanders,  requesting 
me  to  call  at  the  Washington  house  after  tea.  I  did  so.  Mr.  Sanders  re- 
quested me  to  go  into  the  side  room  with  him.  He  asked  me  if  I  saw  a  letter 
that  was  being  exhibited  about  town.  I  told  him  I  had  not.  He  then  told 
me  that  a  man  by  name  of  Sanderson — a  man  whom  1  never  saw  in  my  life — 
had  a  letter  in  his  possession  which  seriously  reflected  upon  myself.  I  then 
asked  him  the  contents  of  that  letter.  He  told  me  the  substance  of  the  letter. 
He  then  told  me  that  he  could  get  me  the  letter  if  I  wished  to  see  it.  I  told 
him  that  it  was  unnecessary ;  that  I  looked  upon  it  as  a  humbug,  and  attempt 
to  swindle,  and  cared  nothing  about  it.  He  replied  he  would  send  me  a  copy. 
Two  or  three  days  afterwards  Mr.  Young,  Messenger  of  the  Senate,  handed 
me  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sanders,  which  professed  to  be  a  copy  of  the  letter  re- 
ferred to.  The  note  spoken  of  was  left  for  me  the  Monday  or  Tuesday  evening 
after  American  caucus.  The  copy  of  letter  received  from  Mr.  Sanders  was 
"brought  to  me  and  placed  in  my  hands  by  Mr.  Young. 
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Question  by  Chairman. — Mr.  William  Walter,  of  Gettysburg,  in  testifying 
about  this  letter,  and  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Herr,  said,  "he  then  gave  me  an  envelope, 
and  I  addressed  it  according  to  his  directions.  The  directions  were,  'Jacob 
Haldeman,  Esq.,  Senate.'  Whilst  I  was  doing  this,  at  least  a  few  minutes 
after  I  had  done  it,  a  gentleman  stepped  up  to  the  bar  and  asked  for  letters  or 
papers,  don't  recollect  distinctly  which ;  and  the  person  turned  and  made  a 
step  or  two  from  the  bar,  and  Mr.  Herr  called  him  back,  and  requested  him 
to  take  this  letter  along  with  him  to  House  or  Senate  chamber.  The  person 
said  he  would  take  it  along  and  leave  it  on  his  (Haldeman's)  desk."  This 
was  testified  to  have  occurred  on  the  Saturday  morning  next  after  the  caucus. 
What  do  you  know  about  this  1 

Answer.— I  know  nothing  about  it.  I  know  nothing  of  the  matters  detailed 
in  the  interrogatory.     I  have  said  so  already. 

Question  by  Chairman. — What  do  you  know,  if  anything,  about  the  trans- 
actions referred  to  in  said  letter  I 

Answer. — 1  have  no  knowledge  in  regard  to  it  whatever. 

To  the  fourth  and  fifth  interrogatories,  he  answers  in  the  negative. 

To  the  sixth  interrogatory  he  answers — Certainly  not,  for  I  have  been  com> 
mitted  for  five  years  for  Gen.  Cameron. 

To  the  seventh,  eighth,  tenth  and  eleventh  interrogatories,  he  answers  in 
the  negative. 

To  the  twelfth  interrogatory  he  answers — 1  know  of  no  arrangement  by 
which  votes  were  to  be  given  for  U.  S.  Senator,  in  return  for  votes  for  State 
Treasurer.  1  supported  Mr.  Slifer,  who  was  opposed,  generally,  by  the  friends 
of  Cameron ;  I  being,  at  the  same  time,  favorable  for  Mr.  Cameron  for  Senate. 

To  the  thirteenth  interrogatory  he  answers — 1  do  not.  I  know  nothing 
about  an  interview  between  Mr.  Mellinger,  of  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  Herr,  of 
the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  at  the  room  of  the  former,  at  Coverly's  hotel, 
on  or  about  the  day  the  caucus  met. 

Question  by  Chairman — Both  Messrs.  Mellinger  and  Herr,  in  their  testi- 
mony, say  you  were  present  at  the  commencement  of  the  interview.  Have 
you  no  recollection  of  this  1 

Answer  — I  have  now  a  perfect  recollection  of  the  interview.  I  was  intro- 
duced to  Mr.  Herr  at  Mr.  Mellinger's  room  on  that  occasion.  When  I 
answered  the  last  question  1  thought  you  referred  to  A.  J.  Herr.  I  did  not 
know  that  Mr.  Herr  called  there  by  appointment,  with  Mr.  Mellinger.  Mr. 
Mellinger  told  me  nothing  about  the  object  of  Mr.  Herr's  call. 

(Signed)  J.  S.  HALDEMAIN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  March  19,  185.5,  before  me. 

(Signed)  FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 


Christian  S.  Eyster,  sworn. 

I  am  forty  years  of  age.     Reside  at  Pittsburg.     By  profession  an  attorney, 
and  at  present  a  member  of  the  Legislature. 


68  REPORT  IN  RELATION  TO 

1  do  not  know  of  any  corrupt  influences  used,  or  attempted  to  be  used,  by 
any  one,  to  secure  the  election  of  United  States  Senator.  I  heard  of  some 
evidence  taken  here  in  reference  to  a  proposed  meeting  at  Philadelphia. 
1  went  to  Philadelphia  on  Sunday,  the  day  on  which  this  meeting  was  alleged 
to  be  held,  in  company  with  Mr.  W.  W.  Taylor,  clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. We  stopped  at  the  Merchant's  hotel.  I  was  with  Mr.  Taylor 
nearly  all  the  time  we  were  there.  1  did  not  see  Mr.  Levin,  nor  did  I  know 
that  there  was  any  meeting  between  him  and  any  of  his  friends,  at  that  time, 
or  any  other  time.  I  never  spoke  to  Mr.  Levin  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
nor  did  any  person  ever  speak  to  me  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  regard  to 
my  vote  for  United  States  Senator,  with  the  exception  of  Harry  Connelly.  1 
met  him  at  his  store.  He  asked  me  to  vote  for  Mr.  Cooper.  I  told  him  1 
could  not.  That  is  all  the  conversation  1  had  with  any  one  in  Philadelphia 
on  that  subject.  Mr.  Weidman  testified,  that  in  September  last  he  had  seen 
Gen.  Cameron  one  day  coming  out  of  the  side  room  of  a  parlor  at  Herr's 
hotel,  and  a  short  time  after,  he  saw  me  coming  out  of  the  same  room.  1  was 
here  at  that  time  on  a  visit  to  my  father.  This  was  in  December,  I  think. 
Gen.  Cameron  called  to  see  me.  There  were  a  half  dozen  people  sitting 
about  in  the  bar  room.  I  asked,  him  to  go  into  the  parlor.  He  asked  me 
how  our  delegation  would  be  on  the  question  of  United  States  Senator.  I 
stated  to  Mr.  Cameron,  that  Kirkpatrick  had  stated  to  me,  that  he  would 
vote  for  him,  and  1  thought  he  could  rely  on  his  vote.  I  stated  to  him  that  I 
would  vote  for  him  from  first  to  last.  That  was  all  that  occixrred  between  us 
on  this  subject.  There  neve.r  were  any  offers  made,  or  inducements  held  out 
to  me  by  Gen.  Cameron,  or  any  of  his  friends,  to  vote  for  him  for  United 
States  Senator.  I  had  no  knowledge  of  any  fund  raised,  or  to  be  raised,  by 
Mr.  Levin,  for  this  purpose. 

I  know  nothing  further  material  to  the  present  inquiry. 

C.  S.  EYSTER. 


March  22,  1855. 

Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  7  o'clock  in  the  evening.  All 
the  members  present.' 

A  lono-  consultation  was  had  about  further  proceedings,  and  the  proper 
shape  of  the  report ;  after  which,  the  Chairman  was  requested  to  draw  it  up, 
and  also  to  condense  the  evidence  for  publication. 

Committee  adjourned. 


Committee  met  at  7  o'clock  P.  M.  Absent,  Messrs,  Thompson,  Sallade 
and  Eyster. 

After  an  informal  discussion  of  various  matters,  (there  being  no  witnesses 
present,)  it  was  ordered,  that  the  Chairman  notify  the  members  of  the  House 
committee  to  be  present  at  a  special  meeting  called  to-morrow  evening  at 
7i  o'clock. 


ELECTION  OF  UNITED  STATES  SENATOR.  69 

John  J.  Stewart,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  sworn. 

This  subpoena,  dated  16th  March  inst,,  was  given  to  me  to  serve  on  John 
Armstrong,  Dr.  David  Jayne,  Dr.  Isaac  S.  Eshelman  and  Michael  Peiper.  I 
served  it  on  John  Armstrong,  and  no  others.  Mr.  Armstrong  promised  to 
come.  I  could  not  find  any  of  the  others,  after  diligent  search  after  all  of 
them.  I  made  more  diligent  search  after  them,  if  possible,  than  I  ever  did 
before ;  and  was  told  by  parties,  at  their  stores  and  residences,  that  they  were 
not  in  the  city,  and  that  they  could  not  tell  when  they  would  be.  I  have 
tried  all  means  I  could  to  find  them,  and  believe  it  of  no  use  to  make  any 
further  effort. 

JOHN  J.  STEWART. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  22d  March,  1855,  before  me. 

FR.  JORDAN,  Chairman. 
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OOREESPONDENCE. 


Washington  CottECiE,  Sept.  25th,  1850. 
COL.  SAMUEL  VV.  BLACK: 

Bear  Sir : — In  behalf  of  the  Washington  and  Union  Literary 
Societiesj  we  beg  leave  to  tender  to  you  our  most  grateful  thanks,  for  the  truly 
elegant  and  eloquent  address,  to  which  we  have  this  day  had  the  pleasure  of  listen- 
ing, also  to  request  a  copy  for  publication. 

Respectfully  yours,  &c., 
JAS.   H.  HOPKINS,  1 

0.  P.  TAYLOR,  I  Committee  of  Washington  Society. 

S.  RAMSEY.  J 


P.  H.  DRENNIN, 
F.  H.  POWER, 
W,  P.  DUNCAN, 


y  Committee  of  Union  Society. 


PITT3BURGH,  Oct.  2d,  1850. 

Gentlemen: — I  thank  you  kindly  for  your  note  of  the  25th  of  September, 
nud  pray  you  to  believe  that  my  answer  is  tardy,  not  from  any  disrespect  to  you. 
1  doubtoi  whether  the  publication  of  my  remarks  could  do  good,  and  therefore 
hesitated  to  furnish  a  copy.  I  send  you  the  manuscript  to  do  with  it  as  you 
please. 

Gratefully  and  truly, 

SAMUEL  W,  BLACK. 


ADDRESS. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Washington  and  Union  Societies, 

We  are  standing  on  the  axis  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
and  may  turn  our  eyes,  not  without  profit,  fifty  years  over  the  past, 
and  fifty  years  towards  the  future*  This  century  is  the  era  of  ages, 
and  has  been  set  down  for  much  account  in  the  destiny  of  the  Ever- 
lasting. Since  creation  dawned  the  like  of  it  has  not  been  shined 
upon  by  the  sun.  The  morning  light  of  the  Patriarchal  age,  the 
fuller  brightness  of  the  Prophetic  day,  and  the  noon-day  glory  of 
the  Time  of  Christ,  are  now  compounded  into  one  brilliancy. 

The  world  is  beginning  to  believe  that  there  is  something  in  the 
idea,  individual  man,  worth  meditation  and  anxiety ;  and  whereso- 
ever the  thought  has  been  muttered,  man  was  made  for  himself  in 
the  image  and  glory  of  his  Maker,  old  tyrannies  have  begun  to 
tremble ;  dynasties  that  have  so  long  made  desolate  the  earth,  have 
been  dug  down  to  their  foundations  and  crumbled  under  the  curse 
of  God. 

Oppression  is  every  day  losing  its  power,  and  'ere  long,  will  be 
remembered  amongst  the  dust  and  ashes  of  decay.  Hopes  bud  and 
bloom  in  generous  hearts,  for  millions  that  have  lived  on  sorrow's 
bread ;  and  the  great  day  of  universal  education,  universal  freedom, 
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universal  abundance^  and  universal  refinement,  flings  the  shadow  of 
its  morning  beauty  along  the  sky.  From  the  middle  of  this  century 
man  can  take  no  step  backward — nor  can  he  stand  still,  all  the  day 
idle,  under  the  growing  and  glorious  light  of  its  sun.  High  reach- 
ing thoughts  of  Divine  destinies  for  the  human  race,  cry  out  with 
young  and  earnest  enthusiasm,  this  is  the  day  time  of  man's 
SALVATION.  The  world  is  going  forward  on  the  wings  of  the  wind, 
and  makes  pinions  for  itself  of  the  lightning.  The  evil  principle 
of  the  olden  time  coaxes  no  one  now  to  slumber  when  all  are  up 
and  doing.  Science,  physical  and  moral,  all  intelligence,  improve- 
ment and  progress  are  leading  on  to  a  great  result  for  individual 
man.  Societies,  governments  and  communities,  are  beginning  to 
be  shaped  to  the  proper  mould  of  God's  intention.  Ignorant  and 
insolent  distinctions  have  disgusted  the  intelligence  of  the  age,  and 
the  great  truth  of  revealed  nature  is  daily  confessed — ^one  brother- 
hood throughout  the  world,  God  our  father,  the  earth  our  mother, 
in  life  and  in  death  her  bosom  the  place  of  our  repose. 

Civilization  spreads  itself  every  hour  of  every  day,  and  in  the 
providence  of  God,  the  spirit  of  aggrandizement  and  man's  taste  for 
treasures  that  belong  to  others  are  made  its  ministers. 

Turn  Ave  a  little  to  the  history  of  commerce  and  trade  this  last 
fifty  years  and  what  do  we  behold  ?  The  whole  commercial  connec- 
tion of  the  world  changed.  The  substitution  of  steam  for  natural 
but  imperfect  means,  has  produced  direct  and  positive  communion 
of  central,  civilized,  and  Christian  points,  with  the  uttermost  ends 
of  the  earth. 

London  is  familiar  with  Calcutta,  and  shakes  hands  almost  daily 
with  the  dark  and  distant  Indies.  At  the  commencement  of  this 
century  not  a  packet  ship  nor  steam  vessel  was  to  be  found  navi- 
gating an  ocean,  sea,  bay,  nor  river  of  the  habitable  globe.  The 
application  of  steam  power  for  the  purposes  of  navigation  and  loco- 
motion, had,  indeed,  been  broached  both  in  the  old  world  and  the 
new,  but  both  worlds  regarded  it  as  a  mere  chimera. 

Half  of  the  century  is  not  yet  exhausted  and  packet  ships  ply  as 
often  as  the  sun  rises,  between  all  the  ports  of  the  old  world  and  all 


the  ports  of  the  new,  bearing  for  burdens  the  people  and  products 
of  the  iwo  hemispheres. 

The  first  steamer  descended  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  in  1811, 
and  now  it  is  a  task  to  count  the  number  of  them  that  float  upon 
these  mighty  and  majestic  rivers,  and  the  streams  that  bring  them 
tribute. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  April,  1838,  New  York  was  startled 
by  the  arrival  of  the  first  steam  packet*  which  had  ever  crossed 
the  Atlantic.  This  was  the  Sirius,  and  she  had  left  London  on 
the  28th  of  the  March  previous,  making  the  trip  in  26  days. 

Good  men's  memories  are  precious  and  deserve  to  be  drawn  up 
betimes  from  the  deep  sea.  Her  commander  was  Lt.  Roberts,  a 
gallant,  accomplished,  and  enterprising  oflBcer  of  the  British  Navy, 
who,  afterwards,  in  the  spring  of  1841,  perished  in  the  President. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  day  of  the  arrival  of  the  Sirius,  the 
astonishment  of  the  morning  was  quickened  into  amazement  by  the 
arrival  of  the  Great  Western,  which  had  sailed  from  Bristol  on  the 
7th  of  April,  completing  her  trip  in  16  days.  Within  the  last  week 
the  Canada  has  landed  on  the  shores  of  this  Continent,  in  8  days 
and  20  hours  from  England,  and  her  news  has  travelled  by  tele- 
graph from  Halifax  the  same  day  over  almost  every  State  of  the 
Union,  far  as  the  North  is  distant  from  the  South  and  the  East  is 
distant  from  the  West ;  months  of  perilous  voyage  have  been  reduced 
to  weeks  and  weeks  have  been  reduced  to  days.  And  since  the 
body  of  this  manuscript  was  made  up,  the  Pacific,  a  steamer  shaped 
by  American  genius  and  moulded  by  the  hands  of  American  me- 
chanics, has  reached  the  port  of  New  York  from  one  of  the  ports  of 
England  in  a  fraction  over  ten  days,  having  crossed  the  ocean  in 
less  time  than  it  was  ever  done  before  except  when  the  sea  bird  flew 
from  shore  to  shore. 

'^^  I  say  steam  packet,  because  a  steamer  had  already  crossed  the  Atlantic.  In 
the  spring  of  1819,  the  Savannah,  an  American  steam  ship,  sailed  from  Savannah 
to  Liverpool  and  thence  to  St.  Petersburg,  in  Russia,  and  in  December  of  the  same 
year  returned  to  her  own  country,  having,  as  her  admirable  commander.  Captain 
Rogers,  said,  "  neither  a  scj-ew,  holt  or  rope  yarn  parted.^' 


The  United  States,  Great  Britain,  France,  Belgium,  Prussia, 
Austria,  all  Germany,  and  the  North  of  Europe,  are  threading  them- 
selves with  railroads  like  net-work.  The  world  is  tying  itself  alto- 
gether with  a  chain  that  goes  round  its  hody  like  the  ring  round 
Saturn. 

But  a  link  is  wanting,  and  that  here  in  Pennsylvania,  to  enable 
this  town  of  Washington  to  travel  by  steam  power  to  every  port  of 
Europe,  to  the  interior  of  Russia,  to  Egypt,  to  the  East  Indies,  to 
China,  to  Africa,  California,  Australia,  and  every  isle  of  the  ever 
rolling  and  sleepless  sea. 

A  railway  across  the  Duchy  of  Holstein,  between  Altona  and 
Kiel,  which  is  now  traversed  in  three  hours,  enables  a  traveller  to 
save  often  as  many  days,  and  sometimes  as  many  weeks  of  danger- 
ous voyage  between  the  North  Sea  and  the  Baltic  ports  of  Denmark, 
Sweden,  Prussia  and  Russia. 

A  projected  railway  from  Alexandria  in  Egypt  to  Suez,  across 
the  Isthmus  of  Suez,  saves  the  tedious  circumnavigation  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  that  which  is  now  commenced  across  the  Isthmus 
of  Panama  will  bring  San  Francisco  in  California,  as  near  to  us  as 
New  Orleans  was  Avhen  she  became  a  City  of  the  Union. 

In  1829,  Mr.  Thomas  Waghorn,  under  the  order  of  Lord  Ellen- 
borough,  inspected  and  reported  upon  the  useful  practicability  of 
Steam-Packet  communication  between  England  and  India.  In 
1832,  he  traversed  the  whole  route  under  the  direction  of  Lord 
Glenelg,  and  in  1835,  although  he  met  with  no  substantial  encour- 
agement from  the  Board  of  Control,  he  clung  to  the  great  idea 
that  so  occupied  his  great  and  enterprising  mind,  and  proceeded  on 
his  own  resources  to  the  fulfilment  of  his  purpose. 

He  journeyed  to  Egypt  and  by  his  intelligence  and  manhood 
secured  the  confidence  and  favor  of  the  Pasha,  he  organized  the 
land  transport  across  the  desert,  and  his  own  private  line  of  transit 
from  London  by  Marseilles  and  Suez  to  Bombay.  This  led  to  the 
establishment  of  a  line  of  monthly  steam  packets  in  1838,  from 
London  to  Bombay  by  Egypt  and  the  Red  Sea.  Steam  packets  of 
1,600  tons  and  500  horse  power  began,  in  1842,  to  run  from  Cal- 


OLitta  to  Suez,  touching-  at  Madras  and  Cejlou,  and  now,  owing  to 
the  invincible  spirit  of  this  one  man,  a  new  route  to  the  East  Indies, 
across  Belgium  and  the. German  Continent  by  the  way  of  Trieste, 
has  been  traversed  in  80  days. 

An  ambassador  from  the  Kingdom  of  Nepaul,  a  country  rich  and 
abundant,  but  hitherto  almost  unknown,  has  recently  appeared  at 
the  Court  of  St.  James,  and  within  a  few  days  a  Commissioner  from 
the  Sublime  Porte,  accredited  to  our  Government,  and  accompanied 
by  a  splendid  retinue,  stepped  from  a  steam  ship  on  to  the  Ameri- 
can shore. 

These  arc  a  few  fragmeutal  statistics  that  denote  what  the  nine- 
teenth century  has  done  for  itself  for  the  purposes  of  commerce, 
trade  and  intercourse.  I  need  not  stop  to  mention  that  a  little 
colony  planted  by  men  women  and  children,  on  the  barren  rock  of 
Plymouth,  has  stretched  its  wide  dominion  to  the  shores  of  Golden 
Sand  on  the  Pacific,  taking  in  that  far-off  and  fertile  garden  "  where 
rolls  the  Oregon," 

Let  us  not  pass  by  that  wonder  of  wonders,  the  Magnetic  Tele- 
graph. It  is  already  flying  throughout  the  world  from  England 
and  America,  enabling  men  of  different  continents  to  whisper  in 
each  others  ears ;  mountains  interrupt  not,  and  the  sea  even  stays 
not  its  progress. 

It  seems  as  if  the  Almighty  had  tempted  man  to  try  it,  from  some 
inscrutable  benevolence  of  his  own,  when  He  put  the  question  in  the 
book  of  Job,  '•  Canst  thou  send  lightnings  that  they  may  go  and  say 
unto  thee,  here  we  are?" 

The  element,  that  in  its  spleen,  unfolded  earth  and  Heaven,  and 
and  glared  on  us  but  to  blind  us,  and  darted  down,  destroying  the 
house  on  the  hill-top  and  the  old  oak  where  the  herds  had  fled  for 
shelter,  has  become  as  obedient  to  man's  hand  "  as  the  horse  that 
knows  his  rider." 

No  more  shall  the  poet  sing  of  it,  "  So  quick  do  bright  things 
come  to  confusion." 

That  Elfin  Imp,  Puck,  in  the  play,  boasted  that  he  could,  by 
supernatural  power,  "  put  a  girdle  round  about  the  earth  in  forty 
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minutes."  Wc  boast  that  man,  by  natural  power,  can  so  circle  it 
in  twenty. 

Great  things  hath  this  age  accomplished  and  greater  yet  remain 
behind. 

Over  the  waters  of  the  sea  and  the  handiwork  of  man,  over  the 
earth  and  her  increase,  over  the  convulsions  and  career  of  nations, 
over  every  emotion  and  tumult  that  stirs  the  heart  of  the  world,  the 
power  of  God  and  the  wisdom  of  God  sway  their  sceptre  of  absolute 
control. 

It  is  not  alone  that  spices  may  come  from  Africa  and  gorgeous 
treasures  of  the  East  from  Asia,  that  the  billows  bear  in  safety  the 
ships  that  sail  from  Christian  shores.  The  thoughtless  may  con- 
clude that  these  things  have  come  to  pass  that  men  may  trade  with 
each  other,  when  all  the  while  the  great  end  is,  that  God  shall  have 
commerce  with  the  human  heart,  and  bring  to  himself  its  countless 
treasures,  from  the  benighted  and  barbarous  birth-place  of  the  dia- 
mon,  the  emerald  and  the  pearl. 

The  Almighty  has  thrown  his  shoe  over  Edom  and  who  shall 
bring  it  back  ?  His  footsteps  are  seen  in  the  sands  of  savage  shores, 
what  power  can  mar  their  beauty  or  rub  them  out  and  leave  no 
trace  behind?  The  kind,  gentle,  sweet  spirit  of  Him  that  suffered 
the  agony  of  the  garden,  is,  by  these  means,  avenues  and  channels, 
to  circulate  itself  throughout  the  world  and  make  the  earth's  chil- 
dren all  fraternal. 

Gentlemen:— -We  have  touched  at  the  past  of  the  century  and 
not  altogether  avoided  something  of  the  future.  The  great  destiny 
of  our  country,  who  can  tell  it  ? 

When  Dr.  Franklin  was  our  Representative  at  the  Court  of  Louis 
the  XVI.,  during  the  war  and  before  Independence  was  achieved, 
he  Avas  asked  by  the  King  what  would  be  the  probable  increase  of 
population  in  case  the  colonies  were  successful.  He  replied  that 
he  thought  the  population  Avould  double  itself  every  25  years.  The 
first  census  was  taken  in  IT^^'O,  and  between  that  period  and  1840, 
the  population  has  doubled  every  22^  years.     This  period  was  one 
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of  comparative  disadvantage,  the  country  was  young  and  unused  to 
the  set  forms  of  government,  her  infancy  had  just  sprung  from  its 
struggle  for  existence  through  a  bitter  and  unequal  war ;  again,  she 
was  involved  in  another  with  the  same  power,  and  Avith  the  Indian 
tribes  had  many  a  bloody  conflict.  The  yellow  fever,  small-pox, 
and  cholera,  had  all  prevailed  as  epidemics,  and  the  science  of 
medicine  was  in  few  places  far  advanced,  and  in  others  altogether 
unknown. 

Facilities  for  emigration  both  from  our  larger  cities  to  the  wilder- 
ness, and  from  foreign  ports  to  our  own  were  far  from  abundant ; 
indeed  compared  to  what  they  now  are  and  will  be,  they  were 
almost  as  nothing. 

Now  make  a  calculation  according  to  a  ratio  no  higher  than  that 
we  have  had  between  1790  and  1840,  and  this  nation,  if  it  holds 
together,  will  number,  when  the  sun  goes  down  on  the  last  day  of 
the  nineteenth  century  a  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  people. 

Then,  my  friends,  is  there  not  on  you  and  me  and  all  of  us  a 
deep  responsibility  ?  The  future  is  full  of  high  interest  and  mighty 
destinies,  and  in  its  fate  the  American  people  have  been  ordained, 
as  I  believe,  for  an  active  and  conspicuous  part.  The  wide  world 
is  to  be  brought  under  the  influence  of  civilized  Christian  education. 
The  song  of  joy  and  the  voice  of  prayer  are  to  rise  in  Asia  from 
the  foot  of  the  Himelah  Mountains,  and  all  Egypt  is  to  lose  the 
blackness  of  its  darkness  and  beam  before  the  world  in  the  beauty 
of  the  light  of  the  Son  of  God.  That  Osiris,  who  was  worshipped 
as  the  sun  that  had  set,  is  to  be  dethroned  in  many  hearts  by  the 
Son  that  has  arisen. 

From  a  world,  at  the  time  of  the  Exodus,  unknown,  the  people 
of  God  are  to  recross  the  Red  Sea  and  re-echoe  His  name  by  the 
banks  of  the  Nile.  And  marvel  not  that  I  am  of  the  belief  that 
every  nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth  will  yet  speak  the  language 
we  speak  and  breathe  the  free  spirit  of  our  Institutions,  and  haply 
may  be,  all  people  under  the  w^hole  Heaven  will  some  time  assemble 
on  their  birth-day  of  freedom  under  our  flag  of  stars. 

There  is  no  reason  that  tyranny  should  last  for  aye,  and  that 
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oppression  should  l)c  immortal.  The  hackbone  of  depotism  has 
been  broken  already  and  can  be  broke  again,  and  iron  heels,  under 
which  the  necks  of  the  weak  have  writhed  in  anguish,  have  many  a 
time  been  overturned  and  crushed. 

When  I  try  to  look  into  the  future  my  eye-sight  is  pained  with 
the  intensity  of  the  unfolded  Canaan  before  us,  and  the  brain 
becomes  dizzy,  in  dreaming  even,  of  the  wonders  this  age  is  destined 
to  bring  forth. 

This  honored  Institution  with  which  you  are  connected,  and  that 
other,  its  fair  and  noble  sister,  hard  by,  are  elements  of  no  mean 
importance  in  making  up  the  being  and  consistency  of  the  next  fifty 
years.  That  they  will  be  elements  of  good  and  not  of  evil,  the  past 
and  the  present  give  us  delightful  promise. 

Prosperity,  in  all  their  ways,  to  them  both,  and  that  other  great 
element  the  Common  School  System  of  the  country.  Encourage  it 
and  bless  it  always,  for  it  is  a  noble  ally  in  a  noble  enterprise.  Let 
us  all,  with  one  accord,  say  it  again,  God  bless  the  Common  Schools. 
For  they  are  to  the  wintry  condition  of  the  world  what  the  sunshine 
of  spring— the  rain  of  Heaven- — and  the  distilled  dews  of  the  night 
arc  to  the  earth  in  her  struggle  to  bring  forth  through  ribs  of  frost, 
the  bud — the  leaf — and  the  flower. 

You  and  I,  my  friends,  are  here  not  to  stand  still  but  to  go  for- 
ward, not  to  look  downward  but  to  look  upward.  A  mad  philoso- 
pher of  physical  nature  in  Egypt,  long  ago,  had  a  theory,  which,  if 
it  were  not  true  was  at  least  lovely.  He  said.  That  when  lightning 
struck  a  conductor  the  fluid  passed  down  the  rod  into  the  ground,  but 
that  the  spark  flew  back  again  to  the  sky.  Our  mind  is  an  emana- 
tion from  on  high  where  the  light  is  born,*  and  should  look  no 
where  but  to  its  home.  The  body  is  of  the  earth  earthy,  and  let 
it  if  it  will,  grovel  in  the  ground  to  which  it  belongs,  but  Oh !  do  not 
bury  the  immortal  part  of  you,  it  is  not  fit  food  for  worms. 

■"  Sentiment  so  catliolic  lias  not  been  unillustrated  by  the  "lofty  aravc  trage- 
dians, those  teachers  best,"  who  have  given  it  tones  "in  both  chorus''^  and  ■iamliic.'"f 
The  esho  of  the  mnse  to  the  instincts  of  ouv  nature. 

*  Kiirip.  Chrvsipii.  fr.  7.  j   Euri|i.  Snppl.  Sm.     i*cp  silsn  EoelpsiastPS  xii.  7. 


Let  us  he  ambitious,  for  a  just  ambition,  justly  used,  is  a  good 
thing.  All  ambition  unjustly  employed — the  ambition  of  tricks, 
"whether  it  is  the  ambition  of  wealth  or  power  carries  with  it  its  own 
curse.  The  relentless  and  bloody  Eichard,  who  had  the  merit  of 
being  a  brave  man  and  no  more,  fooled  even  himself  into  the  blind 
belief  that  he  was  not  self-cursed.     His  human  nature  returnina:  for 
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a  little  towards  him  he  bewailed  that  no  creature  loved  him  living 
and  there  Avas  none  to  pity  him  when  dead.  But  he  drove  it  all 
away  and  the  evil  genius  ministered  to  him  the  miserable  consola- 
tion,  "they  can  but  say  I  had  the  crown,  I  was  not  fool  as  well  as 
villain." 

What(  a  delight  to  turn  from  men  like  this  to  him  that  is  the 
father  of  our  country. 

On  the  truth  in  all  things  his  eye  was  constantly  fixed  for  ho 
loved  it  for  its  own  sake.  Its  temple,  with  all  its  windows  lighted, 
never  faded  from  his  vieAV.  As  a  minister  of  civil  affairs  in  time  of 
peace,  he  was  guided  by  the  pillar  of  its  cloud  by  day  and  the  pillar 
of  its  fire  by  night.  In  the  heat  of  battle,  when  danger  thundered 
thick  around  him,  he  never  turned  from  the  flag  of  his  country  but 
saw  beyond  it  and  over  it  the  star  that  beamed  on  Bethlehem 
flaming  in  the  forehead  of  the  morning  sky. 

And  here  I  might  mention  an  incident  that  in  its  conclusion 
would  seem  to  illustrate  the  bright  close  of  his  career.  It  was  told 
to  me  by  an  old  hunter  whose  home  was  in  the  mountains. 

He  said  he  had  started,  as  was  often  his  custom,  towards  the 
summit  of  the  Allegheny,  by  one  of  the  wild  paths  where  foAv  men 
travelled.  When  part  of  the  way  up  he  paused  for  a  little  to  rest 
and  saw  near  him  a  viper  basking  in  the  sunshine  on  a  rock. 
Presently  an  eagle  darting  down  seized  the  reptile  and  flew,  screaming, 
upwards  towards  his  nest.  When  almost  at  the  top  he  seemed  to  have 
relaxed  his  hold,  for  the  viper  fastened  its  fangs  on  his  heart.  It 
was  freed  and  fell  headlong  to  its  destruction.  Not  so  the  eagle. 
But  with  slow  and  measured  wing  he  descended  with  dignity  to  his 
death,  and  as  he  approached  the  foot — in  the  very  article  of  dissolu- 
tion—he threw  himself  upon  his  back  and  died  with  his  eye  resting 
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on  the  sun.     The  sun  as  he  shines  on  the  mountain — ^the  God  ideal 

OF  AN  EAGLE. 

He,  the  eagle  of  his  tribe,  died  with  his  eye  resting  on  the  Creator 
of  the  sun — the  God  real  of  his  hope. 

This  College  bears  his  name  and  will  not  nor  cannot  dishonor  it. 
You  who  ha"ve  been  kind  enough  to  ask  me  to  speak  to  you  have 
adopted  an  appropriate  and  expressive  conjunction  of  names  most 
fitly  set  together  in  this  year  of  tumult  and  trouble.  Washington 
and  Union,  beautiful  and  thrilling  association — "lovely  and  pleasant 
were  they  in  their  lives,  and  in  Ms  death  they  were  not  divided." 

The  flag  that  floated  over  him  was  the  flag  of  the  Union  and  is  so 
still — to  tear  it  to  pieces,  and  I  speak  it  not  profanely,  would  have 
no  parallel  of  atrocity  on  the  earth  since  the  parting  of  Christ's 
raiment.  It  is  said,  that  the  knave  who  fired  the  Ephesian  Dome 
outlived  in  fame  the  fool  that  built  it.  There  be  many,  and  oh,  how 
sad  to  say  it,  in  our  own  day  who  desire  to  build  up  for  them- 
selves an  immortality  of  shame  lighted  by  the  conflagration  of  their 
country.  The  flag  of  the  Union  is  integral  and  the  interest  of  every 
man  in  the  country  is  the  whole  of  it.  It  is  an  estate  of  which  there 
can  be  no  partition  amongst  the  heirs,  and  it  must  be  sold,  if  touched 
at  all,  for  distribution.  Within  these  walls  and  in  view  of  his  eye, 
as  it  now  glitters  from  his  picture,  there  is  no  Judas  to  seek  a 
purchaser  and  negotiate  the  sale. 

No,  for  us,  and  our  childrens'  children  after  us,  it  shall  be  the 
unsullied  heaven-blessed  standard  of  victory  in  war,  and  the  banner 
of  good-will,  fraternity  and  love  when  the  day  of  everlasting  peace 
shall  dawn. 
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Mr.  Montgomery,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  petition  of  Col.  Joseph  Paxton,  of  Cattawissa,  praying  for  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  securing  to  the  citizens  of  slave-holding  States  of  this  Union 
the  right  of  transit  through  this  State  with  their  slave  property,  made  the 
following  report : 

That  they  have  had'  the  subject  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  under  con- 
sideration, and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  right  of  transit  through 
Pennsylvania  with  their  slaves,  is  already  secured  to  the  citizens  of  the  slave- 
holding  States,  by  the  law  of  nations  and  the  Federal  Constitution  j  and  that 
no  statute  of  this  State  affects  to  disturb  that  right. 

Before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  1787,  slaves  were  hold  and 
recognized  as  property  in  all  the  States  of  the  confederation  save  one.  Each 
State  was  a  sovereign  and  independent  republic  ;  and  that  comity  which  is 
recognised  by  the  law  of  nations,  as  existing  between  friendly  powers,  ex- 
tended to  and  prevailed  among  the  several  States,  and  the  right  of  transit 
with  their  then  undisputed  property  was  not  contravened. 

Upon  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  property  in  slaves  was  positively 
recognized,  and  especially  protected  by  the  provision  for  the  rendition  of 
fugitives  from  labor.  Slaves  were  recognized  as  legitimate  property  at  that 
time,  not  only  by  the  Federal  Constitution,  hut  also  by  the  laws  of  the  several 
States  of  the  Union,  including  Pennsylvania.  Having  adopted  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  thus  plighted  her  honor  to  the  faithful  observance  of  all  its  cove- 
nants, she  will  not  now  dishonor  herself  by  denying  her  bond,  or  violating 
any  of  its  obligations. 

The  law  of  nations  gives  the  right  of  peaceable  and  orderly  transit  to  both 
person  and  property,  and  that  right  is  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  Constitu- 


tion,  more  especially  in  the  clause  which  reserves  to  Congress  the  exclusive 
right  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  States.  This  reserved  power  is  con- 
strued by  the  courts  to  include  intercourse  and  the  transportation  of  property, 
and  most  clearly  excluded  the  right  of  individual  States  to  prohibit  intercourse 
and  the  transportation  of  property.  The  question  of  property  is  of  course 
referred  to  the  locus  in  quo  of  the  alleged  owner.  The  Constitution  declares 
that  "  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  citizens  in  the  several  States,"  and  will  any  Pennsylvanian  deny  his 
own  right  to  pass  with  his  property  over  and  along  the  public  highways  of 
Virginia  1  »^i\d  if  he  will  not,  why  are  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  two 
Sl^atts''n"Dt  reciprocal  % 

■.^our  committee  deny  that  Pennsylvania  has  passed  an  unconstitutional  law, 
interdicting  a  peaceable  and  friendly  intercourse  between  the  citizens  of  the 
several  sister  States  of  this  Union,  and  refusing  to  permit  their  property  to 
accompany  their  persons.  The  act  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  of  1st 
March,  1780,  as  explained  by  the  act  of  29th  March,  1788,  recognizes  the 
prior  right  of  persons,  with  their  domestic  slaves,  to  pass  through  and  sojourn 
in  this  State  for  six  months,  and  does  not  attempt  to  disturb  that  right;  but 
declares  all  slaves  to  be  free,  who  are  retained  by  inhabitants,  residents  and 
intended  residents.  Thus  we  have  a  clear  distinction  made  and  kept  up  be- 
tween the  rights,  in  this  respect,  of  passers  through  and  sojourners,  and  in- 
habitants, residents  and  intended  residents. 

Then  comes  the  act  of  3d  March,  1847,  which  repeals  so  much  of  the  act 
of  1780,  "  as  authorizes  the  masters  Qr  owners  of  slaves  to  bring  and  retain 
such  slaves  within  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  period  of  six  months,  in  invol- 
untary servitude,  or  for  any  period  of  time  whatsoever."  We  believe  that 
this  act  hugs  the  wind  closely,  and  sails  between  the  rock  of  the  Constitution 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  whirlpool  of  its  open  repudiation  on  the  other.  It 
does  not  purport  to  take  away  from  their  masters,  the  domestic  slaves  attend- 
ing upon  their  persons,  as  they  pass  through  this  State.  It  does  not  prohibit 
the  bringing  of  them  within  it.  It  only  forbids  the  bringing  and  retaining  of 
them  here.  It  may  affect  the  slaves  of  sojourners,  but  it  cannot  reach  persons  or 
slaves  in  transitu^  because  they  are  not  both  brought  and  retained  within  this 
Commonwealth.  An  act  of  Assembly  will  not  be  construed  to  be  unconsti- 
tutional by  implication,  nor  when  a  constitutional  construction  can  be  fairly 
given  to  it. 

This  Commonwealth  has  properly  abolished  slavery  within  her  own  bounds, 
but  beyond  them  she  has  no  jurisdiction  over  it.  Our  southern  brethren  are 
protected  in  their  property  by  a  stronger  bulwark  than  an  act  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Legislature;  and  your  committee  cannot  consent  lo  disgrace  our  Com- 
monwealth in  the  eyes  of  the  civilized  world,  by  assuming  to  give  that  which 
she  has  neither  the  power  nor  the  inclination  to  take  away. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject. 
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The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  iLeing-  unable  to 
concur  with  the  majority  of  said  committee  in  the  views  and  principles  set 
forth  in  their  able  and  learned  report,  on  the  petition  of  Gol.  Joseph  Paxton, 
of  Cattawissa,  praying-  the  Legislature  "  to  enact  a  law  securing  to  the  citi- 
zens of  slave-holding  States,  who  may  pass  through  this  Commonwealth,  or 
transiently  sojourn  therein,  with  their  slaves,  all  the  rights  of  property  in  said 
slaves  guaranteed  to  them  by  the  laws  of  any  other  State,  and  making  it  a 
penal  offence  to  attempt  by  word  or  deed  to  decoy,  or  in  any  manner  to  alien- 
ate the  said  slaves  from  their  said  owners,  against  the  said  owners'  will,"  feel 
that  it  is  due  to  themselves,  as  well  as  to  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth, 
that  they  should  set  forth  the  grounds  of  their  dissent.  We  do  not  concur 
with  the  majority,  "  that  the  right  of  transit  through  Pennsylvania,  with  their 
slaves,  is  already  secured  to  the  citizens  of  the  slave-holding  States,  by  the 
law  of  nations  and  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  that  no  statute  of  this  State 
affects  to  disturb  it."  Neither  can  we  yield  our  asseut  to  the  reasoning  and 
doctrines  generally  laid  down  in  the  report  of  the  majority.  We  do  not  pro- 
pose to  advance  any  views  in  conflict  with  the  vested  rights  of  the  slave-hold- 
ing States,  to  impugn  the  compromises  of  the  Constitution,  or  to  enter  into  any 
of  the  vexed  questions  growing  out  of  Congressional  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery;  much  less  do  we  intend  to  discuss  the  great  moral  and  politi- 
cal evils  of  slavery,  from  which  this  Commonwealth  has  been  happily  exempted 
by  the  humane  and  enlightened  legislation  of  the  past,  gradually  removing 
this  pernicious  institution  by  a  cautious  and  progressive  series  of  acts,  from 
the  soil  of  Pennsylvania.  '  We  shall  confine  our  remarks  to  the  points  in  which 
we  differ  from  the  majority. 


1st.  We  hold  that  slavery  is  exclusively  a  local  institution,  and  that  it  is 
not  recognized  by  the  law  of  nature,  the  common  law,  or  the  civil  law.  Such 
is  the  opinion  of  the  ablest  writers  on  jurisprudence.*  Blackstone  in  his  Com- 
mentaries, vol.  1,  p.  42,  says,  "upon  the  law  of  nature  and  the  law  of  reve- 
lation depend  all  human  law  ;  that  is  to  say,  no  human  law  should  be  suffered 
to  contradict  these.  The  law  of  England  abhors  and  will  not  endure  the  ex- 
istence of  slavery  within  this  nation.  A  slave  or  negro,  the  instant  he  lands 
in  England,  becomes  free."  "  When  a  slave  comes  within  the  exclusive  juris- 
diciion  of  Engl^i^ci^'kp  ceases  to  be  a  slave,  because  the  law  of  England  posi- 
tively aja4 'notoriously  prohibits  and  forbids  the  existence  of  such  a  relation 
between  man  and  man."  This  was  admitted  and  so  expressed  by  Mr.  Web- 
ster, as  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  correspondence  with  Lord  Ashburton,  in  the 
Creole  case.  Webster's  works,  vol.  5,  p.  315.  The  civil  law  takes  the  same 
view  of  slavery,  and  declares  it  to  be  against  the  rights  of  nature.  Inst.  Lib. 
1,  tit.  3,  sec.  2  Vatel's  Law  of  Nations,  book  2,  chap.  9.  When  our  fore- 
fathers migrated  to  this  country  they  brought  with  them  the  common  law  of 
England,  and  it  has  become  the  basis  of  all  our  laws. 

2d.  We  hold  it  to  be  equally  clear  that  the  right  of  slave-holders  to  pass 
through  or  sojourn  in  this  State,  with  their  slaves,  is  not  conceded  by  the  law 
of  nations.  We  have  already  shown  that  freedom  is  the  birthright  and  the 
natural  condition  of  man.  Story,  in  his  Conflict  of  Laws,  sec.  104,  says:  "Per- 
sonal  disqualif  nations  not  arising  from  the  law  of  nature,  but  from  the  cus- 
tomary or  positive  law  of  a  foreign  country,  especially  such  as  are  of  a  penal 
nature,  are  not  generally  regarded  in  other  countries,  where  the  like  disquali- 
fications do  not  exist.  They  are  strictly  territorial.  So  the  state  of  slavery 
will  not  be  recognized  in  any  country  whose  institutions  and  policy  prohibit 
slavery."  The  law  of  slavery  is  in  invitum^  and  when  a  slave  gets  out  of  the 
territory  where  it  prevails,  and  out  of  the  power  of  his  master,  and  gets  under 
the  protection  of  another  power,  without  any  wrongful  act  done  by  the  party 
giving  that  protection,  the  right  of  the  master,  which  is  founded  on  the 
municipal  law  of  the  particular  place  only,  does  not  continue.  "  The  fact  of  a 
slave  being  taKen  to  a  country  where  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude  is  not 
tolerated,  operates  on  the  condition  of  the  slave,  and  produces  immediate 
emancipation."  16  Louisiana  Kep.  489;  7  Louisiana  Kep.  172.  Slavery  exists 
only  by  virtue  of  .the  laws  of  the  State  where  it  is  sanctioned  ;  and  if  the  slave 
escape  from  such  State  to  a  free  State,  he  is  free,  according  to  the  principles 
of  the  common  law,  and  re-capture  in  a  free  State  is  authorized  only  by  the 
Constitution  and  act  of  Congress.  There  is  no  general  principle  in  the  law 
of  nations  which  requires  such  surrender.  Jones  vs.  Vansant,  2  M'Lean,  596. 
By  the  law  of  nations  no  State  is  bound  to  recognize  slavery  in  another  State. 
16  Peters,  R.  539,  or  the  state  of  slavery,  as  to  foreign  slaves  found  within 
its  territorial  dominions,  when  it  is  in  opposition  to  its  own  policy  and  insti- 
tutions, in  favor  of  the  subjects  of  other  nations.  The  state  of  slavery  is 
deemed  to  be  a  mere  municipal  regulation,  founded  upon  and  limited  to  the 
range  of  territorial  laws.  16  Peters,  611.  And  it  is  well  settled  with  respect 
to  their  municipal  regulations,  that  the  several  States  of  this  Union  are  to  each 
other  foreign.  2  Wash.  298.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions  the  slave-holder  would  have  no  right  to  pass  through  our  State  with  his 
slaves;  nor  is  he  entitled  to  exercise  that  right  by  the  comity  of  nations. 
For  it  appears  to  be  just  as  well  as  settled,  that  that  which  is  called  comitas 
inter  communitatts,  comity  between  states  or  nations,  can  not  prevail  in  any 
case  where  it  violates  the  law  of  our  country,  the  law  of  nature  or  the  law  of 
God.  Forbes  tJs.  Cochran,  2  Barn.  &  Cress  463.  It  has  been  clearly  shown 
by  the  above  auihoritieL-i  that  slavery  is  against  the  law  of  nations,  and  we 
shall  presently  show  that  it  is  also  against  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania. 

3d.  Is  there  such  a  right  recognized  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  % 
The  clause  of  the  Constitution  cited  by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  under 
which  this  alleged  right  of  transit  with  slaves  is  claimed,  is  Article  1st,  sec. 


8,  part  3 :  "  Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign 
nations,  and  among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes  ;"  and  Ar- 
ticle 4,  sec.  2:  "The  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  several  States." 

Chief  Justice  Marshall,  in  the  case  of  Gibbons  vs.  Ogden,  9  Wheaton,  195,, 
in  construing  Article  1,  sect.  8,  p.  3,  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  power  of 
Congress  to  regulate  commerce  between  the  States,  says:  "  The  genius  and 
character  of  the  whole  Government  seems  to  be,  that  its  action  is  to  be  ap- 
plied to  all  the  external  concerns  of  the  nation,  and  to  those  internal  concerns 
which  affect  the  States  generally,  but  not  to  those  which  are  completely  within 
a  particular  State,  and  which  do  not  afl^ect  other  States,  and  with  which  it  is 
not  necessary  to  interfere,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  some  of  the  general 
powers  of  the  Government.  The  complete  internal  commerce  of  a  State, 
then,  may  be  considered  as  reserved  to  the  State  itself."  It  has  been  clearly- 
shown  that  slavery  is  local,  and  purely  the  creature  of  municipal  regulation  ; 
that  it  is  looked  upon  with  disfavor,  and  is  not  recognized  by  the  common 
law,  the  law  of  nations,  or  the  law  of  nature.  This  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion gives  Congress  the  right  to  regulate  commerce  ;  and  if  the  construction 
put  upon  it  in  the  report  of  the  majority  be  correct,  then  Congress  has  the 
right  to  regulate  commerce  in  slaves  between  the  States,  and  the  buying  ^nd 
selling  of  men  in  our  public  markets.  This  is  certainly  a  novel  and  extraor- 
dinary  construction  of  this  clause  of  the  Constitution.  On  what  authority  it 
is  based,  we  are  not  informed,  as  none  is  cited.  That  the  master's  claim  to 
the  service  of  his  slave,  and  to  a  species  of  property  in  him,  has  been  recog- 
nized by  our  courts  and  judicial  tribunals,  cannot  be  denied  j  but  that  right 
is  essentially  different  from  his  right  of  property  in  inanimate  things  and 
domestic  animals.  His  right  to  the  former  depends  on  arbitrary,  local  law, 
and  is  in  violation  of  man's  natural  rights  ;  but  his  property  in  the  latter  is 
acknowledged  by  the  laws  of  nature  and  the  laws  of  God.  The  laws  that 
regard  slavery  as  property,  are  local,  and  only  apply  so  far  as  such  laws  can 
operate.  Such  laws  do  not  make  them  personal  property  generally.  18  Pick- 
ens' Kep.  216.  The  4th  Article,  sec.  2d,  of  the  Constitution,  is  believed  to 
be  still  wider  from  the  mark,  and  to  have  no  more  reference  to  slavery  than 
to  the  power  to  make  war.  But  it  secures  to  citizens  of  each  State  the  right 
of  ingress,  egress  and  regress  into  the  several  States  of  this  Union  ;  and 
while  there,  the  same  immunities,  under  the  laws  of  the  State,  that  citizens 
of  the  same  State  enjoy  under  the  laws  thereof. 

But  the  citizen  does  not  carry  with  him,  the  laws  of  his  domicil,  into  a 
sister  State.  The  moment  he  crosses  the  line  of  Virginia  into  this  State,  he 
is  under  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania  and  not  the  laws  of  Virginia.  See  4-  Johns. 
C,  430,  2  Kent's  Com.,  258.  And  if  he  brings  his  slaves  with  him,  the  mo- 
ment they  cross  the  line  they  are  free.  But  it  has  been  decided  that  the  2d 
section.  Article  4th,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  does  not  extend 
to  the  case  of  a  slave  voluntarily  carried  by  his  master  into  another  State,  and 
left  there  under  the  protection  of  a  law  declaring  him  free.  Butler  vs.  Hop- 
per, 1  W.  C.  R.,  499.  There  is  nothing  in  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution that  will  justify  the  right  claimed  under  it,  nor  has  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  nor  even  our  State  courts,  so  far  as  we  have  been 
able  to  ascertain,  ever  given  it  such  a  construction.  By  the  act  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, passed  1st  March,  1780,  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery,  it  is 
provided  that  all  negroes,  mulattoes  and  others  born  within  this  State,  after 
the  passage  of  the  act,  should  be  free.  By  the  act  of  3d  March,  lb:47,  section 
7,  so  much  of  the  act  of  1st  March,  1780,  as  authorizes  the  masters  or  .owners 
of  slaves  to  bring  and  retain  such  slaves  within  this  Commonwealth  for  the 
period  of  six  months  in  involuntary  servitude,  or  for  any  period  of  time  what- 
ever, be  and  the  same  is  herebjr  repealed.  It  has  been  decided  that,  a  slave 
brought  into  this  State,  since  the  passage  of  the  act  3d  March,  1847,  is  ipsa 
facto  free.     Pierce's  case  decided  in  common  pleas,  Philadelphia,  in  184^ 


^ 


The  rule  of  the  common  law  of  England,  in  regard  to  slavery  before  the 
Revrolution,  became  the  common  law  of  Pennsylvania,^  except  so  far  as 
modified  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  fugitives  were  free 
the  moment  they  touched  the  soil  of  Pennsylvania;  all  the  incidents,  accom- 
paniments and  attributes  of  bondage  fell  from  around  them.  Kauffman  vs. 
Oliver,  10  Barr,  517. 

If  this  right  of  transit  with  slaves  is  incorporated  in  the  Constitution  itself, 
then  all  State  laws  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  slaves  would  be  uncon- 
stitutional, and  consequently  void.  But  several  of  the  States  of  this  Union 
have  enacted  just  such  laws,  and  they  have  been  passed  upon  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and  their  validity  has  never  been  doubted.  Slaves 
brought  into  the  State  of  Maryland  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  that  State, 
are  declared  to  be  free.  Rhodes  vs.  Bell,  2  How.  Kep.  405.  16  Peters'  K. 
611.  Thomas  vs.  Generis,  16  Louisiana  Hep.  488.  5  Leigh  615.  10  Leigh 
697.  9  Gill.  &  Johns.  19.    11  Louisiana  Rep.  500.   10  How.  Rep.  87. 

The  right  to  pursue  and  recapture  fugitive  slaves  escaping  from  their  mas- 
ters into  a  free  State,  is  not  raised  by  the  petition  referred  to  the  committee, 
and  has  not  been  noticed  in  this  report.  The  seventh  section  of  the  act  of 
March  3,  1847,  having  expressly  repealed  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March 
1,  1780,  authorizing  the  masters  or  owners  of  slaves  to  bring  and  retain  such 
slaves  within  this  Commonwealth  while  temporarily  sojourning  here,  and  said 
act  never  having  been  pronounced  unconstitutional  by  any  federal  tribunal, 
the  undersigned  do  not  deem  it  expedient,  on  any  ground,  to  disturb  it.  We 
are  satisfied  that  the  abrogation  of  this  section  of  the  act  of  1847  would  lead 
to  sectional  discord  and  domestic  disturbances,  and  that  our  friendly  relations 
with  the  citizens  of  the  southern  States,  as  well  as  our  own  peace  and  tran- 
quility, will  best  be  maintained  by  the  denial  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner. 

D.  PHELPS, 

E.  JOY  MORRIS, 

S.  P.  M'CALMONT. 


